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PREFACE,

Tar Caraoric or GrxeraL Ertstirs,—probably so called because they are not inscribed
to any particular Churches ',—have an intimate connexion with the Epistles of St. Paul,
and with each other.

The Epistles of St. Paul, a3 has been already ohserved ?, ought not to be regarded
as separate compositions without mutual coherence, but as connected together, and as
forming an harmonious system of Apostolic instruction in Christian Faith and Practice.

Accordingly, those Epistles will be studied with the greatest profit, when read in
chronologieal order.

The Epistles of St. Paul receive also additional light from the Catholic Epistles,
and reflect much light upon them.

The Epistles of St. Paul to the Galatians and Romans, for example, cannot be duly
understood, unless they are viewed in connexion with the General Epistle of St. James;
and on the other hand, the Epistle of St. James may perhaps be liable to misappre-
hension, unless set in juxtaposition with the Episties of St. Paul to the Galatians and
to the Romans.

But when those Epistles of the two holy Apostles are placed together, they will be
found to be adjusted to each other, and o fit in to each other with nice accuracy and
exact precision; and, when thus combined, they form a complete body of Apostolic
doctrine on the great article of Justification; and they afford a sufficient safeguard
against erroneous teaching from two opposite sides, by which that doctrine has been
aseailed. This will be more fully demonstrated in the Introduction to the Epistle of
St. James®,

In like manner, the two General Epistles of St. Pater have a near relation to the
Epistles of St. Paul. They add strength and support to them, and are strengthened
and supported by them.

St. Peter's First General Epistle bears s remarkable resemblance to St. Paul's
Epistle to the Ephesians; and St. Peter's Second General Epistle occupies a similar

! (Beumeniwa, Proleg. in Epist. Jacobi. Leontiue de sectis, ¢, 2.

* Seo above, the Preface to 8t. Paul's Bpistles, p, vii, and the Infroduction to ﬂw First Epistle to the
Thessalonians, p. 5.

¥ Bee below, pp. 1—~8.
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place to that which is filled by St. Paul’s Epistle to the Colossians. In the doctrinal
substance of his teaching, and in the practical application of the great principles of the
Christian Faith to moral and social Duty, St, Peter, in his First Epistle to the Jewish
Christians, exhibits his perfect agreement with the Apostle of the Gentiles in his exhor-
tations to the great Gentile Church of Ephesus. In his Second General Epistle,
St. Peter adds force and solemnity to the warnings of St. Paul to the Churches of
Phrygia, concerning the immoral consequences arising from heretical demiels or perver-
sions of those Christian doctrines, which were propounded by St. Paul in his Epistle
to the Ephesians, and by St. Peier himself in his First General Epistle.

Thue the two great Apostles, St. Peter and St. Paul, are seen standing side by side,
teaching the same divine verities, end uttering the same cautions against corruptions of
the Faith.

The proof of this statement will be submitted to the reader’s consideration in the
Introduction to the Second Epistle of St. Peter'.

On one grave question St. Peter had, upon one occasion, differed from St.
Paul. That difference arose in & discussion concerning the terms and conditions, upon
which the Gentile converta were to be received into the Christian Church.

The eircumstances of that controversy between the two Apostles have been nar-
rated by St. Paul in one of his Epistles, the Epistle to the Galatians®.

St. Peter addressed his First Epistle to the Asiatic Christians; and he particularizes
the Galatians as among these to whom he writes .

It is remarkable, that in this Epistle St. Poter adopts the very words which are
used by St. Paul in his Epistle to the Galatiang, concerning that same question which
had formerly been an occasion of altercation between them *.

It is also observable, that St. Peter, in his Second Epistle, written to the same
parties as the first®, and written also a little before his own death®, and, consequently,
a little before the death of his brother Apostle, St. Paul, who suffered martyrdom at
Rome about the same time as St. Peter ’, declares his own affectionate regard for his
“ beloved brother Paul" and commends * o/l his Epistles” ag  Seripture".”

