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FOREWORD

THuE play, from which this book is written, was
in no sense of the word intended as a war
drama; for war is merely its background, and
always in the center stands a lonely little child.

War is its theme but not its purpose. War
breeds hatred, horror, pestilence and famine,
yet from its tears and ashes eventually must
rise the clean white spirit of BUMANTTY.

The enmity between North and South is
dead; it sleeps with the fathers and the sons,
the brothers and the lovers, who died in a cause
which each believed was just.

Therefore this story deals, not with the right
or wrong of a lost confederacy, but with the
merey and generosity, the chivalry and human-
ity which lived in the hearts of the Blue and
Gray, a noble contrast to the grim brutality of
war.
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The author is indebted to Mr. E. S. Moffat,



FOREWORD

who has novelized the play directly from its
text, with the exception of that portion which
appeared as a short story under the sume title
several years ago, treating of Virgie in the
overseer’s cabin, and the endorsing of her pass
by Lieutenant-Colonel Morrison.
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