THE BOOK OF
PROVERBS, EXPLAINED
AND ILLUSTRATED



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649084470

The Book of Proverbs, Explained and Illustrated by Benjamin Elliott Nicholls

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



BENJAMIN ELLIOTT NICHOLLS

THE BOOK OF
PROVERBS, EXPLAINED
AND ILLUSTRATED

ﬁTrieste






BOOK OF PROVERBS,

EXPLAINED AND 1LLUSTRATED.

BY

BENJAMIN ELLIOTT NICHOLLS, M.A.

oF GUREX'N COLLEGE, CAMIRIDGE,
CURATE OF VT, JONK'S, WALTHAMSTOW,
ATTHOR @F "HELF T0 TER READING OF THE BINLE."

“ Wherewitha! shall & young man clesnse hin way? by taking hesd
ﬂfﬂwhﬂu word. "—Faazw cxix. §.

LONDON:
PRINTED FOR J. G. F. & J. RIVINGTON,

BT. FAUL'S CHURCH YAND,
AND WATERLOO FLACE, FALL MALL.

1842,

o



GitseeT and Riviweron, Printers, Bt. John's Square, London.




CONTENTS.

CHAPTER L

GRENERAL REMARKS oN THE BOOK OF PROVERES,
BECTION FAGE

1. Design of the Book of Proverbs. . vy ievsssmvsnsssvase 8
o Arrangersent of i Contentl c.scsvivsssrsssaissnsss B

CHAPTER II.
SUGEEATIONS FOR THE INTERFRETATION OF FROVERBE.

1. The nature of 8 Proverb.scss s e ranrsssnnnssnnanas 8
2., On the interpretation of BEuren . .ovcvivisnnncrinassss 10
3 Parts of & Proverh to be compared .. .. .0 covevnarinsa. Ll
4 General termn sometimes to be limited ..ooonunina. 14
6.  The interpretation of a Froverl not liu:n ta be Nlﬁw]

to the immediate subfert.....co0c0nna wesaseens 10

CHAPTER III.
EEXPLANATIION OF PROVEREE,

1.  Explanation of Proverbs by Geography...oocevsineies 17
a Natarel History . .coua. &0
3 Manners and Costoms of

Enstern Nationa ..vvvuivvevnsnns — —
4, Iiml!oui:hn craianiny. 0¥
b. — of s particular Proverbs. .oo o vesnana.

CHAPTER IV.

ILLUBTRATION OF PRAOVERES BY BCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.
1. Part I. Chap L—dx. covnucianannas [ 1 |
g, —II, —— z—amilLlf ..oovivrvncsninnsras 6T
8 —1IIL —— zail J7—xxmiv. .ivviccnpiveganass 148
4. — IV, —— XXV — %KX covisannansssnsinaasnss 15D
5. —V, —— EIL—XXTlssscsasrnssninsnnsnnas LB

Inpex to fllustration of Proverbs by Seriptore examples. ... ... 184
GENERAL INDEX to the Proverbs referred to in this Wertk ...... 205
A2



Tauose to whom the writer wounld desire to offer by this
tract some little assistance, are the instructors of the young,
especially teachers in Bunday-schodls. It conaists chiefly
of iltustrations by Scripture examples of some of those
short but very comprehensive precepts, observations upon
homan life, human mature, ahd the dealings of God with
man, which are contained in the Book of Proverba; the
teacher being laft to carry the prineiple farther, as he may
soo fit. The chief réadon why so ‘many illustrations have
been given, is to afford opportunity of bringing larger pot-
tions of Seripture history to notice, especially from the
01d Testament; from which it is feared that the young,
without some belp, may not derive that improvement it is
so caleulated to afford them.—2 Tim. iii, 14—17. See
p. 184 to 204,




THE

BOOK OF PROVERBS,

EXPLAINED AND ILLUSTRATED.

CHAPTER L
GENERAL BEMARKS ON THE BOOK OF PROVERDS,

CoxTente—§ L Deslgn of the Book of Proverbe. § il Arrangement
of its Contents,

§i. Design of the Book of Proverbs.
Taz leading design of this portion of God's word is, as
stated at I-Eobegmlﬁugufit, to give to the young man
knowledge and diseretion (ch. i 4.), which it especially
directs him to seek by attention to the pigus instructions of
his parents (ch. i 8; vi. 20. 23.), and the precepts of
heavenly wisdom, (ch. i. 20—23.)