Thus the Holy Spirit, speaking by the mouth of St. Peter a little before his
decease, declares the divine Inspiration of St. Paul's Epistles; and by the gifts and
graces of faith and love, peace and joy, patience and courage, poured into St. Peter's
heart, He enabled him to unite with hie brother Apostle, St. Paul, in preaching the same
Faith, and in sealing that testimony with his blood. :

The Catholic or General Epistles possess also a peculiar interest in their mutual
relation to each other,

! Bee below, pp. 89, 70.

* See Gal, ii. 11—21, and the Review of that chapter in the notes at the end of it.
* 1 Pet. L 1.

* Bee below, Infroduction to 3t. Peter's Firat Epistle, and note on 1 Pet. ii. 16.

* 2 Pet. iii. 1.

* 2 Pet. i. 18, 14.

7 See below, Introduction to St. Peter’s First Epistle, p. 44.

* Bee note below on 2 Pet, iii. 15, 16,
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The writer of the first of these Epistles is St. James, the Lord's brother, the first
Bishop of Jerusalem, who died a Martyr to the faith in that ity .

St. James, as we have seen, connects the Catholic Epistles with St. Paul's. St.
Peter in his First Epistle often adopts the language of St. James ®.

The Holy Spirit, writing by St. Jude, the brother of 8t. James, frequently reiterates
the language of St. Pater’s Second Epistle®; and displays the fulflment of the prophecies
which had been delivered in that Epistle of St. Peter.

There is also good reason to believe, that the Second Epistle of St. John has an
intimate relation, of a very interesting kind, to the First Epistle of St. Peter *.

Thus those Epistles are connected together in a sacred metwork, and are woven
together in a beautiful and almost seamless texture of substance and expression.

Each of these General Epistles performs also its appointed and appropriate work.

St. James confutes the errors of those who imagined that a speculative knowledge
of religion, and theoretical profession of belief, is acceptable to God, irrespectively of
practical piety; and he exhibits Christian Faith in its true character as the essential
energizing principle of Christian Life.

St. Peter, in his First Epistle, follows St. James, and builds up, as it were, a
systematic structure of moral duty on the solid foundation of Christian Faith. He
applies the doctrines of the Gospel to the social and domestic relatione of Rulers and
Subjects, Husbands and Wives, Masters and Servants,

In his Second Epistle, St. Peter condemns the erroneous tenets of heretical Teachers,
who denied the doctrines of Christ's Godhead and Incarnation, and of the Atonement
made by Him on the Cross, and he exposes the immoral consequences of those tenets,
and displays the licentious profligacy of those Teachers and their adherents.

St. Jude in his Epistle completes the work of St. Peter. He recalls the attention
of the Church to St. Peter's prophetical warnings, and points out the fulfilment of
St. Peter’s Apostolic forebodings *.

St. John also, in his Epistles, had & special function to discharge.

His brother Apostles, St. Peter and St. Jude, had denounced the proud presump-
tion, the anarchical lawlessness, and the carnal sensuality of heretical Teachers. St. John
deals with the heresies concerning the Manhood and Divinity of Christ®, in their theo-
logical bearings om the whole body of Christian Doctrine. He shows that those
heresies corrode and fret away, like a canker, the very vitals of Christian Theology, and
destroy the very essence of Christian Faith, Hope, and Charity.

“ Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father ™" ¢ He that hath
the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God, hath not life®.” ¢ This is His
commandment, that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love

! A, 82, Bee below, Chronological Tahla, p. xi, and Fntroduction to Bb. Jemes, p. 12, and Ohkronological
Synopeis prefized to the Acts of the Apostles, p. 25, new edit., or p, xrxvii, 18t edit.

! Hee below, p. 12, note, and on 1 Pet. i. 18,

* Hee the Indroduction to Bt. Jude’s Epistlo, p. 182,

* Bee below, Jniroduction to St. John's Second Epistle, p. 128,

* Jude 17.

* Described below, in the In¢roduction to Bt. John's First Epistle, pp. 85—101.

T 1 John ii, 28, * 1 Joha v. 12,



