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IMPROVEMENT OF MOBILE HARBOR, ALA.

Consrrree o8 Rimvens axp Hamrsors,
House or ReprESENTATIVES,
Washington, D, €., Friday, February 1, 1918,

The committee this day met, Hon. John H. Small (chairman)
presiding.

The Cnammax. Gentlemen, the committee will kindly come to
grder. This is the morning that we have assigned to & delegation
from Mobile, Ala., and we are ready now, My, Gray, and I will ask
you to kiud.iy take charge and indicate the gentlemen who desire
to be heard.

Mr, Gmay, Mr. Chalrman and gentlemen of the commiitee, as
stated by our chairman, we have hefore us to-day certain gentlemen
from Mobile, representing the commercial bodies of that port, who
are to talk to vs about the necessity of an inereased appropriation
for this great harbor npon the Gulf. They have come here under
considerable disadvantages; you know something about the weather
conditions. Tn fact, the have come through ice and snow to get
here and were nbont 12 ﬁ’uurs belated. They are extremely anxious
about this matter, and desire to speak candidly of the real eon-
ditions as they are, and of the wonderful developments that have
taken place at Mobile since the last engineer’s veport. These gen-
tlemen are here especially to inform you, and to show you the rea-
eoms why Mobile, at this time, shou}:f have a greater appropriation
than that contemplated and regommended by the Board of En-
ginecrs.

I have pleasure in presenting Lo you the gentlemen who will act
as chairman of the Mobile delegation at this meeting to-duy, My
Stewart Brooks, of Mobile, vice chairmen of the joint rivers and
harbor committes, who will address you and will present the other
wembers of the delegution who desire to be heard.

The Custrman, We will be glad to hear from you, Mr. Brooks.

STATEMENT OF MR. STEWART BROOKS, VICE CHAIRMAN JOINT
RIVERS AND HARBOR COMMITTEE, MOEILE, ALA.

Mr. Broors. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, we keenly appreciate
the opportunity that presents itself to us to-day. We do not wish to
take any more of the time of your committec than we have to, and
therefore we will not indulge in generalitics. The reason T am be-
fore you personally is to save time by giving an outline of how we
will present our case. We e , unless you ask questions that will
require something else, to ask you to listen to only three technica’
speakers. We have a delegation of six gentlemen here, One of ous
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IMPROVEMENT OF MOBILE HARBOR, ALA.

ComuITTEE 0N Rivers axp Harsors,
House or RepresenTaTIVES,
Washington, D. (., Friday, February 1, 1918.

The commjttee this day met, Hon. John II. Small (chairman)
presiding.

The Cramryax. Gentlemen, the committes will kindly eome to
order. This is the morning that we have assigned to a delegation
from Mobile, Ala., and we are ready now, Me. Gray, and I will ask
you to kindly take charge and il'l(;il:ﬂ.[l!, the gentlemen who desive
to be heard.

Mr. Gray. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, as
stated by owr chairman, we have big'ure us Lo-duy certain gentlemen
from Mobile, representing the commercial bodies of that port, who
are to talk to ns about the necessity of an inereassd appropriation
for this great harbor npon the Gulf, They have eome hers under
congiderable disadvantages: yeu know something sbout the weather
conditions. In fact, they have come through iee and snow to get
here and were about 12 hours belated. They ars extremely anzious
about this matter, and desire to speak candidly of the real con-
ditions as they are, and of the wonderful developients that have
taken place st Mobile since the last engineer’s report. These gen-
tlemen are herc especially to inform you, and to show you the rea-
sons why Mobile, at this time, s]mulcFr have u greater appropriation
than that contemplated and recommended by the Board of En-
zineers.

I have pleasure in presenting to you the gentlemen who will act
a8 chairman of the Mobile delegation at this mecting to-day. Mr,
Stewart Brooks, of Mobile, vice chairman of the joint rivers and
harbor committec, who will address you and will present the other
members of the delegation who desire to be heard.

The Caamman. We will be glad to hear from you, Mr. Brooks.

STATEMERT OF MR. STEWART BROOKS, VICE CHAIRMAN JOINT
RIVERS AND HARBOR COMMITTEE, MOBILE, ALA.

Mr. Brooxs. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, we keenly appreciate
the opportunity that presents itself to us to-day. 'We do not wish to
take any more of the time of your committee than we have to, and
therefore we will not indulge in generalities. The reason I am be-
fore you personally is to save time by giving an outline of how wa
will present our case. We expect, unless you ask Tleﬂitions that will
require something else, to you to listen to only three technica’
speakers, We have a tielegat‘]cn of six gentlemen here. Omne of om
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members is, by invitation, with the Fuel Administration to-day and
can noi be with us, and we are sorry because he is one of the mest
experienced men we have. We have talkers who will give you
nothing but a plain, uneolored, and unbiased presentation from our
viewpoint.

