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INTRODUCTION.

A Semies of Poems is here presented on & theme
abundantly familiar to all Members of B. N. C. ; for whom
alone, in all probability, the following pages will possess
any interest. To them it may ssem almoust superfluous to
mention that the Bautler of the College is bound by imme~
morial custom to produce in Hall snoually on Shrove
Tuesday s copy of Verses in praise of the College Ale:
sccompanying which, a special brew i3 made for the day,
and supplied ad lbitem to every inmate of the College.

Theugh of lata these Verses have been printed on esch
anmual cccasion, & desire has been expressed in many
quarters for a compilation of such a8 are extant, whather in
print or manuscript, in a form which might better conduce to
their preservation. This desiro ie now acted upon : and it
is hoped that, with all.their faults, these ephemeral com-
positions, thus rescued from oblivien, will not be denied the
interest of old associations.



¥i. INTRODOOTION,

The Butler feels it incumbent on him to stata that,
though personally responsible for the produstion of the
panegyrie, his acknowledgments are due to the Junior
Members of the College, from some of whom he has never
failed, on his request, to obtain a kind supply, This species
of literary complicity ia believed to have been always an
understood arrangement; and may be traced by hving
tradition as far hack as the time when the offica of Butler
was filled by a brother of D, Barker, formerly Principal of
the College. The authorship thus sekpowledged will sug-
gest an explanation of the style employed v many of these
effusions ; and will, no doubt, furnish an apology, if sueh
be needed, for o certain amgunt of personal licenss, from
tha application of which.-it will be observed that the
Butler himself has not been allowed to remain exempt :
though, in stvict theory, it might be considersd that he
ought to appear aa the spokesman in each poem.

Something should, perhaps, be added in explanation of
the circumstance that more than ome set of Verses are
given, in some recent instances, for the same year; which
will also allow a word to be eaid as to the prineiple of
selection, if it may be so called, which has been annually
pursued. The Butler, not baving ventured to exalt his
official laudes to anything like the dignity of & prize-poem,



INTRODUCFION, Vii.

or to propese & gemeral competition for their @p]j, has
uwsually mentioned his wish to some gentleman by whom he
thought he should be obliged. Omn receiving, in comnse-
quence, a soiteble provision, he has felt bound st once to
accept it. After, however, being thus pledged, other poems
have sometimes been handed to him, which he would have
had equal plessure in adopting. The present publestion
has afforded him an unusual opportunity of offermg amends
by adding some of the latter to his collection; in which
they are distinguished from the rest by an astemsk affixed
to the date.

Should any Members of the College or their friends
possess copies of earlier compositions connected with this
series, they wounld greatly oblige the Butler by kindly for-
warding them to him, with a view to their insertion in &
secand edition, if a reprint of this volume should be hereaftar
desired.

J. PRIOR,

Brapexose CoLLEGE,
Mrogaensis ToeM, 1566






BRASENOSE ALE.

ALL ye, who round the Buttery hainh,
With patient expectation watch,

Our barrels to aseadl ;
Come, listen, while with pleasing gibe,
The rare ingredients I deseribe,

That ficat in Brasencss Ale,

The Butler's is a druggist's shap,
Alike devoid of malt and hap,

But Quassia’s dranghts prevall ;
Alvm the sparkling liguor clears,
And mimic wormwood's bitter tears

Compose our Brasenose Als.

All ye, who phywick have profess'd,

# §ir Kit,” or “ Potecary West,"®
Yonr practice gone bewail !

The burning mouth, the ternple’s throb,

8iek stomach, and eonvulsive throb,
Are cured by Brasenose Ale.

# ugjy B and “ Potesary West” The one velebrated as &
Physician, the other as an Apotheeary, in Oxford,
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Ag poisons other poisons kill,

Bo whoso with convivial swill
Dares Syms's* wine assail,

Or Latimer's immortal Tan,

Hight Herbert or Lord Abingdon,

His cure is Brasenose Ale.

The fair Cheltenia'a opening salt,

Must yisld to our factitions malt,
What double sconce can fufl #

But should you want some tonie stuff,

You speadily will find * quant. suff.,”
A gill of Brasenpse Ale.

Oh, that our Burssr would consent
To give ths Bottled Porter vant,
Porter beloved by Dale,
SEmuggled no mors by Joey's stealth,{
1t would improve the Collags health,
Impaired by Brasencee Als,

L]

* Byms and Latimer were Wine Merchants in this City. The
latter, soma twenty yoars ago, bought & smull quankity of wine
ﬁmlﬂﬁﬂwhﬂ-mdﬂbmhl,udmﬂhhmhmum
those akdractive names,

+ Portar, which had been bought for common uwse, but had
been often smuggled by one of the Fellows.




