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INTRODUCTION

Ix the wide range of books described by the collective
title *The Bible a department that stands out sepamte
from all the rest is Wisdom Literature, Side by side with
prophets defending the theocracy and singers taking thelr
inspiration from Temple service, with historians compiling
annals of kings and scribes expounding the law, there was
a class of Wise Men, who had lhabits of thought and forms
of literature peculiar to themseives, Irophecy has much
in commen with the Iyvric psalms: prophecy again over-
Iaps with bistory, and the line between historic and epic
narrative Is difficult to draw. Dot every reader fecls how
the proverbs of practical life differ from prophetic denun-
ciations of sin, angd how widely poart are the Iyrics of
worship and lyric celebrations of wisdom. Yet thisisa
distinctness in which there s no clashing : the wise have
reached the same conclusions as the propheis and psalm-
ists, only they have reached them by o different route. Tt
is true that the name of Israel is found in only one of the
books of wisdom, and only two give any recognition to

=



-5 lntroduction

the chosen people: there is not a hint in these books of
hMessianic hopes, and in only goe place is there a relérence
to Temple service; there is little siid even of a personal
God.  The wise have, not lnappropriately, been called
humanists: but 1% would be a greal milstake to describe
their works as secolar.  Toe whole 75 pervatled by a spirit
of devoutness: and if there 15 litte discussion of God 11 is
plainly becavse the idea of God is so entitely taken for
granted.

The principle underlying Wisdom lteratare and giving
it its unity may be described oy the singie word Observa-
tion. The prophet rests hig message on an immediate
Divine revelation : the wise men only claim to have ob-
served Bfe.  Modermn Science {5 not more faithful to its
root idea of examining detaiis and grouping results than is
the wistlom of the Bible to itz principle of analytic obser-
vation. This <ame idea of observation glves us a key for
determining the relation of the books of wisdom to one
another. The earlier works. Froperds and Feclesfasifons,
give us only Isolated Observations of lite ; these are reflected
in brief proverbs, or in literary forms bt Httle removed from
proverbs, and ecach b5 entirely distiet and complete In
isell, The forther notion of the egonnectédness of all
things is st ignored in theze earlier boaks, but is locked
upon as no subject for veflective analysis: the wise men
approzch the universe as & wlhaole with feelings ooly of
adoration, and the pallazopher hecomes a poet singing of
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this whole a5 "Wisdom." FAeeleviorfes marks the ooint
where, for the first time, reflective analvsis bas been turned
upon the sum of things: the sudden responsibility becomes
ton great, and philosophy breaks down in despalr. The
wortd “wistlom * now becomes conined for the most part to
lesser achievements, or to the observing facully ) the uni-
versal Is no longer a unity that can be adored, but a broken
“All things” the attempt to onderztznd which is *vanity.’
There is an advance from this position in the Iatest of the
books of wisdom, the apocryphal Hisdom of Selewecr.
Here philosopliy recovers its tane of raphoe; the recovery
i3 made, not by returning to the restricted area of observa-
tion, but by still further enlarging it.  The Preacher had
considered only this life; his scccessor recognizes a life
bevond the grave, and In immortality finds 2 solution of
present myvsteries.  Whereas the Preacher had confined
Bimselt to the present, the new wisdom adds the past of
history, and presents Wisdom as Providence, And a single
passage — where however the tepic is only reised. and oot
followed into detail —showsa that this close of Wisdam He-
erature extends ds observation even from human Jife 1o
external npature. Thus these Jour—— Froverdy, Feclesdos-
fietes, Feelesiastes and Wikdom of Sofomon — make a dis-
tingt progression of thoughi, And somewhere in this line
of thought —it iz needless to discoss exactly where—
comes the remaining work of Wisdom literature, the Saok
gf Fab. Here again it Is the uaiverse as a whole which is
W1l



-4 Introduction
gnder consideration. or at least, its !uﬂding problem, the
Mystery of Evil,  And here not one but several attitudes
nf mind in reference to this cenceal prablem are tepresented,
and embocied in different dramasie characters, while their
discussion of the mystery undergoes the development that
Lelongs to dramatic plot.

These Dooks of Wisdems make op the present serfes.
‘The Modern Reader’s Hible® does not touch matters of
devotion or theslogy, 1ts purpose is to put forwasd bibli-
cal works as portlans of World Literature, with an interest
of their own for every vafely of reader. Dut if they are
to be so appreciated, it [s necessary that they should Le
stripped of the medimval and anti-litevary form in which
our curtent Bibles allow them to he obscuared; more
particularly of the pointless divisions into chapters, and
monotonaus numbering of verses, under which all literary
structare lies buried.  Nor does this serfes profess ta deal
with questions of historic eriticism which are so rife at
the present time. From their own point of view these
questions are of high consequence. Dt to literature con-
sidered only as lterature it is the opinien of the present
editor that the importance of dates and historle setting
Las been immensely over-estimated, while considerations
of antharshin have more ofien oroved a disturbance than
a help. [t is the more tmansient productions of literature
that stand in need of such acventitions interest; the
warld’'s masterpieces, while of course they are capable of
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