I think it will be within the bounds of propriety for me to thank
you for giving us the privilege of entertaining two delegations from
this committee, ona consisting of vour honored chairman and Mr.
Switzer, Mr. Emerson, and your assistant secretary, as I reeall, and
the other consisting of Messrs. Frear and Hulbert. We are sorry to
miss Mv. Hulbert, but we are glad to meet his successor, Mr. Lea,

The Crairsan, Mr. Lea succeeds Mr. Kettner; Mr. Hulbert’s
snocessor has not been appointed,

Mr. Brooxs. Gentlemen, we shall ask you to hear our ease in threc
sections: First, Mr. Horace Turner, who is an experienced shippin
win amil will present. the case generally,  He wil]l handle nearly all
of the matters we desire to handle before you to-day. We will then
nsk you to hear Dr. A, G, Ward, president of the Alabama State
ITarbor Commission. Then we will hear from Mr. Parsons on the
indust rial development of Mobile.

I may say that we feel we would be done an injustice if our case
were considered on anything written or printed. Developmenis have
been so stupendous and so fast that an aceurate idea of the conditions
could not be obtained from anything printed or written. Only a few
months age the Government was taking away from Mobila its normal
traffic for export, but now the Government has reversed what it
formevly did, and more traffic is being thrust upon us than we ever
had before. We believe you will ﬁn%, when you hear from thess

ntlemen, that our request for increased appropriations for this port
1s justified.

now toke plepsure in presenting to you Mr. Florace Turner, chair-
man of our committec.

The Crramman. Before the hearing concludes, T think it would be
proper if you would have one of the gentlemen deseribe the water
terminnls us they exist to-day, and your plans for any future develop-
ment of such terminals.

Mr. Broogs. I will ask Mr. Turner to present that matier in the
opening portion of his tall. I could tell you in a general way, but
1 think Mr. Turner could present it more concisely, and T will ask
BMr. Turner to give that subject his first attention.

STATEMENT OF MR. HORACE TURNER, CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT
EIVERS AND HARBOR COMMITTEE OF MOBILE,

Mr. Turwer. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, our petition here to-
day for an increased appropriation is really predicated upon the
assumption that we can not ever get 30 feet of waler at the rate we
are gong now. We are already far behind; we should have had
30 fect long ago, but on account of first one thing then another we
have been allowed to lag behind our competitors. It was in 1013
that we had a favorable report on Mobile as we thought. We came
up before this committee and asked for money, and we were asked to
get n further test as to the cost of maintenance. That delayed us
until 1916, Wa then obtained a favorable report. At that time it
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was recommended that we should have this 30-foot channel and that
it should be completed within a period of four years. We lost much
tine wmtmi to get the report, and after the report was approved
we lost another two years; so instead of getting a 30-foot channel by
1920, as we expected, we are still not even on the road to getting one,
for the appropriations we are getting now will not dig the channal,

I think the appropriation of $100,000 for new work is based nupon
the idea that we can use one or more of the existing dredges in our
district. There are three down there, one at Mobile, one at Pasca-
ﬁﬂnl&, and one at Gulfport, and the idea seems to be that those

redges can be used on our work. As a malter of fact, we have
been taking up the question with our distriet engineer of getting
our channel dug to where it originally was, viz, 27 feet. The
dredges have been called into service for this emergency work, to go
around and dig soms of the basins in front of shipbuilding plants,
ete. They have been called in because there were no private contrue-
tora to do that work, so the Government has been doing it, and it has
been very neeessary, but it took the dredges from the maintenance
work, and almost every channel in the (Gulf hes shoaled up on that
account. It iz for this reason that at Mobile we can not do anvihing
but keep up the maintenance work. The engineer at Mobile has
written me a letter showing that he could not use the Gulfport and
Pascagoula dredges to help out. I should like to read that letier:

War [MPARTMENT,
UniTep BTaTEE ERGINEER (FFICE.
Afebile, Ala., Januwary 21, 1513,
Mr. Horace TUENKE,
Mobile, Ala,

Dear 8ir:; In reply to your inquiry of the 18th instont regarding time when
you conld count on having the 27-foot depth restored in the Mobile chanpel
and regarding thne when uny progress ¢ould be expected on the new 30-Loot
rhannel, will state that on accormt of the fact that nil the dredges of this
district have been #tsed for several wonths In eopuection with omergency
dredgioyg for various shipbuilding plants, all of the three maln ship channel=s
of this district are badly shoaled up, amd it will oot be proctieable to divert
either of the other dredzes to Mobile, Additiona] delay has been ciised by the
extensive repailra coused by thiz private dredging, as the materlal encountered
in dredging for the shipyards caused much more wear and strain on the dredpg-
fog machinery than that found in the regular chanpel dredging.

