JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY
STUDIES IN HISTORICAL AND
POLITICAL SCIENCE; SERIES XIX,
NOS. 6-7; THE HISTORY OF
SUFFRAGE IN VIRGINIA, PP. 279-346



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649411467

Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political Science; Series XIX, Nos. 6-7; The
History of Suffrage in Virginia, pp. 279-346 by Julian A. C. Chandler

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



JULIAN A. C. CHANDLER

JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY
STUDIES IN HISTORICAL AND
POLITICAL SCIENCE; SERIES XIX,
NOS. 6-7; THE HISTORY OF
SUFFRAGE IN VIRGINIA, PP. 279-346

ﬁTrieste






Series XIX Nos, 6-7
JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY STUDIES

(1]

HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL SCIENCE
HERBERT B. ADAMS, Editor

History is past Polltice and Politics are preseat History.—Fraemsan

THE HISTORY OF SUFFRAGE
IN VIRGINIA

By JULIAN A. C. CHANDLER, Pn.D.

BALTIMORE
THE JOHNS HOPKINS PRESS
JUNE-JULY, 1501
¢ ot



THE NEW YORK
FIBLICLIBRARY

A

. _ABTOM, LENOX Awg
i TiLOEN :Whllnn@m F

Py ._.,___“?‘____ o

Capyeight, 1900, bY

JOHNS HOPKINS PRESS

The Bord Wallimers (Press
THE FRIEDENWALD COMPANY
BALTEMONE, WO, U £



CONTENTS

CHAPTER 1.
Borrnics Brrome 1880,

The Franchise In 1619, Lawe of 1855, 1658, 1670 and 1876, Freshold
Buffrage from 1676 to 1776. Suffrage ms regulated by the Charters of
Willinmeburg and Korfolk. Constitutlon of 177. Buffrags In Rich.
mond and other towns.

CHAPTRR II.
BravesiE FOR THA EXTENSION OF BUFFRAGE.

Jefferson's ideas. Munford’s views. Newspaper discuesions. Petl-
tlon of Aceomae citizens in 1810, Fight for s constitutions] conventlon
from 1810 to 1850,

CHAPTER IIL
DrecussioN Ovee BUPFRAGE IN THE CoNVENTION OF 1820-50.
Prominence of members, Wost vs. Esst. Unlverssl Buffrage ma. Free-
bold system. Unsatisfactory compromise
CHAPTER IV.
Brars 10 Faxe MiNBoOD BUFFRAGE.
The unintelliglbility of the Constitution of 1228-80. Trouble to

the G 1 A bly o contested alactl Double voting. Eastern
Virginia in favor of Universal Bufrage. Clamor for another convention.
CHAPTER V.

Tax ESTABLIBEMENT OF UNIVEREAL WHITE BUFFRAGE

The Convention of 1850-51, Little opposition to extension of sufrage.
The weatern lopted, Buffrage un by & poll-tax or

aducational gualification.

CHAPTER VI
TEB “ U¥DERWoOD CoReTITUTION.'

Formation of West Virginia. The Alexandria government, and con-
stitution of 1884, Disguatifications impored on Confederate soldiers,
Removal of same, Bebofleld as military governor.  Underwood Con-
ventlon,” 1887. The members. DMeregard of the whites. Their dlafran-

i u 1 negro suifrag Adoptlon of the constitutlon
with diat hislng clanees d. A d t tocon In 1876
requiring poll-tax to vote. Repesl of eame in 1882 Agltation of &
constitatione! conventlon, and call for same approved by people. Attl-
tude towards the negro.







PREFACE

This monograph and my previous paper on “ Repre-
sentation in Virginia,” published in the Fourteenth Series
of the Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical and
Political Science, form chapters of a Constitutional His-
tory of Virginia, which is now in preparation. At the
present moment great interest centers in the govern-
mental history of the State, as Virginia is upon the eve of
adopting a new Constitution. In view of this fact, it is to
be hoped that this paper, by tracing out the history of
suffrage in Virginia, may be of service in the discussion of
the all-important questidn, the elective franchise. It is
generally conceded that, though many subjects of great
political interest are now before the people of the State,
none is more important than the suffrage question. The
Constitutional Convention was called primarily for the
purpose of making changes in the electorate,

Thanks are due to Professors Herbert B. Adams and
J. M. Vincent, of the Johns Hopkins University, and to
Mr. W. W. Scott, of the Virginia State Library, for val-
uable suggestions in the preparation of this essay.

J. A. C. CaANDLER,

Richmond, Va., May 1, rgor,
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CHAPTER L
SUFFRAGE BEFCRE 1830.

In 1619 the people of Virginia were, for the first time,
granted the rights of suffrage. At that time came Gover-
nor Yeardley who, as an officer of the London Company,
established in Virginia a representative form of govern-
ment® and called the first Legislative Assembly that ever
met on American soil. In the writs which ordered the
election of “ Burgesses,” he ordained that they should be
elected by the “ inhabitants *' of the colony.

Two years later Sir Francis Wyatt, who came as the
successor of Yeardley, brought to the colony the famous
“ Ordinance and Constitution” of July 24, 1621. By this
constitution the privileges which had been granted by
Yeardley were affirmed by the London Company, and
again it was stated that the Burgesses were to be chosen
by the “ inhabitants.”"

At first glance one would think that the Virginia Colony
had universal suffrage, that both men and women exercised
the privilege and duty of voting; but, if we read between
the lines the election law of 1646 (a law enacted with refer-
ence to the mode of conducting elections, and in no way
intended to define an elector’s qualifications), it is evident
that the right of suffrage was granted only to freemen, ex-
cept that “ indented " or * covenant” servants were to be

! Chandler's Representation in Virginia (J. H. U. Studies, 14th
Ser), p. 12 et seq,
! Smith’s Hist. of Va., vol. i, p. 30, " Hening, vol. i, p. 112,



