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A WORD TO THE READER.

—_—

I wourp say to the gentle reader that the
contents of this rather consumptive little vol-
ume were not intended, oniginally, for the public
eye, but for the eye domestic; being extracts
from familiar letters wrillen from abroad to my
family al home, and for their cspecial pleasure
and  benehl, At the suggestion of a friend,
I was induced to put them into type and use
them as a thread whereon to hang the illustra-
tions, the originals of which were, for the most
part, drawn from ratlroad cars, the coupé of a
diligence, the back of a mule, or from the deck
of a sicamer, The reader will take them for
what they are worth,

I have hut skimmed the surface of things —it
may be too lightly things heavy and too heavily
things light; but I take it for granted that all
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I have touched upon is familiar to my country-
men, — they being a remarkably fravelling peo-
ple, who are to be found, at all seasons and hours,
in every corner of the habitable globe, with a
laudable desire to Amow everything, and with
that penetrative insight into “facts” which dis-
tinguished the ingenious Mr. Gradgnnd.

I have avoided Murray and his details; said
nothing of the population of any village, town,
or city I have visited, nor measured the width,
height, or length of their public buildings; neither
have I made any remarks upon the political or
social condition of Europe, knowing these things
to be done daily, by far abler pens than mine,

I have skefched only and finished nothing, and
trust that amiable body known as the * Public,”
will look upon my short-comings, in this ex-
tremely mild literary effort, with an indulgent eye.

September, 1568, D.
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