On aceount of the large amount of shoallng which has already token place
and the delay referred to, it is believed that all of the funds now on hamd will
be required to restore the 27-foot depth in the channel, As to date when a-
terlnl progress can be made on the 30-foot project this will, of course, depend
o the pew appropriation. but, as you are probably awsre, it will be mposaible
to make any malerlal progress on the new project with the dredging plant now
on hami. The three dredges which we have are from four to nine years old.
and the amonnt of time required to keep them in first-class shape from now
on will probably be greater than It has been (o the past. As there I8 a large
amount of dredging work in sight at both Gulfport and Fascagoula, It is not
belleved that dredges can be diverted from elther of those channels for any
long periods without serlous protests from those loculities.

Yours, very truly.
G. K. LrrTiE,
Bpecial Dishursing Agent.

So you see we can not get anywhere with the dredging plan. We
have either got to have another dredge down there—and that would
require quite & heavy appropriation—or we have got to have enough
money to finish this channel by outside contracts.



i} . IMPROVEMENT OF MOBILE HARBOR, ALA,

The first recommendation of the Chief Engineer was for $850,000.
That provided for another dredge, and 1 think the next recommenda-
tion of the local engineer provided for a similar amount, something
around $800,000, =o that Sm_t_r conld really make some headway on
this 30-foot project. There is no wse talking about giving it to us 10
years or 20 years from now. It is geing to be my effort to show vou
that, based upon our actual tonnage and actual freight conditions,
wa should have had it long ago, and we should now be given enough
money to get it just as quickly as it iz possible to do so.

Tn the first pl]nr.e, T wiil file with the committee a statement which
shows the position of Mobile. This statement is for the vear ending
June 30, 1913, which is the last normal vear for which we have sta-
tisties, and which is the last year in which statistics were compiled
by the Government in such a manner that you ean compare the ports.
The statistics are now made up by districiz and you can not com-
pare the individual ports any longer.

Staterment shewing coports wnd fwports for geor 1514,

iz 51, BAT :
; I 51, 47, 653 114, 021 7
Savannah = okl 4,801,252 62, 807, 258
4 - e R R e R il L B 3,675,180 31,40, 178

The second statement gives the net registered tonnage of vessels
entered and cleared in foreign trade for the year ending June 30,
1913

Hewr Yerk. . ovineommecnnonsens

The third staterent shows the cluss of steamers loaded at New
Orleans during 1913, showing draft londed outward :

Steamer. Drafi, .I Hteamer. Draft,
Josn IAre, 24 T
FrS!) 7.3
8 2.8
G ks
oG 7.8
) 20
) 8.8
w8 0.6
7.8 7.8
] 2.2
e 2.3
2311 2.8
o4 3.5
W™ | 0.5
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The next is a statement showing the tonnage handled at Mobile
and at Savannah, Charleston, Brunswick, Pensacola, and New
Orleans, the principal competitors of Mobile; also, at Port Bolivar,
Texas City, lgcy West, and Galveston, all of them having 30 feet of
water. This tonnage statement is shown for 1812, 1913, 1914, 1915,
and 1916, and these statistics clearly show that Mobile already has
more tonnage than Brunswick and Charleston combined, more than
twice the tonnage of Pensacola, and more that that of Port Bolivar,
Texas City, Key West, and Brunswick combined, and yet Mobile has
to struggle along with a 27-foot channel and handle its tonpage at a
disadvantage, although each and every one of these other ports have
heen given 30 feot of water some time ago, It ssems to us that if it
is economical for the Federal Government to give these ports 80
feet Mobile should certainly have 30 feet, because her tonnage is
equal to that of several of them combined.

Tounnage hendled ot Mobile and competing ports for (042, 1003, (844, 1845, wnd
1006, and the depth of channcly af suck purts,

New
Mobile. Orleang, | J3VSINAN | Pengasols.

Fort
Hallvar.

Year.

Depth of water:
New Orleans, 31 feet (upon 35-fool project ).
Savunnal, 26 feet, plus B-root fide,
Pensacola, # feet
Port Bolivar, 30 feet,
Texus City, 30 feet,
Hey West, 30 foet,
Brunawick, 30 feet. plus 8.8-Toot tide.
Galveston, 30 feef.
Mobile, 27 feel
Clrleston, 80 feet, plus H2-foot tide.

Mr. Boouner. How many feet of water have yon now#

Mr. Tumrwer. Twenty-seven feet, and we cun not increase the
depth at all at the present rate of the appropriations. -

Mr. Booner. Let mo call your attention to the Engineer’s Report,
page 834, volume 1. *Conditions at the end of fiscal year.” The
channel across Mobile Bar is now being used? Is that out in the
open Gulf!

Mr. Torxer, Yes,

Mr. Boouen. Is not that the project you are talking abouti

Mr. Turwes. It is part of it,



