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2 Difficuities Overcome.

(and of them only) “that take pleafure
thelreinf’ ” 1 —
t is, perhaps, greatly owing to this dif-
int-:re{'tg:l lcvs, thg:ﬁhg lives Ef thofe who
have devoted themfelves to the ftudy and
contemplation of nature poffefs a charm
of their own, combining much of lively
intereft with inftruction. The remark-
able man the ftory of whofe life I am
about to tell, was of an ardent and enter-
rifing nature, and a true enthufiaft in
Eis chofen purfuit. He was, befide, a
ftriking inftance of fuccefsful perfever-
ance overcoming the molt formidable
obftacles, and gradually winning its up-
ward courfe above the mifts of obfcurity
and depreffion. It has been faid that
narratives drawn from humble life, re-
cording the actions and fufferings, the
good or evil fortunes of their brethren,
moft ﬁmnﬁﬂ' rivet the attention of work-
ing-men and their families. If it be fo,
it may be Eermitted. me to indulge the
hope that this little book will find favour
with the family circle that gathers round
the mechanic's firefide, and awaken in
fome young hearts there a generous in-
tereft in the fortunes of one who fprang
from among themfelves —perchance, in-
cline them occafionally to employ their
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leifure hours in the obfervatien of nature.
There was a time when the Spitalfields
weavers were the firft entomologifts in
the kingdom, and when the cutlers of
Sheffield were accuftomed to recreate
themfelves after a hard day's work by
breathing the pure air of their furround-
ing hills while in fearch of infeéts and
birds: nor were the artifans of Norwich
deficient in a tafte for natural hiftory,
many of them being fond of giving their
va-::ﬁ.nt tirrn':-i to botanizing, as ;15 igc'n«\:ntit;{r_lr;i:fsl
with complace by their diftinguilhed
felluw—citifen, gtl:l}:r ]gmf:s Smith,gii the
Linnzan ranfaifions.!

Would that a tafte for thefe pure and
elevating purfuits were more prevalent
among all clafles of the community, {ferv-
ing, as they do, to multiply our enjoy-
ments at fo cheap a rate, and leading us,
by fuch pleafing gradations upwards to
the contemplation and worthip of the
great God, the Father and Preferver of
all, making us, fo to fpeak, partakers of
His own delights, for “ The Lord rejoiceth
in the works of His hands."”

Alexander Wilfon was born at Paifley,
en the 6th of July, 1766, His father,
who was a weaver in that town, bore a

1 See vol. 5, 318



