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PREFACHE

W —

THE task of giving seine account of Maxwell's work
—of deseribing the shave that he has token in the
advance of Physical Setenee during the Jatter halt
of this nineteenth century—has proved no light
labour.  The problems which he atacked are of
sich nmgnitude and  complesity, that the attempt
to explain them and theiv importance; satisfactorily,
without the aid of symbols. s alnest foredoomed
to failure. Howover, the attempt has been wade,
in the belief that there are many whe, though they
eannot follow the mathematical nnalysis of Maxwell's
work, have suflicient general knowledge of physieal
ilens and principles to make an aceonnt of Maxwell
and of the deyelopment of the truths that he dis-
eovered, subjects of intellicent interest.

Maxwells life wns written in 18582 by two of those
who were most intimately connected with him, Pro-
fessor Lewis Campbell and Dr, Garnett.  Many of the
biographical details of the earlier part of this book
are taken from their worle My thanks wre due to
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them and to their publishers, Messrs. Macmillan, for
permission to use any of the letters which appenr
in their Liography, T trust that my briel aceount
wiay bo sutfieient to indnee many to read Professor
Campbell’s “ Life amd Letters” with a view of learn-
g wore of the inner thoughts of one whoe has
left &0 strong an bopring on all e undortook, and

was so deeply loved Ly oll who knew him,
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