It is indeed a storehouse of practical wisdom. Tt is
a guide to his affections (iv. 6. 23.), ta guard him against
those temptations to which youth js most exposed (ch. i.
10; i, 16—19; v, 1—14; vi 24—35; vil. 5—27; ix.
18—18; =xxiil. 26—35; xxix. 3.), and to direct him
with regard to his settlement in lile, by pointing out the
advantages of a wise (xiv, 1; xix. 14 xxxi. 10—31.),
the ovil of a wrong choice (xi. 22 ; xix. 13; xxi. 9.19;
xxv. 24; xxvii, 15-—16.). It moreover gives him that
knowledge of the world, which will abundantly supply his

“want of experience, and guide his feet into the way of
peace io his intercourse with it, teaching him what to ex-
pect and bow to act under the ever-varying eircumstances
in which he may be placed. '

But though so especially recommended to the young, the
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6 DESIGN OF THE BOOK OF PROVERBE.  [CHAP, L.

book of Proverbs furnishes rules for the government of fa-
milies, cities, kingdoms. Out of the vast treasures of leam-
ing left us in this small volume, the best advice is fur-
nished to prinees, councillors, judges, and other public minis-
ters, or to all sorts of subjects in their several relations, and
in every condition: to make them both pious and politie;
to direct them in the cholee of their com in the educa-
tion of their children, in the management of domestic affairs
snd in their transactions with other men ; in contracting or
conducting their friendships, in giving or taking good coun-
sel and reproof, in making or preserving peace, in Judﬂ.
of men, and of the event of their designs. This book
dles the injurious tongue, corrects the wanton eye, and ties
the onjust hands in chains. It persecutes sloth, chastises
all absard desires, teaches prudence, raises men's courage,
and representa temperance and chastity after such a fashion,
that one cannot but have them in veneration ;—and thus
is, as Basll says, an universal direction for all men, and for
the whole of life. It is, moreover, important to observe,
that it not only gives such universal directions, but en-
forees attention to them from those motives which can
glone secure obedience to them, such as the anthority of
God (ch. xvi. 8.), his exact notice of all men's ways and
hearts {ch. v. 21; xv. 11.}, the rewards which attend
righteousness (ch. xi. 18.), and the punishments which fol-
low wickedness, by his just appointment, both in thia
world and the next (ch. xix. 20; xxiil. 17—19; zxvi.
10.}—8See Lowth's Directions for Reading Holy Serip-
ture and Bp. Patrick,

The terms wisdom and knowledge being sometimes
applied 1o that which perverts rather than improves the
mind, it is very important to observe that SBolomon, the
writer of this book, lays down this aa the foundation of all
his instructions, " The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge (ch.i. 7.); and, u,th:eﬁear of the Lord is
the beginning of wisdom " (ch. ix. 10,); thus teaching
us, that of &ll knowledge the knowledge of God is the
chief, that there is no true wisdom without godliness, and
that there can be no virtue in our intercourse with our
fellow-creatures, where this is wanting as the motive of
action.

When in this book folly and fools are spoken of, it em-




§1.] DESTGN OF THE BOOK OY PROVERES, T

t}r:-.ﬂl rafers to the transgression of God's law; as, of all
, t'lnt i3 the most foolish.
great design of Holy Scripture i |.a. to make us wise

unto nl'ratiun. *, It shows the necessity for salvation; it
explains the nature of that salvation; and becomes, as ﬂ:a
instroment of the Spirit, the pmm- of (lod to salvation
to every one that believeth ®. ﬂln dﬂtlopement
of this object, the book of Pmmht its part.
nature end consequences of sin are so deseribed, mstmngly
to imply oor need of that salvation which Christ has wronght
out for us, Bee chapa, i, 24, &e. xvi. 5. =xi. 4. xxiv. 9,
&e. wii. 27,

From the depravity of human nature, from man's inability
to cleanse his own heart, and from his strong tendency to
self-dece as allnded to in chaps. xx. 9. xvi. 2, &e., is
inferred his need of the sanctifying influences of the Holy
Spirit; and though it was reserved to the New Testament
fully to exhibit his office, the Spirit of God is alluded to in
ch. i, 23.

‘Whether the sacred writer intended expressly to prophesy
of the Messigh, or whether the Israelites would generslly
consider him as the speaker, needs not to be determined; but
with the light which the New Testament throws on the
subject, it has been remarked by Bp. Patrick, that the de-
seription of wisdom contained in Prov. i. 20—23. viii. and
ix., is ex ed in such magnificent language, that the an-
dmtﬂm Ithekg:phnﬂl}nwutﬂ-tbemdpm
revealed to us in the Goepe! by the Son of God,~—~nay, to the
Son of God Himself, the etérnal worp and wispom of the
Father. Tt may confirm this view of the subject, by com-
paring Prov. viii. 22, with John i. 1. xiv. 10.

It is said also, in Prov. viii. 23, ¥ T was set up from
everlasting."” This description remarkably agrees with Mi-
eah's prophecy of the birth of Christ, (ch. v. 2.} quoted in
Matt. ii. 8, which declares his poings forth to have been
from of a]ﬂ from everlasting ; and agrees alse with our
Lord's decllmtian of Himself as the first and the last, who
had glory with the Father before the world was, whom the

& 2 Tim. Bl 16 i ‘
Y Hom. i. 16, Eph, »i 17, John zvil, 17. 1 Pet. i 28,
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