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ANTONIO BISITALLANY,

A BYRIAN OF MOUNT LEBANON,

CHAFTILL 1.

Axroxio BisHarraxy was born Aungust 22,
1827, in the village of Balima, on mount Leb-
anon. This momndain Is said to be thedl
hundred wiles in eirvennference, aud its lofti-
est peak not less than ton thousand feet high;;
some parts of it being covered with perpetual
snow, Ita sides ond the vallevs lying be-
tween ils various tidges are remarkable for
their fertility, and abonnd in fruit and trecs
of beaufiful shope nod toliage. The almond-
trea, the fig, the olive, the mulberry, and the
vine grow luzuriantly, and vield their deli-
cious products in abundance. Here also is
seen p peeuliar tree resembling somewhat



(i AXTONIO BISHALLANY.

in appearance the apple-tree, though more
bushy and thiekset, with darker and longer
leaves. It 18 called the kEhayrub, and bess a
pod which is used as a food for swine, and
with whieh, it i3 said, the poor prodigal
would have filled Lis belly, Here too grows
the syeamore-tree, nol the one which bears
that name with us, commonly called the but-
ton-wood, but a tree bearing several erops of
figs during the year, msnally planted by the
wayside, and sasily chimbed ; so that Zacche-
us found a convenient position among the
branches of the sveamore, to wall for the
passingg erowd aod eatel g sight of the great
Rodecmer. Trovellers speal too of groves
of pincs, the box, the firtree, and the my .-
tle—rich evergreens, thut are pleasant to the
eve, and give to the moantsin its deep ver-
dant tinge and velved richness, when gazed
npon with delight by those who wisit the
holy land and behold the goodly Lebapon.
The mountain is especially celebrated for
it2 large and valuable cedars. But of these
noble frees comparatively few remain. To
them the psalmist compares the Christian.
“The righteons sholl flourish like the palm-



