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INTRODUCTION.,

It has been my purpose, in the preperation of this volume, to present
at one view o history of the Hepublican party, a defense of its pal-
ley and the rensons which justify its continuance in power. I have
not dwelt upon its errors and mistakes; it has commitied errors, it has
made mistakes, but those errors and mistakes have not ioterfered
with its general policy nor affected in any sensible degree the good
fortune of the country.

It secepted  power when the industries of the country were insig-
niflcant in volume, Hmited in variety, and paralyzed by the constant
and vigoroue warfere upon every measure desimed to foster labor or
to add to the security of capital employed in manunfactures and trade,
The country was coslaved to the idea that agriculture might prosper
whils manufactures were neglecied.

It aceepted power when the conntry was on the ove of a phrntie
war and when all the conditions and clecumstaness were unfavorable
o ity suecessful proseention,

It has admdnlstered the government during a fourth part of ita
constitutions! existence.

In that period the resonrces of the country have been so developed,
ita Industrles so multiplied and magnified that the era is marked ns
one of unexampled prosperity,  Im that period a new pencration of
men hes come upon the stage, who coonot, out of their own expe-
rienee, institute either contrasts or comparisons between the near and
the mote remote past,

I have eought to address myself to that elass in the hope thot I
may enable them to see, 88 In one view, the beneficial changes that
have been wroughs by the Republican party in constitiwtionsl lnw,
In public policy, in the educational and industrial condiclon of the
people, and above all in the sentiment of nationality, which is betier
gecuriiy for the preservation of the Union than can be Ind In statutes
and constitutions,

GmoTox, Mass,

GEOD, 8, BOUTWELL.



CHAPTER L

THE FROVIEIONS OF THE CONBTITUTION IN RELATION TO SLAVERY
AND THEIR FORCE IN THE FOLITICE OF THE COUNTRY,

HERE were three provisions of the orviging] Constitulion of

the Tnited Biates, and all relating 1o Blavery, that were in

confliet with the opinjions and principles of the founders of the
Bintes of Noew England, New York, and Pennsylvania,

The framers of the Constilution recoguized the existence of the
eonflict;, but they wnde no provision for its adjustment.  As the form-
ation of @ more perfect Union waa then o political necessity, thera
wus, indeed, no possibility of an adjustment of the confliol hetween
the system of slavery and the prineiples of human cquality,  In the
presenca of thal necessity the sdvorates of Blavery achieved a deci-
sive vietory, I I8 oot now important to teace tho steps by which
the victory was won, nor to Koow the pamed of members of tha
Convention who mude motions or gave votes, It was then o higher
duty to create o nation thon to stigmatize or to shun wn evil.  Bot
the victory was temporary, ond in lesa (hon three-fourths of 4 ccn-
tury those provisions of the Copstitution, which were desizned Lo
protect the system of Slavery, became the efficient 1 mot the solo
canse of ite destruetion,

Ty the Constitution the foreizn slave trade was tolerated for twenty
yenrs, and thus the glave population was greatly augmented, the eys-
tem wis gxtendel (o oew ferritorios, sod the number of persons
interested, pecuninrily, in Slavery was Inegely increased,

By another provicion of the Constitution the slave population wag
divided into classea of fives, and coch elass was counled ns thres
free persons in the representation of the several States in the Towso
of Representatives and in the Elcetoral Colleges for the eloies of
President and Viee-Presideut of the United  Btates, Thus it came
to pass (ol by the importation of savage nogroes from Alrics, the
Bouth added to its political power in the govermment of the countey,

g m



