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STATE CONSTITUTION OF 189S5,

ARTICLES HAVING REFERENCE TO PUBLIC
EDUCATION,

1. (Art. 53, Limitation of Legislative Powers.)

No money ghall ever be taken from the public lreasury, di-
rectly or indirectly, in aid of any chureh, scet or denomination
of religion, or in aid of any pricst, preacher, minister or tcacher
thereof, as such; and oo preference shall ever be given lo, nor
any discrimination made against, any church, sect or creed of
religion, or any form of religious faith or worship; nor shall
any appropriations be made for private, eharitable or benevolent
purposes to any person or community; provided, this shall not
apply to the State Asylum for the Insanc and State Institution
for the Deaf and Dumb and State Insiitution for the Insiruciion
of the Blind, and the charity hospitals and public charitable
institutions conduected under State amthority.

2. (Art. 230, Educational Institutions Exempt From Taxation.)

The following shall be exempt from taxatiom, and no other,
viz: All public property, places of religious worship, or burial,
all charitable institutions, all buildings and property used ex-
clusively for publie monuments or historical eollestions, colleges
and other school purposzes, the resl and personal estate of any
library, and that of any other library asseciatiom nsed by or
eenneeted with such library, all books and philosoplical appa-
ratus, and all painlings and slaloary of any company or asso-
ciation kept in a publie hall; provided, the property so exempled
be not leased for purposes of private or eorporate profit and
income, ® % ¥ ¥ % %

3. (Art. 231. Pell Tax of One Dollar.)

The General Assembly shall levy an annual poll tax of one
dollar upon every male inhabitant in the State between the ages
of twenty-one and sixty years, for the maintenance of the publie
gchools in the parishes where collected,
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4, (Art. 232. School Tax on a Vote of Property Taxpayers.)

The State tax on property for all purposes whatever, inelud-
ing expenses of government, schools, leveos and interest, “shall
tol exvesed in any one year, six mills on the dollar of its assessed
valuation, and, execepl as otherwise provided in this Constitution,
no parish, municipal or peblic board tax lor all purposes what-
soever, shall exceed in any one year ten mills on the dollar of
valuation; provided, that for piving additional sapport to publie
sehaols, and for the purpose of ereeting and econstrueting public
buibdings, public schoolhouses, bridees, wharves, levees, sewerage
work and olber works of permancnt publie improvement, the
title to which shall he in the pablie, any parish, munieipal cor-
poration, ward op sehool district may levy a special lax in excess
of saul limitation, whenever the rate of such inerease and the
mumber of vears il is o be levied and the purposes for which the
tax is intended, shall have heen submitted to a vote of the prop-
erty laxpayers of each parish, ward or =zchool distriet entitled
to vote under the cleetion laws of the State, and & majority of
the same in mumbers and in value voling at such eleetion shall
have voted therofor.

8. (Art. 248, Free Scheosls; for Whom; Appertionment of Funds.)

There shall be free pablic sechools [or the while and colored
races, separalely established by the General Assembly, through-
ont the State, for the education of all the children of the State
between he ages of six and cighteen years; provided, that where
kindergarten schoola exist, ¢hildren between the ages of four
and six may be admitted into said schools. All funds raised
by the State for the support of publie schools, exeept the poll
tax, shall be distrilnted to cach parish in proportion to the nnm-
ber of children therein between the ages of six and eighteen
years, The General Assembly, at its next session, shall provide
for the cnumeration of educalle children,

6. (Art. 249, as amended by Act 28 of 1908. Stats Superintendent.)

There shall be elected by the qualified electors of the State a
Buperintendent of Public Edueation, who shall hold his office for
the term of four years, and until his successor is qualified. His
duties shall be preseribed by law, and he shall receive an anmual
galiry of five thousand dollars.
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7. [Art, 250. State Board of Education; Parish Beards and QOficers.)

The General Assembly shall provide for the creation of a
State Board and Parish Boards of Public Edueation. The Parish
Boards shall eleet a Pavish Superintendent of Tublic Education
for their respective parishes, whose qualifications shall he fized
by the Legislature, and who shall be ex-officio seeretary of the
Parish Board. The salary of the Parish Superintendent shall
be provided for by the General Assembly, to be paid out of the
publie gehool funds aseruing to the respeclive parishes,

8. (Art. 251. French May Be Taught.)

The general cxercises in the poblie schools shall be conducted
in the English language ; provided, that the French lamgnage may
be taught in those parishes or localitics where the Freneh lan-
gnage predominates, if no additional expense is incurred thereby.

g, (Art. 252, Application of the Poll Tax.)

The Ffunds derived from the colleetion of the poll tax shall
be applicd cxelusively to the maintenanes of the public schools
as organized under ihis Constitution, and shall be applicd ex-
clusively 1o the support of the publie schools in the parish in
which the same shall be collected, and shall be acconuted for
and paid by the eollecling officer directly to the treasurer of
the locel gehool board.

