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INTRODUCTION.

——

Menare serve for two purposes, for the illustration of Aravae.
history and as records of the contemporary state of art, ™%
Some series, like that of Italy, have more interest for their
artistio merit than their historical import. This may also
be gaid in a great degree of the French medals; but in
the ‘English and Dutch series the interest lics rather
in the historical walue than in the nartistic qualities,
the medallic art of neither country attaining at any time
any high degree of excollence. o medals whivh are
deseribed in this Guide, although to some extent exam-
ples of contemporary art, must therefors be considered
interesting chiefly as records and illustrations of the
history of England for a period of over three hundred
years. For this reason a classification of the medals by
artists has not been attempted, and a simple chronological
order has been preferred.  This, however, has' been
relaxed in o fow instances, as in that of the personal
medals, which for the most part are placed at the end
of the reigu in which the persons portrayed flourished ;
and in a fow cases where it has been considered advisable
to class topether the medals of a particular artist, in order
that the merit of hizs work ecould be better studied and
compared. This has been done in the case of the medals
by Stephen of Haolland, SBimon Passs, and some of those
by Thomas and Abraham Simon. The military and naval
decorations form a separate series, and are therefore
described at the end of the Guide ; by this means makin
the arrangement more ueeful o those who take specia
interest in this particnlar branch. A small selection
conld, however, only be mads from the series in the
Musenm eollection, on aceount of the limited space fur
exhibition. In many cases where English medals fail 1o
illugtrate important events, eelections have been made
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VIl INTRODUCTION.

from the Dutch snd other series in ovder {0 render the
historical record as complete as possible.

With very few exceptions, there are mo medals of
intereat in the English series dating before the reign
of Henry VIIL During the fifteenth century a fow
counters wers strock, which directly or indirectly rofer to
events in English history ; but thess are for the most
of French work, and the medal which is placed firstin this
(Gruide, although bearing the portrait of an Englishman,
John Kendal, is undoubtedly of Italian work, and was
probably exceuted at Venice. The Dassier series of the
early sovercigns, being a pmdu-:ltmn of the last century,
cannot be said to havea place in the early medallic records
of this country, and is uot included in this exhibition,
The series of English medals may therefore be said fo
commence with the mlgn of Hmr}r VIIL., of which period,
besides a nuwmbor of interesting jetons and medalets, there
are some woll-executed medals of the King himsslf, such
ag No. 3, his portrait evidently after a painting by Holbein,
another recording his supremaey over the Church {Nos.
45}, and several remarkable badges. There are alsc other
madala, chielly persomal, which bear the portrails of Sir
Thomas More, Thomas Cromwell Farl of Eseex, Anne
Boleyn, and Michuel Mervator, himeelf a medallist as well
as & diplomatist. The short reign of Edward VI. gives
but few examples, of which {wo are exhilited, one hearing
mul‘{ a partrait of the king, which appears to be a cast i
lsad from & silver plate; and the other, his coronation
medfal, the type of which wag falen from the “Head of
the Church” medal of ]-Tuz;m;,.r VIII. The tuly other
interesting works of this reign are the Christ's ospital
badges and medalets, the School having been founded
by Edward in 1553, Of Mary there is also little worthy
of note beyond some exccllent portraits of herself and
Philip, and & medal which refefs to the econdition of
England during her reign.  These were exeonted by
Trezzo at Madrid, and are the fivet signed medals of the
English series. "The illncss of Klizabeth in 1572, her
b't.ru elo with the Pn.l!ml party, as woll as her acceptance

g protection of the Netherlands, and the defeat
unﬂ destrnction of the Spanish Armada, afforded subjects
for eommemoration. T'he medals relating to the destrue-
tion of the Armada are certainly among tho finest picees
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ever produced in England, and are good examples of the
art of the time. The period of Elizabeth ends with a series
of medallic portraits by Stephen of Holland, most of
which hear the date 1562, and all apparently executed
about that year,

The undisputel accession of the Honse of Btuart to the
Ynglish throne and the peaceable reign of its firet king
limit the subjects for medallic illustration. The medals of
the reign of James arc purely personal, with fewexceptions,
such as the Gunpowder Plot (Nu. 45}, and the alliance
batween England, France, and the United Provinees, for
the profection of the latter against the power of Spain
(Nos. 46-47). The rest present us with several portraits
of the King and of various members of the royal family,
and of leading persomages, of whom are the Marquis
(afterwardes Duke) of Buckingham, Richard BSackville
Barl of Dorset, Sir Thomas Bedley, founder of the pohlic
library at Oxford, and others. 'There is also a series of
royal badges, a speciee of memorial which becomes much
mors general in the next reipn.  Theee are followed by
o ecleetion of engraved portmaits of royal personages and
others by Simon Passe, who excelled in this style of work.

