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PREFACE.

A large number of letters were received from the cor-
respondents. Those selected are the most typieal or repre-
sentative. Border-line abnormality, or that which is nearest
the normal, is mainly illustrated.

" About five per cent. of the letters received were from per-
sons of questionable reputation. These doeuments, in eon-
nection with the deeper forms of sociological abnormality,
will be considered in another volume. It would be out of
place to disecuss such questions in this volume, which is
intended for the general reader.

Any reader who may desire to send criticisms can do so
by addressing the anthor :

P. O. Lock Box 273, Washington, D. C.
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INTRODUCTION.

The abnormal person of society is in the winority and
conforms less fo the customs of the community than the
average or normal person. The word “abnormal” has
therefore come to imply, in the minds of the public, some-
thing wrong, or at least uncomplimentary. But, as used by
the author, it has no reference to moral qualities ; it simply
signifies deviation from the normal. An abnormal person
might be one of the best or one of the worst citizens.

In the case of man the term “ abnormal " refers to erime,
pauperism, drunkenness, ete.:; insanity, great talent, and
genius. Iu this semse abnormal woman varies liftle from
abnormal man, except in those differences that exist be-
tween the sexes in general. Tu applying the word * ab-
normal * o woman, therefore, it will refer more to social
standards and to woman in her special function as
woman.*

An empirical inquity has to do primarily with what is,
rather than what ought to be, or shwll be, however im-
portant these two latter questions may be considered. It
has not only to make an inventory of the facts, but seek
out the eauses. In pursuing an investigation in a labora-
tory a selection and arrangement of material and the con-
ditions under which experiments are to be made wre a
necessary preliminary. But when human beings in society
eonstitute the laboratory, the difficulties are greatly in-
creased.

* This latter guestion will be considured in another volumme. See
Preface.
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The present work is an attempt to make an original and
scientific study of abnormal woman outside of institutions
—that is, in society at large.

The question arises as to how it is possible to find ab-
normal wormen in society. After some cousideration, it oc-
curred to the author that the most convenient and perhaps
the best method would be through the “personal " eolumn of
the newspaper. The following advertisement was accord-
ingly inserted :

GENTLEMAN OF HIGH SOCIAL AND UNIVERSITY BOSITION DESIRES
COERESTONDENCE (ACQUATNTANCE NOT NECESSARY) WITH YOUKG
FDUCATED WOMAN OF HIGH SOCIAL AND FINANCIAL POSITION. No
AGENTS ; NO TRIFLEES ; MUST GIVE DETAILED ACCOUNT OF LIFE ;
REFERENCES REQUIRED. ADDRESS, Lotk Box —,

The above *personal,” with slight variations, appeared
in a number of the principal newspapers in the large cities
of our country. It wasin different papers at different times
for a period of about three or four months.

Considering the use to which the *personal” column is
generally put, the author did not think it wrong to make it
serve as the means of sociclogical investigation.

A woman who answers a publie advertisement cannot ex-
peet her correspondence with a total stranger to be of a
very confidential nature. It has been the author’s desive,
however, not to reveal in any way the identity of any of his
correspondents. All names of persons, therefore, and most
names of places occurring in the letters have been omitted.

Since the correspondents live in all parts of our country,
and mostly in large cities, and some in Europe, the proba-
bility of any of them being identified is practically nil.

It 1s difficult to see any serious reason why people in gen-



