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PREFACE,

iria not vecessary to relate in what manoer the
following lines cama inta the possession of the editor.
The author has long heon in that pasition in which
the love of fame cannor affect him, nor the desire of
reward influence him. He did oot wish the verses
to be publiahed in the wsual way. They are givento
the public in the hope that their pablication may be
useful- He has long been thoroughly coovinced that
Popery, in al] its general bearings, ia the enemy to
the religion, happiness, and freedom of mankind ; and
that it ought to be opposed to the ntmost, in every
wanper eonsistent with the peace of society,

That Popery, as asystem, is destructive of intel-
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lectnal and civil liberts, in a truth which both the past
history of the world, and its present eondition, com.
pletely demonstrate. In whatever country we trace
its footateps, we invariably fnd ipoorance, oppression,
and misrule, evety way predominznt. It wages an
incessant war with all that {s noble, patriotic, and
progressive in human patura ; rod ereates and foslers
a apirit of mental proetration, snd religions ntolerance.
The systern is uhiquitous ; it is every way present.
It stands at every moment of lime hetween a man
end his owa thoughts ; and iz always in a pesition to
cateh the fuintest sepirations afier political or social
changes, no matter how argently eafled for and bepe-
ficial in their tendency. Popery, to secure the
fulfilment of its nohalloswred purposes, hae catablished
a regularly congentrated aystem uf esplionage and io-
trigue—the prolific aource of innumerable crimes and
falsehooda, both amonyg stales and individuals, [t is

& terror to princes, as weli as to the people.

Thesa opinione the author of (hese stanzas enter-
taine. ‘They have not been adopted from second-hand

sources, but are the result of most profound and
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comprehensive investigations into the eeclesiastical
laws of the Church of Bome, from the earliest times
to the present day; and from a carefol examination of
these lawe with the purely civii and political inatitutions
of every country in Burope.  His couclusions on the
character of the Papacy are, thercfore, fair and
logical deductions from a vast host of historical facts
eqd sound arguments, and are not the mere result of
superficial and parvow views, orinterested and bigoted
prejudices.  His firm consiction is, that the world
will pever know peacs till Ged, in hiz providenee,
shall deal with Popery, a3 he dealt with the ancicnt
beathuns, —Ha withdrew the pesple from the priests
and the priests from the temploa,

The editor was well acquainted with the author of
these stangas; and it fa ncecssary to add that the
author always believed,—and the two Caatos now pub-
lished are written on the hypothesia,—that Popery wili
perich by the gradusl alienation of its people from the
follies, superstitions, and errors which ite Prieats,
like the Priests of heathen Bome, will endeavoor to
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retein, till God's time come, when their power shall

be at an end,

The reader is requested to excuse some repetitions
of sentiment and metaphors io the following stanzas.
They were, in some messure, unavoidable from the
nature of the subject, and from the aatempt to describe
the effect of the oathe to wphold the Papal supremacy
upon the various classen of iy dopes—the Pontiffs,

the Prieste, snd the Laity.
VERAX.
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