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FOREWORD

IT is an age of condensation. The maost important
messages, to command attention, must compact
themselves into narrow space. In obedience to this
demand these handbooks are sent forth, For our
study classes and training schools, for rapid con-
sultation in the busy paster’s study, and for col-
lateral work among our Bible stiidents they will be
found invaluable. The attempt has been made to
include all essential histaric facts, while the ex-
tensive bibliography on the various themes will sup-
plement any needful omission.
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INTRODUCTION

1. Definition of History
The word “ histoty ™ 15 tused in several different
senses, and confusion of thought is certain to result
unless these meanings are clearly discriminated,
{1) Tt iz derived from the Greek historia, an in-
quir].r, and hence properly means a learning or know-
mg' by inquiry. In other words, it is that branch of
science which has for its object the aﬂccrtammg. and
; r__ggg__nﬁlqg of exact fact with regard to the past. (2)
“ History " also means a written narrative of past
events, which may vary from the simplest form of
annals or chronicles to the more complex forms of
systematic discourse, with all the embellishments of
literary art. (3) “ History ” 15 sometimes used as a
convenient designation for the sum total of past
events. 'We must distinguish between events as they
actually happened and events as they have been ap-
prehended and recorded. The problem of historical
study is to recover the real fact from, and by means
of, the records,

2. Relation to Church History

Study of church history takes as its starting-point
belief in God, Maker of the universe and Ruler of
9