There are no medals which indicats the early contest
between Charles L. and the Parlisment, those which are
issned before 1040 referring for the most part to the
royal family and o cminent persons, with the execption
of the Beottish eoronation medals of 16533 and  thoss
commemorating the seftlement of the Dutch Fishery
question in 1636, After the Declamation of Parlinment
in 1642, when the country was divided into two partics,
o new cra in it medallie history boging, and medals are -
gtruck in extraordinary numbers.  This continues durin
the peried of the Civil War, and, besides medals wh.iuﬁ
record the snccesses of both partice, thereie a large nnmber
of Royalist and Parliamentarian badges, with portraits of
the generale and statesmen on both sides. Forfunately,
England at this time produced several artists, whose works
wro fitted to take the firsl rank in the national series.
These artists were Thomas and Abraham Simon, who
worked for the Parliament, and Thomas Hawling, who was
in the service of the King. The serics of this reign ends
with several examples of the badges worn by those who
sympathised with the royul cause aml with o fow medals
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recording the King's death. With the period of the
Commonwealth the issue of royalist badges ceases, and for
the next ten years the) medals are of the parliamentarian
clage. Theze congist of portraif medals of the FProtector,
of his family, and of the leading siatesmen and gonerals,
and also of military and naval rewards, for the mosl part
executed by the two Bimons, The Dunbar medal {Nos.
149-150), which was issued for distribution among those
engaged in that battle, is the first anthorized military
decoration known. 1t was struck by order of the Parlia-
ment immediately after the engagement, Naval medals
wern also issued on several occasions, the most important
being those for Blake's vietories over the Dutch in 1653
(Nog. 155-158). The Commonwealth serics closes with
several medals, English and Duteh, eommemorating the
death of the Protector, and alse with a few personal
racdals, chicfly by the Simones.

The Restoration of Charles 11 was an oceasion not to be
passed b unnoticed by medallists, and of no event are there
more medals, except perhaps of the acevssion of Willism ITT,
and Mary. Home antivipate the restoration of the King,
and others trace step by step his return from Helland,
his landing at Dover, the joy expressed by the people
aft hig mturn, and his coronation at Westmingtor, Tha
unpopular cession of Dunkirk is only recorded on medals
issmed in France by Louis XLV, or onm Dmtch sativical
medalete ; but the well-contested engagements of the sub-
gorquent strugele bolween England and Holland for the
dominion of the sen, and the eloss of the wir by the Peace
of Breds, are numerously illustrated. Those which refer
to the Peace of Dreda were for the most part excented in
Holland, and arc remarkable cxamples of the Dulch
medallic style of that time,  OF the next war with Holland
from 1672-1674, thers are no English medals, and those
relating to it which are exhibited are French and Dutch.
The alarm created by the growing strength of the Catholic
party and the diseovery of the pretended Popish Plot, with
the murder of Sir Edmund Berry Gudfrey and alse the Rye
House Plot, form the subjects of the next group of medals
{ Nos, 253-238, 240). Of those of the * Popish Plot * there is
# remarkable medal, which appears to be Duteh, and which
gives in detail the supposed cirenmefances connected with
the murder of Godfrey. Maoy of the portraits of the
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illostrious wen who flourished during this reign are the
work of the two Simons, and were mostly executed soon
after the Bestoration. The important events of the short
reign of James IL give much scope to engravers. Medals
ars shown recording the rebellion of Monmouth and
Arryll and its sappression, the attempt of James to re-
establish the Roman Catholic relizion by the repeal of
the Test Act, the imprisonment of the Seven Bishops,
and lastly the invitation to William of Orange, with the
abdication and fight of James hiz queen and son. On
these latter medals frequont allnsions are made fo the sup-
[Kjﬁefl iI]Egit'imﬂ.ﬂ}' Df the }"UIIIIE T'.Tiﬂ'ci_,";. r[I.Ilf\) ﬁﬂ]'i-l_'ﬁ l':lr
plots and rebellions which followed the flizht of James
are tor the most part recorded by medals struck by the
Stuarts abroad (Nog, 292-319): these were issned for
distribution among these whosympathized with the exiled
house.  'The medals which bear the portraits of James IL
anid his son are supposed |to have bean presented to thoss
who visited them in their exile.  No. 311, on which the
rule of the Hounse of Hanover is satirized, 15 one of the
medals stauck for the purpose of ronsing the adherents of
the Honsr of Stnart inte action ; whalst No. 315 refers to
the vebellion of 1743, and the next medal to the sceret
visit of the Younger Pretender to Tondon in 1752, when
he was again planning an invasion. The series ends with
i mednl getting forth the elaims of Henry Duke of York
u Henry IK. to tho throne of his grandfather.

With the Stuart family are specially connected the
medalets which are called tonch-pieces (Nos. 320-324).
The custam of tonching by the soversizns of this country
for the cure of serofuls or fthe King's evil' appears to
have exiated sinee the reign of Edward the Confessor. At
first the practice wasrare, but in course of tlie it ingreased
to such sn extent that it is said Elizabeth's * healings,'
which were at first monthly, became of daily vcourrence, and
many thousands were touched. The power was not claimed
by Cromwell; but at the Restoration it was revived, and
Charles touched doring his reign over 90,000 applicants.
1t was also much practised by James TL, but repudiated by
William LI1. It was again revived by Anne, who was the
Intest sovereign to perform the ceremony, and among the laat
of thoso whom she tonched was the afterwards celebrated
D, Johnson, The Elder Pretender claimed the power, and



