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PREFACE.

Why 1 have troubled the public with a
Journal of my Tour to Moscow, is a ques-
tion which I find no small difficulty in an-
swering, even to the satisfation of that most
indulgent of jndges—myself. | certainly can-
not plead “ reguest of friends” for until the
first sheet waa printed, I do not remember
' '; having had communication with three per-

- sons on the subject. [ believe it was the
perusal of Mr. Barrow’s delightfal little book
first inspired me with a taste for travel-
I]ng in the North of Europe; and the recol-
lection of the pleasure which that book
éaﬂ'urded me, has made me vain enough to
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V. PREFACE.

hope, that the personal narrative of a less
talented writer might not be entirely with-
out interest to the publie, especially as the
scene is laid in a country, the manners and
enstoma of which are every vear becoming
more a subject of enguiry among us.

In the spring of the present year a velued
friend proposed to me to accompany his only
gon in B sumMmer excursion, leaving the
choice of our route entirely to myself. My
health had been a good deal sheken by dif-
ferent causes in the begioning of the year;
1 was glad therefore to embrace an oppor-
tunity of recruiting miy stremgth by an ex-
cursion, which promised 8o wmach of interest
and excitement. How completely in this
respect the proposed object has been attained,
I acknowledge with feclings of the decpest
gratitude to Him, *in whose hand arc the

issmes of life and death.”
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PREFACE. ¥.

With regard to the publication of my
Journal, I can only say that if the descrip-
tion of my wanderings should prove half as
entertaining to the public, as the actual
journey was to me, my most sanguine hopes
will be fulfilled.

Torquay, November 17th, 1836.
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