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PREFACE.

Tuese chapters were written in the earlier months of
1874, in respmfae to an advertisement inserted in
several newspapers inviting competitive essays :qmu
“ British Opinum_Policy, and its Results to India and
China.” The author did not see the advertisement
until some time after its appearance, and the brief
interval allowed for the composition of the book was
for him abbreviated by the necessity of simultaneously
carrying on other labours. Marks of haste were
inevitable ; these have been, as far as possible,
removed in the process of revision for the press;
but he fears that the following pages still bear some
traces of the circumstances of their production.
Several months after the book was completed a
society, of which the anthor had the honour to be
appointed sceretary, was formed to diffuse infor-
mation upon the subject, and to appeal to the
conscience of our Government and people against
the trade. This =ociety now publishes the present
work, hoping that it will do service by promoting a
al
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dizeussion of the real mevits of the question. The
particular statements and opinions herein contained,
however, are put forth on the author's scle respon-
gibility; and the sociefy he has the hononr to serve
must not be held aceountable for more than a general
approval of the design of the book.

Nearly two years have elapsed since the book was
written, during which time the opium question has
been debated in ParbHament and the press. The
author hasz taken advantage of the process of revision
to alter statisties lo the lalesl dates, to add a fow
foot-notes and introduce some new matter into the
appendix, and to excise or qualify a few hasty
expreszions,  Bul the substance of the book remains
e same, and the chief result of two vears’ farther
study of the subject, and of interchange of thought
with many minds upon it, has been to intensify the
writer's convietion that England is verily guilty in
thiz matter, If ouly the nation ¢ould be aroused to feel
the absolute necessity of some change for the betier,
the writer’s chief end will be gained ; and he would
uot repine thongh the spiit of reformation should
work in ofher modes than he has indicated. In the
meantime he has seen no cange to alter his opinion
that the right eourse would be to abandon the opium
monopoly, and to relieve China from the treaty
obligation to admit opinm, promising her, in lien
thereof, our honest and hearty aid in every effort put
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forth by the Chinese authorities to prohibit the trade
on their own coasts,

A word or two may be permitted lhierve in explana-
tion of the author’'s diglike to the epium monopoly.
An able writer in the Coafemporary Review (Fch,,
1876) urges that the wickedness lies, not in raising
money from opium by monopoly rather than by tax,
but in encouraging the production of opium, and in
compelling the Chinese to admit the opium thus pro-
duced. The author admits that the monopoly powera
now possessed by the Indian Government might
conceivably be used for exaetly the contrary purpose
to that for which they bavo been and are used, vie.
to prevent, instead of to provide for export to China.
Tt is also possible, on the other hand, that the Indiun
(tovernment, if disposacazed of the monopoly, might
encourage the production of opinm by private indi-
viduuls for the sake of revenue. Therefore, it such
a change should ever be proposed hy the Govern-
ment, it will be needful to wateh the process, for
the purpose of preventing the public being deceived
by a sham reform. Nor will it be wise to expect
from any such change a substantial and permanent
relief of the Chinese. The Chmese themselves must
put down the opium trade in China. Our business
18 to remove the obstacles we have placed in the way
of their doing so, and to encourage and agsist them in
contending against the vice to the hest of our ability.
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While so far agreeing with the Confempoirary, the
author nevertheless cannot recant his profession of
political faith, To his mind, prometion of an evil and
permission of an evil are not the same thing, either in
the ease of an individual ov of that collection of
individuals called a Government. There are evils
which we eannot wisely interfore with, but which it
would be shame for ns to encourage. Besides this
theoretical objection, there is s very grave praectical
objeetion to the monopoly. As the Marqus of
Salisbury pointed out to the deputation the other
day, by means of the monopely the (Governmeunt
secures for itself the merehants’ profit as well as the
tax. The trade never having Leen in private hunds
from time immemorial, there is no class of persons
deprived of an advantage which ihey miss through
the prohibition of private frade. Ilenec it las
happened that the Government of India has been
able to extract millions from China without their
own subjects feeling the pressure at all.  The temp-
tation has been irresistible, and the writer fears it
will be irresietible unto the end, 8o long as that
monopoly endures the Indian Government will
work 1t, as they have hitherto worked it, to enrich
their treasury, regardless of the consequences to
China.

The author, therefore,  cannot withdraw his
protest against the Indian Government’s direct
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participation in the opinm trade. Nevertheless,
ag this book will show, he alwavs regarded the
iniguity of forcing the drng into China as incom-
parably greater than that of having a Governmental
connexion with it in India. If insisting wpon the
removal of the lesser evil has diverted attention
from the more serions one, nobody more sincerely
regrets the error in policy than himself. A new
session of Parliament is before us, and events have
drawn the public attention to China, It is to be
hoped that we shall prove we have learned wisdom
by cxperience, and shall not fail to make good use of
future opportunities,

Canads Building, King Sireet, Westminster,
24th Febroary, 1576,






