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PREFATORY NOTICE TO PART I

&

] *q N committing thess somewhat crode pages to the press, it
] W+ secns necessary to explaln why in this fret part, so much
e ~..-' J4gt of 2 personal character has been Introduced. It was con-
1.1;1 personal parrative, In such cases as that of which these
pages traat, will generally possess the greatest amount of interest, for
partics unacquainted with the characters and seenca affected ; and as
the amelioration of the case of the poor peogple who bave suffered most
liy this awiul visitation, throngh the medium of sound religions edecation,
Iz the object to which any emolnment ariding from the sale of this
pamphlet will be devoted, it was deemed not foreigm to the suobject in
hand, to mention the Baines-town Day-Sehools, whesever they come fairly
within the rapge ofthe parrative. Mareover, T am not without hope, that
tha sympathy cxeited In bebalf of the distress of onr poor and ignorant
population, may be proved and aitested by sid towards the monoal ex-
penses of thesa Behoals, in which 400 Llack children are dafly taught the
elementd of 2 plain and religions cﬂ_ucatiuu.

WH. INO. WOODCOCE,
Subscriptions will be received By Williom Latham, Erg., Melton-

Mowbray, Leicestershire; ory the Rev, Thomai B, Howard, Wadsicy
Parsougge, near Shegfield, \

o






Babawma Tornado,

V

A
'@ 'HE scason towards the close of March was unummally
rough for the Bahamas, Such violent weather as
Nassau is visited with, iz commanly to be expected in the
sutumnal portion of the year, when the little vessels scarcely
venture from their anchorage, but wait antil the dreaded time
of * the Hurricane months * is past. When thercfore, Sa-
turday the 30th of March, 1850, was ushered in with rain, and
continued with storm, thunder, and lightning, and every
indication of great clectrical disturbance; although men
crept under shelter, and shut their windows, no one appre-
hended any very unusual convulsion of the elements.

Yet it had been s0 decreed by Him who “maketh the
clonds His chariot, and walketh upon the wings of the
wind”; and the black-fringed clonds which hung like a cur-
tain over the Island of New Providence, though regarded
only as an evidence of g thunder storm, were in reality dark
precursors of & desolation as gloomy and mysterious as them-
solves,

The sky grew blacker and blacker. The idlers in the
streets gathered into the shops, the women whe had gone to
the Saturday's market, crowded for shelter under the market-
A



8 BAHAMA TORNADD.

house, and few were the loiterers in the war of rain, thunder,
and lightning, which ensued. Suddenly, there was a solemn
stillness, a lull, after the roar of the comflicing elements.
Rapid, short, and deafening claps of thunder, preceded by
vivid flashes of forked light, occnrred at intervals, as if the
heavens were presaging some fearful judgment of Jehovah.
At last, (about a guarter past one p.m.) & low roaring noise,
somewhat resembling the rush of many wheels, arose towards
the south-west of the town and suburbs of Nassau. In that
direction lie the settlements of (rants-town and Baines-
town, chiefly inhabited by Afrieans, and containing a popula-
tion of about 2500 souls. The houses of these people are
made either of wood, or ef the young saplings (called wattles)
of the native pine-tree, intertwined and consclidated with
plaster, and are nearly all thatched with the leaves of the
palmetto or fen-paim, which grows ingreat abundanee through-
out the Bahamas. Some few are built of the coarse Lime-
stone, of which these Islands consist.

At the South-western corner of these settlements the storm
descended in the form of a Tornado, and proceeded with ter-
rible veloeity in a slightly curved line, to the north-east, its
path rarely exceeding from 20 to 100 yards in width, What-
ever stood in this line was destreyed or desolated, the fragile
houses of the poor Afrieans were caught by the whirlwind,
dashed to pieces, the fragments scattered over the Island, and
into the sea; stone walls and more substantial dwellings were
overturned and prostrated, and the sky seemed crowded, for
the while, with flying beams, roofs, furniture, and clothes.
The rotatory eharacter of the Ternado, by whirling round
and round these terrible missiles, Increased the destruetion,
and diminished the power of resistance. In vain the lofty
cocoa-nut palms stuck their roots into the rock; they were
twisted assunder [ike & tender herb, and burled upon the
carth, monuments of the power of the unrestrained tem-
pest.  The fruit gardens—upon the produce of which the
poor ssttlers of Granis-town and Baines-town so much de-
pend—were utterly desolated, the avocado pears, the shad-
docks, the oranges, lemons, limes, and sabadillos were stripped



