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PREFATORY NOTE.

Ir will be obsarved thot tho greater parf of this littlo
book haa been taken in one fovny or other from Lockhart's
Lifeaf Sir Welter Seclf, in ten volumes,  No iutrodaetion
to Heotk would ba warih moeh in which that course was
not followed, Indeed, exrapting Sir Walter'z own wiit-
ings, thees is haedly any other great soupse of infurmation
about him ; and thab is so fall, that havdly anything need-
fol to iilustrate the subject of Scott’s life remaina un-
tomched. As reganls the ouly matters of confroversy,—
Scott’s relations to the Dullaniynes, I have taken care to
check Mr. Lockhart's statemsents by rewling thoss of the
representatives of the Ballantyne brothers; bub with this
exception, Bir Walter's own worka snd Lockhart's 1ifs
of him are the great authoritice concerning his character
and his story.

Just ten yeara ago Mr Gludsbone, in expressing to
the late Mr. Hops Scott the grest delight which the
pernsal of Lockhart's lifs of Hir Walter had given him,
wrote, T may be wrong, but I am vaguely nondor the
impression that it has never had a really wide cireulation.
IF 50, ik is the saddest pity, amd I should greafly like
(without any cemsure on ita present lemgth) to ses pub-
lished sn abbreviation of it DMr (zladatene did oot
them know that sa Jong ago as 1848 Mr Lockhart did
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himgelf prepare such an abbrevistion, in which the ori-
ginal eighty-four chapiers wers compressed into eighteen,
—ithough the abbreviation contained additions as well as
compressions. Pub even thiz abridgment is itself =
bulky valume of 800 peges, eontaining 1 should think,
congidorably move than s third of the reading in the ori-
ginal ten volumes, and is not, therefore, very likely fo be
preferred to the completer work. In some respecta 1hops
that this introduction may sapply, better than that bulky
abbrevigtion, what Mr (Gladstone probably meant to
.stiggest,—some elight miniature token from the great pic-
ture with care eoough to tempt om those who look ‘oo it
to tho study of the foller life, s well as of that image of
Bir Wealter whick iz impresssd by hiz own hand upon
his worka,
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SIE WALTER SCOTT.

" CHAPTER T
ANCESTEY, FARENTAGE, AND CHILIHOOD.

S Wavrzr Scorr was the first Literary man of a great
riding, eporting, end fighting clan. TIndeed, his father—
a Writer to the Signet, or Edinburgh solicitor—was the
first of his rece to adopt a town life and a sedwntary pro-
fession, Bir Walter was the lineal descendamt—six
penerations removed—of that Walter Seott commetno-
rated in The Loy of the Last Minsrel, who is lknown
in Border history and lepend za Anld Wat of Harden
Aunld Wat's svn William, captured by Bir Gideon Murrey,
of Elilank, during a mid of the Scotte on Bir Gideon's
lands, was, as tradition says, given hiz choiee between being
hanged on Bir Gideon’s private gallows, ond marrying the
ugliesk of Sir Cideon's thres ugly daughtens, Meikle-
mouthed Meg, reputed as earrying off the prize of ugliness
among the women of four ecunties. Sir 'William was a hand-
some man. Ile took three daye to considerthe alternative
proposed to him, but chose lifs with the large-mouthed
lady in the end ; and found her, aceording to the tradition
which the poet, her descendant, has transmitted, an excel-
i



