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A FEW WORDE TO THE TEACHER.

In General., Thero i no royal high-war to learning
to read. MNo method, no deviee, ne ingenunity on the
part of the teacher can {ake the place of constant
antl prolonged drvill upon the first few lessons, nor of the
continued and attentive stody of each suceseding legson.

Intelligent teachers know that lenrning to tead is,
at frst, but leswrning to reeognize throngh the eve,
what is alrendy recogmized through the ear. This book
has heen prepared with this thought constantly in
mind. It does not, therefore, begin with words of two
lotiers, mor with words having tho same voosl elements
in them. Children neither think oor talk in these
words. On the contrery, words have been used, such
as the child constantly uses. Ho i3 made familiar
with these. With the phowic exereises, and the pre-
paratory eye training, he will rapidly sequire the power.
to mastor other words,

Preparatory Drill.— Objects Eefore Words. It is not
in he provinee of this ook to preseribe, in detail, the
preparatory drill which should be given befors attempt-
ing to teach words,

The suthor carnestly reeomsuends, however, that the
first two weeks, at least, be cotirdly devoted to eye,
var, and voies training,  Tho rapid recognition of objeets
beld in the hand, of pictures, both on the blackboard and
vnt from books, will train the eye to see quickly and
sccurately; while questions shont what is seen, deserip-
tiona of the things seen, and conversations nbout them,
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will give the popil confidence in talking, and constitute
valuable language lessone.

Pronouncing Lesson. All the new words occurring
in & lesson are plaeed at the beginning, and should be
earefully and thorowshly taught, befora the child iz re-
quived to sfudy the reading legrom, Thia may be con-
vepiently done in the following manmer: Al the eclose
of cach besson, the pupil should be required to pronounce
the words in the pext sncoeeding leswon, receiving such
aid as may be found necessary to secure the correet
pronuncistion of each word.  The constant nse of the

tlackboard iz indispenesble tu teaching words.

Phonie 8pelling. No apolopy iz made for the prom-
inepee given to drill in dlementary sounds in this and
the other books of the eevics. The indistinet -fones
which render the exdreises in se many school reoms
-poinful to the listener, still make one thing distinetly
Enown—the need for regular and duily drills in element-
wry sounds. This worl, therefore, ts prescnted at fre.
gquently recurring intervuls throughont the serivs, and io
as great o vanety of forms as possible. The teacher
whe, for a single term, faithfully takes up these ex-
ereagcs, Will never again consent to forego them. .

In the ¥irst Header, the dimeriticel marks are intro-
dueed, primarily, as indications io the teacher of the
sounds to be taught, and should be ealled to the notiec
of the pupil only when his observation has become quick
engugh to emible him to interpret remdily their foree;
but the sound-training should begin st once, and shounld
on no account be omitted or slighted,




FIRST READER. v

Lettera and Spelling. As soon as a few words have
been learned by sight, it is well to teach s few letters
each day as they oecur in the new words, until all have
been learned. To aid in this, the new letter forms of
each lesson are introdueed in this ook separately, side
by side with the phonie work. The alphabet will thus
be almost impereeptibly fanght, and csn essily be re-
duced to order.

Great care hes bocn taken to arrange conveniently
for epelling, all the words ueed in the book. Let the
child spell all the words of the lesson, at first with the
book before him: but be sure he does it attentively.

Hcript Lessons. The eeript lefters ueped should be
taught by comparigon with the Roman, and then copied
on alate, paper, or blackboard., The seript lessons, as
well aa the blackboard and slste exercises, are intended
a8 pugrgeetions” for additional work to e given by the
teacher, and are not desipned to be' exhasstive of the
work which should be done

Voice Training. {oncert drill npon short poemns and
stories, and on colloguial phrases and sentences, is most
excellent for teaching eorrect inflections, developing pure
tones, and correcting errors in artionlation; while at the
game time it iz 4 sonrcee of keen enjoyment to the ehild,
rendering attractive his first daye at esehool.



T this Reader fhe new sownds fo bo lowght with cach
lesson, qre indicated by leflers printad in hewry type, with
fhe digcritical marking. They are gradually iitroduced,
snd are taken frow the words of lhe leszom. Worde of
the lesson comprsed of sounds previously Ienraed are s
infroduced, fo be wpelled by sound; ond of fhese exereises
ave praoperly taught, the ability af the chifd to pronpunce
new weords, when ke fus finiched the book, will be found

SHFprRny,

I Part L. of this Reader, dincrifical morkings of the
new weords of the head of ench lesson, wre placed on the
Iwnigg pad ghort vowels ondy, und wel on those until the
sound marked kas Leen specifically towghf in the preced-
tay feasona, OF the new words dn Port JT., all vowels are
marked whose sounds hoave been previcusly fanght.

The Sevipt Tessons ave designed fo swggest the method
of tenching, nof fhe guuntity o be taught. 4 much
grenter wrmber of legsens shontd be given than can properly
Jintd spune i the feader
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