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PREFACE.

ANY one taking the pains to look over even
4 limited number of writers who have & claim
to be considered as authorities on the subject of
this Essay, will encounter the most contradictory
opinions and advice. Certain preconceived
ideas seem, in many instances, to have tinetured
the description given by them of the nature
of the disemse while a bias towards some
extreme or other has determined their plan of
treatment.

To decide whether, in the following pages,
conclusions are to be found more consistent with
a correct interpretation of clinical facts, and
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whether the rationale of the line of practice
recommended is satisfactory, the assistance of
the Profession is songht.

The author wishes to acknowledge the obliga-
tions he is under to Dr. King for his asststance
in the discustion of some important points; and
to his colleagues, Dr. Frere and Mr. Mitchell
Henry, and to Mr. Ure, of St Mary's Hospital,
for their politeness in allowing him to quote the
corroborative cases to which their names will be
found attached in the text.