10, {Art. 253, Private and Sectarian Schoolzs Cannot Heceive Pubiic
School Funde.)
No funds raiscd for the suppurt of the public schools of the
State shall be appropriated 1o or used Tor the support of any
private or seclarian schools,

1. (Art. 254, Scheosl Funde—0Of What They Shall Consist.)

The school funds of the State shail consist of; 1si. Nof less
than one and oncoquarter mills of the six mills tax levied and
collested by the State. 2d. The proceeds of taxation for school
purposes as provided by this Comstitution. 3d. The interest on
the proeeeds of all public lands heretofore granted or to be
granted by the United States for the sapport of the public
sehiools, and the revenues derived from such lands as may remain
unsold. 4th. All funds and property, other than unimproved
lands, bequeathed or granted to the State, not designated for
any other purpese. 5th. The proceeds of vacant estates falling
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under the law to the State of Louisiana,  6th. The legislature
may appropriate (o the same fund the procecds of publie lands
not designated or set apart for any other purpose, and shall
provide that every parish may levy a tax for the publie schools
therein, which shall not execed the colive State tax; provided,
that with such a tax the whole amount of parish taxes shall not
execed the Hmits of parish taxation fixed by this Constitution.
The City of New Orleans shall make such appropriations for
the support, maintenanee and vepair of the public schools of
said city as it may Jdeem proper, but not less than eight-tenths
of one mill for one year; and said schools shall eontinue to
reeeive from the Board of Tdquidation of the City Debt, the
amonnts to whigh they are now entitled under the Constitutional
amendmenl, adopled in the year 1502,

12, (Art. 255, State University and A, & M. College, Tulane University.)

The Louisiana State University and Agrieultnral and Mechan-
ieal College, founded upon land grants of the United States o
endow a seminary of learning and a college for the benellt of
agricullure and mechanie arts, now cstablished and loeated in
the City of Baton Rouge, iz herehy recognized ; and all revennes
derived and to bo derived from the seminary fond, the Agriml-
toral and Mechsnieal College fund, and olher funds or lands
demated to or 1o be donated by the United Stales to the State of
Louisiuna for the nse of & seminary of learning or of a college
for the benefit of agrienlture or the mechanie arts, shall be ap-
propriated exclusively to the maintenance and support of the
said Louisiana State Tnmiversity and Agrieultural and Meshan-
ieal College; and the (General Assembly shall make suel addi-
tional appropriations as may be meecssary for its maintenance,
support, amd improvement, and for the establishment, in connec-
tion with said institution, of sueh additional seientific or literary
departments a5 the public neeessities and the wellbeing of the
people of Louisisna may require.

The Tulane University of Louisiana, located in New Orleans,
is herely recognized as created, and to be developed in aecord-
ance with the provisions of the lesislative act No. 43, approved
July Gth, 1834, and by approval of the electors, made part of
the Constitution of the State.

12. (Art. 256, Other State Schools.)
The Louisiana State Normal Sehool, established and located
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at Natehitoches; the Industrial Institute and College of Touisi-
ana, whose name is hereby changed to the Louisiana Industrial
Institute, established and located at Ruston; and the Soothern
University, now established in the City of New Orleans, for the
education of persons of eclor, are herchy reeognized; and the
General Assembly is directed to make such appropriations from
time to time as may be necessary for the maintenance, support
and improvement of these institutions; provided, that the appro-
priation for the maintenanee and support of the Southern Uni-
versity shall not exesed ten thousand dollars per annum,

14. (Art. 257. Intereat Due the Townships.)

The debt due by the State to the free school fund is herchy
deelared to be the sum of one million, one hundred and thirty
thousand, clght hnndred and sixty-seven dollars and filty-one
cents in prineipal, and shall be kept on the books of the Anditor
and Treasurer fo the eredit of the several townships entitled to
the same; the said prineipal being the proceeds of the sales of
lands heretofore granied by the United States for tho nse and
support of free publie schools which amount shall be held by
the State as a loan, and shall be and remain a perpetusl fund, on
which the. State shall pay an annusl interest of four per eemt,
and said interest shall be paid to the several townships of the
Slale entitled to the same, in aecordanee with the Act of Con-
gress, No. 68, approved February 15th, 1843,

15, (Art. 258. Debt Due Seminary Fungd.)

The debt due by the State to the seminary fund iz hersby
declared to be one hundred and thirty-six thousand dollars, being
the proceeds of the sale of londs hevetofore granted by the
United States Lo Lhis State for the nse of a sominary of lenrning,
and said amount shall be kept to the eredit of spid fund on the
books of the Aunditor and Treasurer of the State as a perpetnal
loan, and the State shall pay an annual inlerest of four per cent
on said amount,

16. (Art. 2539, Debt Dus A, and M. Ceollege.)

The debt due by the State to the Agrienltoral and Mechan-
ieal College fund is hereby declared to be the sum of one hun-
dren and eighty-two thousand ihree hundred and thirteen dol-
lars and three cents, being the proceeds of the sale of lands and



