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INTRODUCTION,

Iy the beginning of ithe year 1658, THoMas
Rocoesree, Eag., of Whalton, by advertise-
ment in the local newspapers, announced that
prizea to the amonnt of £100 woenld be given
for the besi Five Emsaye on * Man's Duty fo
God,” to be Wreitten by Working Men or
‘Women, residing In the County of Northum-
berland. Hor thesa prizes thers wers fifty-
four competitors; apd the successful Essaya
were published in the conrse of the same year.

At the commencemegnt of the present year
(1859), the same gentloman offersd prizes to
the same amount f[or the best Eeeays on
# Man's Duty to his Weighhomr,” to be
Written by Members of the same Class, For
these prizes thers were fifly-six competitors,
ard the Eleven Essaye comprised in the pre-
sent volume are those to which the adjudi-
cators awarded the prizes.



i {RTRODYOTION.

It is the object of the following Xaesys to

indicate, a8 briefly and plainly a8 poesible, what
our duly is, and the conditions nocessary for
its performance. They are produced by those
who belong to the humble walks of life, and
who #ve dependemt on their own labonr for the
bread that perishetl. This positicn is, per-
baps, an advantage in dealing with the subject
under consideration, as it enebles the writer to
take a practical view of the subjeot, guided of
ovurse by the lght shed from the Holy Serip-
iures. Imperfections are o be fonnd in each
Esszy ; bot it may be that the deficleneics of
ong: aré aupplisd hy rome ofhor writer, In
presenting thess Essaye, therefors, besides the
upefulness of whowing the capacitics of the
~working classes, » complete compendium ie
prosented of the whole renge of that moet
momentons matter—Man's Dty o bz Neigh-
bour,—and in the hope that their perasal will
waken minds, now dormant, to reflection and
action in the cause of God, their fellow men,
snd ihemselves, we give this work to the
world.



MAN'S DUTY TO HI8 NEIGHBOUR,

ES3SAY L

Jezon said oote him, Thon shalt love the Lond thy
Giod with all thy hears, with all thy eoal, and with all
thy mird.

This e the fimt sud great sotnmatdmont.

And thi gecond ia like anta it,

Thou ehalt love thy weighbonr ma thysell—IMary,
Txil. 87, 38, 8.

I the sbove poassags the Divine Tescher
onunelates, in torms the most eomprohonsive
and complete, the great abd paramount duties
of man ; firstly, hie duty to the grest Boing, to
whose creative power and bonevolenos he owes
his existence, hin high destiny, and sll thoes
great intellectnal and moral prwers and affee-
tions which pre-eminently distinguish him ; and
sooondly, his duty to his neighbour, whom be in
R
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commanded to love & himeelf. And in eon-
pidering those proat precepts, i is worthy of
particular note, as shewing tho golemn natura
of men's doty fo man, that the same expressive
term, fore, In carried from the frat to the second
wommandment, thos interwesnving, as it wers,
and renderlng Weoparable, mone duty to God
and to hizs neighboar, And, ndeed, the two
duties are inseparable.

The love of God, in tha cxerciee of which we
ars commanded fo exert the whole energy of
oay souls, diffars duly I Eoprveo from the love
due to our neighboar. The love of Cod i
that feoling of Intengo reverones and vensration
which fills and animeates the mind of man when
In commonlon with the grost Author of his
being, the conmtewplatfon of whose sttributea
of infinfte power, of wisdom, of gondness, and
of meroy, naturally movea the aoul 4o feslings
of devotion more profound than all other
objects of homan meditation. Man's love #o
his neighbour is & pentimient necessarily less
exalted and Intenac, end exhibits iteelf in acks
and feelings of kindoess, good-will, friendahip,
affection, tenderness, and the like. Bui thomgh
thewe latter duties are of a more humble netare,
their foll performancs is not the loss neceasary,
an we have meen, to meet the roguirements of



