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PREFACE.

I suppose I must write a preface before I enter onc step
on my work, sad tell why I am going to write a book, aul
what I am going to write about. The why is because muny
of our good citizens wish for such a work ; but the wiat is
more than I can tell, as I may feel very differently to-mor-
row from what I do to-day ; and therefore I am unable to tell
in what kind of n chennel my idoas mny tako & notion to flow.
But first, I intond to give ns minute an nccount of the early’
sobtlement of the town ad tho best data in my posscssion will
enable me to do; and ulso of the expenditures of the town
for the benefit of its inhabitants; the immigration of new
settlers gince the commencement of the settlement; the acci-
dents, and remarkable incidents, that have taken place; histor-
ical aketches, narrative and anecdote, occasionally interspersed
with just such ideas as happen to run in my noddle while
writing. I shall not nttempt to tell a good story, or to erack
s good joke, for the sake of producing u good hearty langh;
for such things always hit eomewhere; but Iam bound to
get along without running against anybody, if I can help it.
T intend to tell the zruth as for as I tell anytlhing: I shall
“ naught extenuate, nor set down nught in malice,” and intend
to wholly avoid bringing sny “railing acousation” against
any one. 1 humbly acknowledge the many kindnesses re-
caived from different individusls in furnishing me with ficts
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and materials, aathoy were ablo, for the commenoement and
proscention of tho work; smong which persons are first,
Samuel Ames, (he lins slmost been my standing register
about tho first sottlement,) and adso Denjamin Flint, Aaron
Wilkins, Dariug Holt, Nathaniel Bennott, Joel Frost, John
Pike, Daniel Knight, Jr., and Daniel Stevens; and among
the fernales are the widow Olive Stevens, Mrs. Ruth Lovejoy,
Mre. Maory Stevens, the wifo of Jonas Stevens, and Mrs.
Mary Ordway, the wifo of Amos Ordway ;—aa they were the
children of the very first scttlers, and were old enough to
rotain their early impressions about matters and things of
those early times. Mrs. Mercy A. Whitman hes my warmest
thanks for her carefully-preserved record of the deaths in the
town gince 1820. The town suthorities are kindly thanked
for the uso of tho Selectmen’s books ; and the town Clerk for
his records sinco 1848, and tho same to the Treasurer,

The several religious socictics will nccept my thonks for
their aid generously farnished me, and with my warm thanks,

.8 warmer wish, that our Heavenly Father may always con-
‘tinuo to smile propifiously on them, and fit them, more than
«ver, for the full enjoyment of a blessed immortality,

To the officers of the Militia (I can’t find any now, but T
have found the old books) I present my thanks for tho old
records; and all the officers of the Militia are entitled to
much praise for the correctness with which the books have
beon kept. To be sure, we all desire to sce the time ' when
men ghall learn war no more,” but porhaps it may be well to
kecp the ““ tools ready ™ for fear they may be wanted.

And this seraw] I am going to call my prefuce to the fol-
Jowing work, which I shall humbly inscribe to the good
citizens of Norway, hoping it will afford them as much plens-
ure in reading, o8 it hes afforded me labor in writing. It ig
possiblo that some things are noted which some may not de-
bira; and that other things aro omitted which some would
like to see ; but I can’t help that; I nover bargained to suit
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sverybody. Doultless there ave some mistakes. in rogard to
dates, but instend of wondering at a few mistakes, it should
be a greater wonder that there are not more; for on an ex-
smination of the work, it will' be readily seen that T have.
had & great many “irons in the fire” at the same time.
Many of the new immigrants prebably eame into the town
some months, and possibly a year bofore they are named, as
I nome them when they appear on the tax-books. Many of’
the old settlers’ sons, perhaps, do not appear in the year when
they arrived at 21 years of age, as many of them, possibly,
went off to. work, out of town, for & yeor and perhaps several
years; and in ssme instances they may be classed among the
new immigranta; but I hope such trivial matters will give no
unpleasant feclings to nny one, or in any degreo dotract from
the merita or uscfulness of the work. The town has kindly
afforded me o shelter ond & home for nearly half a century;
80 long, that it sccms 1o me that I have become & * part and
parcel  of the same: and should it cver be 8o ordained, in
Providence, that T should leavo the placo, I know I sheuld
feel o “longing for the fleab-pota’’ of old Norway, for “mth
ull thy faalts I love thee atilL"”

The citizens of Norway wilk please to sceept. my I.'Innka
for the many favors veceived during a long serics of years,
and should you be pleased to Iiberally patronize the present
work, it will greatly scrve to- smooth the down-hill of life,
which I am fist descending, and will be productive of the
lasting gratitudo of

Your most obedient ond humble scrvant,
DAYID NOYES.






HISTORY OF NORWAY.

Tug town of Norway is made up of the following tracta,
or grants of land, viz: the tract of land formerly known g
Rustfiold, purchasod by Henry Rust, of Salem, Massachus
sctis, of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in December,
1787, estimated st six thousand acres; the Lee Grant, estis
mated at six thousand acres exclusive of water; the Commings
Gore, containing about threo thousand snd six hundred acres;
and throo tiors of lots taken from the essterly sido of the
town of Watorford, vis: e strip one mile end s half wide,
and seven miles Jong, cstimated to contain six thousand seven
hundred and twenty scres; and another tract called the
““Gore,” or “Rust's Gore;,”” lying south of the Waterford
three tiers, and bordering on the northerly line of Otisfield,
containing about soventoen hundred acres more or less, making
in tho wholo a triflo ovor twenty-four thousand aeres; butak
that time it was rather a custom to make quite liberal mess-
ure in enstern lands, therefore we may safely calculate. the
quantity to be, at least, twenty-five thousand scres, or more.
The Waterford three tiers, and the *Rust Gors,” last de-
geribed, 1ying south of the three tiors, form the weaterly side
of the town, mnking the whole length eight miles and one
hundred and thirty-eight rods. The Los Grant lies in the
northenst comnor of the town, the Cummings Gore between
the Leo Grant snd the northerly part of the Waterford three



