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WINGFIELD'S DISCOURSE OF VIRGINTA.

INTRODUCTION.

Ayouvr three yvears since, my attention was first divected
to this narrative of Wingfield in the Lambeth 1ibrary,
by the reference made to it in the frst volume of the
Tev. James 8. M. Anderson’s « History of the Church of
England iu the Colonies,” &e., first pmblished in Londen
in 1845, In lamenting the lack of definite infurmation
coucerning the Rev. Ttobert ITunt, the ficst minister in
the Colony, the author swys, # I am thankful, however, to
have found in the Lambeth Library a manuseript which
throws some light, however faint, upon this latter point.
1t is murked in the catalogue as * anonymons’; and the
deseription is so far corvect, thot its anthov's nune ia
not formally inseribed upon it The dedication is not



4 INTRODTOTION,

signed at all; but, pereeiving that it was a jowrmnal of the
earliest proceedings of the Colony, I felt persnaded that
it wounld well repay perusal.  Nor was I disappointed ;
for I found it written by a person of no less importance
than Edward Maria Wingfield, — one of those to whom
the patent was granted, and whe, npon the arrival of the
colonista in Virginia, was cleeted their first President.
Tt contains a minufe acecunt of the transactions which
chiefly concerned himself, from the time of their first
landing in Virginia to his return to England, after he
had Dbeen deposed from his office. . . . I am not aware
that its contents have in any shape been placed before
the publie”™ (vol. 1 p. 167, second edition, T.ondon,
1856). The anthor, in the preface, expresses his obli-
pation to the Rev. 5. R. Maitland, Libravian at Lambeth,
for the help which he afforded in deciphering the manu-
seript.

The application for a copy of this mumuseript, which
1 at onee formed the purpose of making, was detayed
until within @ few months ; when one was promptly pro-
emred for me through my [Hend, Mr. H. G Somerby,
of Tondon, who, in a note respecting the original, thus
writes: ¥ The journad fills about twenty pages of fools-
eap paper, and is closely wreitten.  Mr. Anderson is
wrong in stating tlat it i3 morked *anonymous’ i ilhe

catalogue.  Tlut word relers to another manuscript.



INTLODUCTION. &

Mr. Wingfield's name is indorsed on the back of the
jowrnal™ Tn a note accompanying the copy, he says,
“I have carefully compared the copy with the original,
and corrected several mistakes made by the copyist; so
that you can rely upon the document T sond you, verba-
tim et fiteratim.'  The indorsement upon the journal,
which is in vol. 250 of MSS. pp. 3583 ef seq., is, * A
Discourse of Virginin, Auct. Ld. Ma. Wingfield.”

Since the time of Purchas, whe probably had seen
this nurrative {sce vol. iv. p. 1706}, it appears to have
escaped the notice of historicu] students till the atten-
tion of Mr. Anderson wus attracted to 1t As will be
seen, the * Iiseourse ™ is written fn purt, if not chiefly.
in defence of the wuthor's course while President of the
Colony, and in reply to the clurges preferved against
him; and waa probably draws up sven adler his retum
to Fngland in May, 1604.

The only original llistories of the Colony at James-
town. hitherto published, covertuy e period embwaced
by this manuseript, axe, — First, the one by Capt. JTohn
Smith, giving a history of the settlemcent from the ar-
rival of the colomists in April, 1607, to the sailing of
Cupt. Nelson in the “Phaenix,” June 2, 1608 This
may have heen zent over by that vessel; as it was
printed the same year, in a small quacto of thirgy-six
pages, in black letter, with the following title: —
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# A Tme Relalion of such oceurrences and aceidents of
noate as hapned in Vieginia since the first planting of that
Collony, which is now resident in the sonth part thereof, (i1l
the last retorne from thence. Written by Ceptaine Smith,
coronell of the waid Collony, to s worshipfull friend of his in
England.  London, . . . 16087

It may be mentioned, that the title first issucd with
this tract, by o mistuke of the printer, bore the name of
Thomas Watson as the anthor.  'With the corrected title
was added an cxplanatory preface,  This is the first tract
published relatiug to the Colony at Tamestown.

Becond, the description of Virginia by Capt. Smith,
cutitlod —

fA Map of Yiegimis,  With o Degeription of the Connlrey,
the Commoditios, I'ecple, Government, and Religlon.  Wril-
ten by Captaine Bmith, sorctimes Governour of the Conntrey.
Whevewntn s uonexed the Prosecdinga of thosa Colonies, sineo
thelr frst Departins from Bogland, with the diseonracs, Ora.
tions, and relations of the Halvages, abd Lhe accidents that
hefell there in all their Jonrneys and discoveries. Taken
faithtvlly we they wore written ant of the writings of Doctor
Rvaselly Tho, Blvdley, Anas Toldkill, Teffra Abot, Richard Wit
fin, Will. PPhettipliee, Nathaniel Powell, Richard Tots, . . .
At Ozford, . .. 16122

The fivat part of this tract, purporting to be written
by Smith, is, a8 its title indicates, a topographical de-



