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PRETACI.

\

SeveRaL vears before the commencement of the
Anti-Slavery agitation on this side of the Atlantic,
it so heppened that I was led to consider, with seme’
care, the condition and prospects of the enslaved
class in the United States. From that time to
the present, ne suljeet not immediately connecied
with my official duties or my professienal studies,
has oceupied so much of my attention. When
the British Anti-Slavery Sccicties hegan their la-
bors, in 1823, I entered into their views as then
exhibited 3 and I learned much from the reports of
these Bocielies, and from the pamphlets published by
Stephens, Clarkson, Wilberforce and others.  When
the Rev. Joshua Leavitt, new so eminent among
Ameriean abelitionists, made his frst appearance
as o wriler on slavery, in 1825, | agreed generally
with his views, and waginstructed by his arguments;
for his views, ot that time, were subs.t,."mt-ihﬂ”}' the
same with thase which the British abolitionists were
then urging upon Parliament.  From him I learned



v PREFACE,

1o malke eevtpim distinciions which stll seem 1o me
essential to any just view of the subject, widely as
he and others bave sinee departed from them,*

® Afier cho lupse of one and vwenty years, i eanpel seom indelicaie
Lo referto Mr, Leavitt as the author of the anicles above alladed o,
They wieee published. in the Christian Spectator for 1525, pp. 150=135,
Eﬂ-ﬁ-ﬂj [ well remember the violent sensation which ey produced
in:ﬂhuﬂtsln-n, where the Christinn SEpectator wis lnmedialely putjon
the Fadex fibrorion peshibitoriem of his holiness Jadge Lynch. Vet
thege artleles were fur from contnining the medem Anti-Slavery doe-
trine,  Witnesa such passages as these
“ The gight of peigonal tihnﬂy iz mot, in afl circemstances, an afse-
Mfe vight, 1F it were g0, slavery wonld have never been reennined
i the Word of Gad,  Yet itwas peemiteed and regelated inothe laws
given hy God himsell Tov. xxv, 44, 855 9 Neipther has Christianiny
interfered in thes reepect to oholizh slavery, Paulhag given directions
for the mutas] deporiment of mosters and servants, of elaves, as they
were in those days."—p. 131
“Our own laws recopnize involanlary eepvitnde whenever tlig prubbia
good and the interest of the individosl require i Sucll ie substantially
the case of nuinora, of idiots, of ependihrifiz, of dronkarda, The gl
of parsonal Bberty, therefore, 12 nol one which oy be low folly ving:s
pated of ol azords:  Soldws popelfy sepreme leas The pablie: gosd, the
imterest of all clugses, both whites and Llaels, is the grprehine lawe.
Slaves Tinve no more an ahzipnet abeoluta raghi o n=e and kil their
tsters, and involve the whele conyuunity n destrietion, than the gon
ar apprentice hne w revolt from the conteol under whiel the laws Lave
ploced linr. The very 3den is most preposterons, thot o part of the
eommiuniay lavée a richt, which they may gsserl to the destroetion of
the poace aml happiness of the whele.  The nght of the masies, thene-
fore, to the services of his slove, sey G g perfoct a8 10 1he pervices
of his apprentice.  Boi this shaht depends, in eifhar ease, whelly on
the asemined fuct, that in exisiing circwemstancas the pabllic pood re-
quires the existence of servitude.  Miis o mere creatore of wociely,
and depends eutirely npon the lows,=pp. 151-152,
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Iu the year 1830, or soon after, a new doctrine, or
what seemed such, began to be current,  The Tne-
lish Anti-Slavery Socicties, in the heat of their con-

= have hod threeoblects in view, (2 thne goiar jote the petare of
glavery ag a lege! fnatfierion. Iothe first place, T wish iU 1o appear
thizd 1l relaiien beiween the master aml elavez, is g propes sublect of
lewigintion. It ia o copyveotional right ana depends entively wpon the
|awer, " —ihnd. -

