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PREFACE

AS the capture and subsequent demolition of
the Bastile form a primary feature in the annals of
. the Erench Revolution, a true relation of that re-
markable event must be of the first importance to
thie J istorian, whose duty it is to transmit to 'poé-
terity, an impartial account of an unexampled
ebullition of popular fury, that has convulsed Eu-
rope to her centre, and effected the most alarming
changes in her political and territorial ‘division.

Having lately met wilth a work, published
b;v autherity of the National Assembly of France,
giving an account of the surrender of the Bastile,
totally'different from those hitherto received as ge-
nuine, Ithought it highly worthy of a translation.

' Its
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Its titfe is, * The Bastile Unveiled ; or, a recita! of
authentic pieces, useful in fori‘ning its history; the
produce of the sale being appropriated to the relief
of the widows and children of those patriotic citi-

zens who were viciims to their zeal, in the attack -

on that fortress. The original papers found in the
archives of the Bastile, on its surrender, were de-
~ posited in the Lyceum, from the 14th of July to
the close of August, for the pub_Iic inspection, and
afterwards removed to the Hotet de Ville.®

In this werk, I was surprised to find the pam-
phlet printed for Grangé and sold by Goujon in

Paris, under the title of * Remarks and anecdotes .

on the castle of the Bastile,” » shameful imposi-
tion on the public, A much hetter account might
have been e;xpucted from the pen of M. Linguet,
who was some time confined there: but in the sub-
sequent pages it will be found, that what he pub-
lished in England relative to that state prison, was.
the DEspring ﬁf resentment and éplﬂ:&ﬂ, and as re-
plete with errours as the plan of the building at-
tached to jt. ' '

Signora
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Signora Piozzi, in her last curious work entitled

Retrospection, {with her usual attention to veraci-

_ ty,) asserts, That only six prisoners were found
in the Bastile on the day of its capture; one of
whom was M. de la Tude, who, aécording to her,
was afterwards bmught to the guillotine by the in- -

surgents, '

- T have observed, and not without a sentiment of
uneasiness, that the editors of a ljl:erhry compilati-
on 50 respectable as the Ehc;rc]apm;:lia Londinen-
sis, have too readily admitted as n;tattersiof fact, (in
their relation of this event,} seversl circumstances
which seem destitute of foundation: this will be
evident, by cémparing the following extract from
that work with the authentic accounts published
by the French National Assembly.

« Upwards of 1200q citizens, armed with mus-
quets, sabres, and hatchets, and headed b}; the
grenadier guards, assembled early in the morning,
of the 14th of July, 1785, and demanded of the
governor, M. de Launay, thﬁt the prisoners should
be set at liberty, and that the antiilc should be sur-
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rendered into their hands, The g:uvemnr dissem-
bled, but.said he would comply ; and ordered the
outer gate to be upened, under pretence of ad-
mitting a party to fake possession of it: but no
souner had they entered, than the gate was shut
upon them, and the drawbridge over which they-
had passed was instantly taken up. The governor
then ordered the soldiers of the garrisoﬁ to fire up-
on them through Joop-holes and turrets, until eve-
1y person admitted was either killed or wounded.
The people without, on hearing the firing, and
Jearning the perfidy of the governor, instantly as-
gauited the castle in all quayters, when a breach
was mgde, and it was carried b}; starm.  The go-
vernor being taken, was executed at the Greve ;
and M. de Lolme Salbray, majar‘ of the Bastile,
- yvas killed in defending it,

“The prisoners at this time confined in the'fort-
reks were no more th:in seven ; a high proof of the
mildness of the government under Louis XVIL—
The people, who anxiously look after the wonder-
ful, thouzh in scenes of misery, scemed su'rprised
and even disappoiated to fad g0 few.
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