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TO GEORGE CUBITT, ESQUIRE, M.P,

&o.. &o., &o

DEear Sig,
I beg permission to dedicate this little book to
you a8 Lord of the Manor and Castla of

Boviam,

which you moet worthily possess; with many thanks for
the care which you have manifested in the preservation
of the remains of ome of the grandest Baronial Abodes of
England — & eentiment which will have the sympathy of
every lover of Antiquity.
Yours faithfully,
M A LOWEER

Sxaromn, Ociober, 1570,






BODIAM, AND ITS LORDS.

ToE history of Bodiam® begins with the great Norman
Survey. The account given of it in Domesday Book is this:
—* Osbern holds a hide and three roodlands in Bodeham of
this manor, which was always included in the distriet of
Werste, where the hall waa sitnated. has half a hide,
and Ralph two roodlands. Thers i{s one fﬁm uﬁ and a half
in the demesne, and seven villeins with ten bondmen have
four ploughs and a half. The whole value in the time of
the Confessor was six pounds; it has since been estimated
at six; but it is now appmem.tad at nine pounds.” The
manor of Werste, now Ewhurst, was in the rape or territo
of the Harl of Eu, a kinaman of the Congueror, who held it
in domain, and consequently Bodiam was immediately
dependent upon that great feudal lord. I may remark that
the original seat of this eminent personage was at what is
now called “ La Ville d"Eu” in Normandy—in modern times
the fine chitean of the late King Louis-Phillippe,—and that
after the Conquest. his rimipaf English I‘EE- ence was the
Castle of Hastings. His tenants, Osbern, Roger, and Ralph,
were probably followers who had fought under his command
at Hastings, and who were thus allowed to participate in the
spoils of the Norman Conquest. In this and the following
century, the possessors of the estate assumed the surname
of De Bodeham ; and under Henry 1I., Roger de Bodeham
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2 BODIAM AND ITS LORDS,

held the sub-infeudation with four knights’ fees, amounting
to 2,660 acres, including a park, the name of which is still
retained.

In the Chronicle of Battel Abbey there are some rather
interesting notices concerning the parish and family of
Bodeham. The firat relates to the very Oshern, who, as we
have seen, was the prineipal feudatory, here, of the Earl of |
Eu. The Chronicler states that, “in consequence of the
dryness of the soil around Battel Abbey, and the deficiency
of well-irrigated meadows, a certain knight of these parts,
named Osbern Fitz-Hugh, by the advice of Abbot Gausbert
and the monks—with the consent of his Lord, William
Earl of En, and the confirmation of King Wﬂliam—ifwe
and granted out of his domain thirty acres of meadow, Nor-
man measure, lying in his manor called Bodeham, about
seven miles distant, partly of his free donation, and partly
by way of sale, he receiving fifty shillings in recompense ;
and this by his charter he confirmed for ever to the Abbey
of Battel, free from all challenge or exaction of his heirs
and all other persons, and from every charge whatever.”
Une can acamelg" forbear a smile at the mixed character of
this transaction, The good Osbern, while desirous of
securing the eternal welfare of himself and his family, was
by no means inattentive to his worldly interests in thus
drawing a balance of two-pounds-ten in his own favour.

The next mention of Bodiam in the Chronicle refers to
the appointment of u hailiff; or keeper of the meadow, on
account of ita remoteness from the ibbejr. The monks of
Battel prevailed upon another knight of these parts to give
a ﬁliﬂﬂﬂ of land upon which to erect a house for the keeper.
The name of the knight was Robert Borne, who also con-
ceded to the abbey a right of way through his lands. “ The
brethren, in acknowl ent of this kindness, and for the
sake of evidence hereafter, gave him six shillings and iron
leg-harness, which some properly designate greaves (sex
solidos, et caligas ferreas, quas quidam proprie ocreas
dicunt),” by which he might equip one of his brothers for
the wara” “Now,” adda the Clh.roni-:lar, “ there was a slip

* Lat edit, p. 132; my Troalstion, p, 146,
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of land lying between the above-mentioned meadow and the
recently-acquired keeper’s house, which seemed convenient
for the b en, for the purposes of a wharf, on which they
might land such things as were brought thither for their use
by a vessel (navigio). The venerable Abbot Walter [de
Luﬁ? therefore, personally and through his friends, applied
to Robert Borne and Ralph his son, and prevailed upon glcm
to give that slip of land as thoy had done the manse which
it adjoined . . . to God and St. Martin, to be quietly held
for ever.” These transactions took place between the years
1157 and 1171.  The latter passage is interesting, as show-
ing that the river Rother was navigable, to this point for &
sailing-vessel in the twelfth century,

Emma wife of Osbern de cham (previously called
Fitz-Hugh) gave to Battel Abbey land worth six shillingain
the manor ug iam, and 8 mill called Sansei naar]g?uﬂ
in Normandy—Robert Earl of Eu, her lord, confirming the
gift in the presence of many witnesses.*

There is not, so far as I am aware, any pedigree of the De
Bodiams in existence. The following is the best approxi-
mation to one that I have besn ena‘;glzi after much investi-
gation, to arrive at :—

Oapgrn DE Bopriaw = Exmwma
otherwise Fitz-Hugh, 1067, i

Roger de Bodiam, 1164, held the manor and 4 knighta’ feca.

|
William da Bodiam =
* A Crosader in Palestine, ender
Richard Coeur de Lion,

Margiret, da. of Adam . . ..
gurvived her husband,

I t
Henry de Bodiam
son and heir, eb. vl potr.

William de gur._’.iam, Gﬂert de
a soldier in Poiton, Bodiam,

1216, T
Margaret, daughter and heiress. .
* Cwom, e Bello, p. 55, Trans. p. 60,



