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PREFACE,

IT is generally thought Necessary {0 assign & motive
for giving publicity to poetic efTusions, written for
the purpose of privafe amusement. The author of
the present Juvenile Prﬂdu:l‘.iuns gan-ﬂiﬂ_l:p acknow-
ledges, that her reasons are not of the most importiant
nature.  She wigh! urge the desire of friends ;—but
that convenient retreat of ¥anity, interest, or other
latent motives, at prescut affords neither shelter nor
concealment.  The lynx eye of eriticism long ago
pEI‘IEﬂ'atEd the shalde, and hrqugT:Lt the trembling
culprits to open shame !

The tradition related in Mr. MariNER'S Berount
aof the Tonga Islands, thoush a love lale, is of no com-

wmon nature, It possesses, in a considerable degree,
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vi FREFACE.

thse charm of novelty ; and has many circumstances
of touching interest attached to it.  Indeed it is ex-
quigitely adapted for the subject of a Poem ; and if
the sttempt to render it in that form has not entirely
failed,—the plain and very brief, though interesting
narrative, must become donbly pleasing throngh the
medivm of versification, and the occagional aid of
fictitious colouring where the erigingl appeared im-

perfect.

The anthor dare not presume to say, that she has
attained in her poetic relation, that rarest of all the
graces of siyle—simplicily ; yet she may confidently
observe, that the simplicity of nafure is In no respect
violated by the studied phraseclogy of arl, or cari-
' eatured under the garb of modemn affectation.

Far:unu_ia a lover, and a child of Nature, in one
of her romotest fslands.  Unacquainted with the
trick, or disguise of artful refinement, his sentiments
must flow in the genuine language of simple affee-
tion, or he will not be the lover of a South Sea
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JIsland!  But, however the Poem may be executed,
it-must be read as the production of eighleen, and

judged accordingly.

The author has frequently been surprised to hear
persons of the best sense assert, that to publish poetry
inferior to the effusions of a Gray, or a THonsoN,
(not to mention poets of higher fame,) is justly en-
titled te the name of presumption. Allowing thia
to be just,—how many shall be found guilly since
the grave shrouded these distinguished Iuminaries !
And shall a CampPpELL, a MoNTeoMERY, and a '
Scotr, blush for the folly of preswmplion ¥ Forhid
it, justice, taste, and candour !

The author, without the slightest intention or
wish of bringing herself into the scale of comparison,
considers the idea extremely illiberal and erroneous.
The Eagle flights of geniug, amid clouds and storms,
astonish and overpower ug ;—but who has not felt
the peaceful soaring of the Lark a thousand times
more pleasing? The song of the Nightingale is ex-
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quisitely melodious,—mut none on this account would

chase, (of humbler note,) the Linref and the Black-
&ird from our woods and vales!

Pursuing the metaphar in_feathers, few will consi-
der the ]-,ﬂu'it'ng bird an emblem of Ihimf]r; yet,
perhaps, the greatest bard has wowittingly mingled
a lorromed note in his own delightful strain.  And
should the mimie propenzity be discoverable in any
part of this unprefending volume— the eharitable will
belicve the asthor when she asserte, that she has
alwaye endeavoured to look into nature with her
own cyes, and to consider every subject with an
effort of her omn sind,  But the sentiments and
deseriptions contained in books float in the memory,
amd sometimes o ndistioctly amd vaguely, that
they are mistaken by &¢!f-partiality for original
coucepiions.

It has heen mentioned to the author as matter of
surprise, that so many of her pleces (being juvenile

productions) should be tinctured with me'ancholy.
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Allowing thet no persenal motive exiats for this dis-
pasition,—ecuen a mind of any sensibility or reflection,
look around on the scenes of misery daily exhiblied,
anl aceumulating in awful increase, without a con-
genial impression? Docs not the sparkling eye of
pleasure involuntarily grow dim with tears, and the
breast of careless gaiety acknowledge itself capable
nf'muiatmh-nl_ir reflection?  The tolling of & bell an-
nanncing o solemn accent the departure of a fellow-
ereature, naturally leads Melaucholy to twine the
evpress round Faney's bower.  But when the mind
considers the sefure of the exit, and the impenctrable
mystery in which its future state of existence is
shrowiled, this feeling arises to sublimity | Desides,
when the joyous spirit is on the wing, who can
expect it tamely to alight and trace its feclings on
paper? It is only in our sober hecies that poetry

bacomes an amusemenl.

Tll.ﬂ-ugh possessing lietle wnbition, mwl still Jess
vanity, the author considers it but just to say, that
many of the detnched picces were wiitten at the age
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of fifteen ; and even the more immediate productions
of seventeen and eighteen claim a gencrous exemption
from the severify of eriticism on the score of juveni-
lity. Maturity of judgment, extensive cheereation,
and consequently an enlargement of ideas, have not
sot their seal on the auther’s talent, therefore decisive
aplnion must be suspended till that period.  And even
to pronounce sentence on fulure productions from the
appearance of the present should be done with cau-
tion. The juvenile productions of Lonp Dvnox,
the first Poet of the present day, excited the luugh of
contempl in the world of crities !

Perhaps the best recommendation the author caun
give hier poctic effusions, is to say, that they were
written with the greatest factlity. She hig too much
cumpassion for her ewn feelings to sit down and rack
her brain for ideas, and too much indelence of dispo-
sition for dragging together line after line by mere
dimt of foree and lobour !

Isaserea Hinomansn.

ALNMICK, Ajril 50t0, 1618,



