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DEDICATION.

Hon. Noan Davis.
Ex-Chief Justice Supreme Court.
My Dear Sir .

I am charged by the Publication Committes of the
Medico-Legal Society with the duty of preparing for
publication, the papers read before that body, touching
on Inebriety, Alcoholism and the Medical-Jurisprudence
of Inebriety.

I voice their unanimous wish, in dedicating this
volume of papers to you.

The interest you have felt in this subject, the labors
with which you have been identified, in struggling with
the social problems growing out of the abuses of alco-
hol, and your long public career upon the bench, make
this all the more easy to me, aside from our personal
friendship since your advent to this city. ”

That you have presided over the debales incident to
the reading of these papers, and closed them with your
own views sharpened by the thoughis their readiag
awakened, will, I am sure, add no little interest to their
value in the public mind.

That they may be of service at a moment when the
public heart is so deeply touched, by the problems of the
hour is, I am sure, your wish as well as

Yours ever faithfully,

CLaARE BELL,
New YORK, Sepfember, 1888,
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FRETACE.

The Legal relations of the inebriate, in business, in
social affairs, and his responaibility before the law, have
for many years engaged the attention of the Medico-

- Legal Society.

Ag early as December, 1868, Dr. Stephen Rogers,
opened the discussion by a paper, upen the Influence of
Methomania upon Business and Criminal responsibility.
‘This was followed in the same year by a paper entitled
* Methomania,” by Dr. James J. O'Dea.

In the fall of 1869, *‘ The Law in Reference to Suicide
and Intemperance in Fife Insurance” was made the
subject of a paper by Wu. Sarapy, Eaq., of the New
York Bar.

In the paper upon Hereditary Diseases of the Nervous
System, read by STEPHEN RoggErs in 1869 before the
Society, journal space was given and stress laid upon
“the Degeneracy of Alcoholic Inlerilance,” and the
propogition was made in view of the unusually large
number of persons, who had during 1366 and 1867 been
adjudized diposmaniacs, that ‘ the Medico-Legal Sociely
would be ready to decide by a very large vote, that there
was such & disease as Alcoholism, that one of its forms
is Methomania, and that i was an hereditary and, of
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course, @ lransmissitie discase.” (Medico-Legal Papers
Series 1, pp. 87-88). .

" In March, 1368, Wn. Suravy, Esq., read before the
Hociety a paper containing the Act passed April 8, 1864,
in the Btate of New York, to establish an Asylum for
Inebriates in the ecity of New York, with the amend-
ments of 1367.-—(Medico-Legal Papers, Series 1, pp. 92-
08).  Also, the Acts of May 9, 1867 {chap. 843, Laws of
1867), to incorporate the Inebriate Home of Kings Coun-
ty and fthe Amendments thereto in 1868, (Med.-Leg.
papers, Series 1, pp. 97-80.) As well as the several Acts -
for the relief of the New York State Inebriate Asylum,
passed April 15, 1830 ; March 81, 1-61; April 15, 1864,
and March 81, 1865, with a resumse of the law, regarding
the case of habitual dmnf:mrds.m(Ibid, pp. 102, et. seq.).
In the same year, Dec. 9, 1869, Dk. S. TELLER, read a
paper before the Society, entitled *° Medical points in re-
gard fo the Suicide and Infemperance proviso in Life
Insurance policies.” .

In 1871, Dr. PALUEL DE MarMox read a paper entitled
¢ Medico-Legal Consideratfions upon Alcoholism, and the
Moral and Criminal Responsibility of fnebriates.”

In November, 15871, Dr. Srteruey RocErs, in his in-
augural address as president of the Society gave consid-
arable space, and laid great stress upon the * Metho-
mantae and the duly of the Stale fo him.” He then
claimed ' that the morbid, and really uncontrollable im-
pudse to drink and to be druuk, was an impulse which we
all know results in more evil fo society, and, finally, in
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more destruction io fife, a hundred fold, than all the
higher grades of crime,” and to this subject and its evils
he called the attention of that body-as being of the very
highest interest and importance in its proposed labors.

On April 11, 1872, SreprEN RocErs contributed a
paper to the Medico-Legal Society entitled “ The Influence
of Uremic and Alcoholic Poisoning on Testamentary
Capacily.”*

In Feb'y, 1886, Dk, EvrIQUE A. FrEMonT, of Ozuluama,
Mexico, contributed a paper enfitled, *‘Inebriefy ond
Criminal Responsibility in Mexdco,” which appeared in
the Medico-Legal Journal, and the same number con-
tained a paper read by Dr. Gro. H. Savaes, of London,
on * Drunkenness and Criminal Responsibilily.”—(pp.
84 ot. seq. Vol. No. 1.)

In July, 1887, CLarx BELL, Esq., contributed a paper
to the International and Clolonial Congress of Inebriety
at London entitled, “ the Belalion of Inlemperance fo
Insanity,” which was read before the Medico-Legal So-
clety, in September, 1887, and the November and De-
cember Meetings of the Sociéty in 1887 were devoted
to original papers on this subject by distinguished
members, the discussion of which, are made the basis
of the present volume.

It wae decided to select from among these various
articles, thus contributed, enough to make a volume of
at least 200 pages, so that Btudents of the Science might

*Dr; T. D, Crothera read a paper on " Trance in.Inehristy,” Ister, which
wia also made the subject of 4 paper by Dr. (Geo. M. Beard.
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have in hand, the more important of these papers by
members of the Medico-Legal Society, from widely dif-
ferent fields of thought, who had given this important
subject attention. '

The compilation of the greater part of these works
with a reference to thoge unpublished, has devolved upon
the writer as Chairman of the Committee of Publication,
alded by the generosity of a few friends, who have con-
tributed the necessary time fo publish this volume,
without expense to the Medico-Legal Socisty, of New
York, as a testimonial and memento of its labors in a
cauge now excifing the popular mind.

CLARE BELL,
New York, October, 1888,

MNore.—Dr. T, D. Crothers read a paper entitled ' Showld Tnebriates be
Pundshed by Death for Orime? " bofors the Medico-Legal Boclety, Beptem-
ber Bessign of 1888, too luta for fneertlon here.