e gecond elyeet wae bn I{']]{".'f_‘ﬂlﬂ.'n-'l.‘hl."i{:f]'ﬁ from n charge, or
an apprehension of criminatity, wleee I~'L:‘l. fuct there ia no offence.
Thete can ba ao pallintion for the condect ol theoee whoe ficst bronshy
the enrze of slavery apen peor Afries, und Americn too.  Dut the body
of the present seaecatien ate ool lable to this ehorge. DPosterity nre
not gnswesable lor the sins of Oueir fthers, unless they approve their
deeda, They fovnd the aegraes amang them, in w degsaded state, in
eapable either of apprecioting or enjoving Bherty.  They have, thove-
fore, nodliing do angwer for on this seove, beoawse ey luve no oter
altemative, o presced, Bud fo keap them in enfdection, There iz mo-
i s destraelivess the meval sense, o (o be foreed, by owe prineiples,
to e agknowle drment of puile, in thawhicl we st the snme Gme bie-
lieve 10 ha absolitely snavoidabdn, gl inwiicl, therefore, it is npoe-
gilile poally to froel acfirepronsii®® 404 Ohristinm seey hold slavee, and
exnet lheir eorvices, without pay aeccnaion 1o feel o pong of seli-
regonch orerefy an pecoun of hia holling aluvesesp, 153,

# The third alieet simed af, waa (o (isten the charge of eriminality
en the very apol where goelt a oliarge will e, ond wheee it ouglin o be
felt; and where alone reformation is pragticable,  There are no duties
witheut eorvesponding vighte, anl no righte wirfiont corresponding do-
ties, Wlhile 1o b= the duty of the slave o yubmit himeelf o his own
mnster o long as the laws of dia connity make him a slave, it i his
right to be protecied by the brarr, 1n the enjoyment of life, health, chaa-
iiiy, goodd name, and every Llggsing which ha can enjoy eomatstontly
with the public weolloge.™

“ Christianilty cforces this diclare of sovnd season.  * Thou shalt
love thy neightior as thyaelf, iz as wuel e liw between master and

11
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thiet witli the © West India interest,” being wost rea-
sonably diszusted with the resistance of the colenial
authoritics to every measure that had any (endency
towards freedon, had begun to renotnee all Muriher
dependence upon such measures, pnd o demand of
Parlinment the immediate abolition of slavery. ¢ Iin-
mediate abolition’® had become the popular doctrine
among philanthropists ;5 and # gradualism ** or the
notion of a process of abolition, was scouted as an
obselete idea.  Accordingly the doctrine of immedi-
ate abolition began to be current here; but lLiere it
was necessarily, (o some extent at least, another thing
from what it was in Great Britain,  There it was a
demand that o new constitution of sosicly, o new
body of laws, & new system of relations hetween
capital and laber, nnd Letween the landholder and
the peasant, should be imposed vpen dependent and
vassal colonies by the omnipotence of the Imperial
Parlioment.  Here it became (e doctrine of ¢ imme-

elave, o5 between ony olfier ovemabe ¢ ol the hiooon fosily,  This izzo
obvicus af to appear shneet file o trodsm. And ver thie is the vory
laisme it hus alwiys been lost sight of among  shveholders. T s
been wholly dispejasdid In our ewn ooflon® * We da not wiewer
To thiz ndictment unloes we either plead guiliv, or show that oop fues,
o eustomes, our modes of thinking and acting, reeosnize the Saman.
ity.of the nésroes, =g, 183, 124,

Bome of hese sistempents are no doobt upgupnled. Dol the Jeading
principles and distinctionz enrried convierion to oy 1ind ot (e fhe
il 10 =il secms 20 nie st there oo be o just ceazoning o e sule
1ect witheut them.
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diate emancipation ™ by individval masiers, ¢ g all
hazards,” and without regard to consequences; the
doctrine that slovery is a sin on the part of the mas-
ter, always and in all eiveumstances, and that he
must immedintely renotce his anthority without
asking what iz expedient for the commonwealth, or
what for the welfare of the slave. All whe re-
fused to receive that doctrine and its corellnvies,
were denonnced ns *¢ pro-slavery,” aud as sacrificing
duty 1o expediency.

Such was the occasion on which T lelt myself called
to pubilish the first of the following essays. A eriti-
cal examination of the subject in the light of the Serip-
tures, seemed 1o be neceseary at ot time 3 and T did
what I eould. The two ortiree years that followed,
were years of greal exeilement i respeet (o slavery.
The most extenvarant views werve peesented on both
sides.  On the one hand, the Ant-Slavery party,
including the ne-government element from which it
lias vow in some moeasive disengased itself, seemoed
to alm at iteitating public opinion into phrenzy.
On the othier hand, the seuthern people were demand-
ing that the diseassion of slavery in the free Stades
should be put dewn by mobs; and there were found
northertt men base enongh to lend themselves o
sinch o demnand.  'The dates of several of these es-
says, will show that they were writien during that
petiod of excitement.



