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CHAPTER I
THE POWER OF THOUGHT

In other volumes of this series we have
considered the operationg of the human mind
known as Will, Memory, ete. We now ap-
proach the consideration of those mental ae-
tivities which are concerned with the phenom-
ena of thought—those activities which we
generally speak of as the operation of the in-
tellect or reason.

What is thought? The answer is not an
easy one, although we use the term familiarly
almost every hour of our waking existence.
The dietionaries define the term **Thought”’
as follows: ““The aect of thinking; the exer-
cise of the mind in any way except sense and
perception; serious consideration; delibera-
tion; reflection; the power or laculty of
thinking; the mental faculty of the mind;
ete.” This drives us back upon the term, “‘to
think?" which is defined as follows: “‘To oe-
cupy the mind on some subject; to have

ideas; to revolve ideas in the mind; to cogi-
9
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tate; to reasom; fo exercise the power of
thought; to have a succession of ideas or
mental states; to perform any mental opera-
tion, whether of apprehension, judgment, or
illation; to judge; to form a conclusion, to
determine: ete,"’

Thought is an operation of the intellect.
The intellect is: *‘that faculty of the human
soul or mind by which it receives or compre-
hends the ideas communicated to it by the
senges or by perception, or other means, as
distinguished from the power to feel and to
will; the power or faculty to perceive objects
in their relations; the power to judge and
comprehend ; also the eapacity for higher
forms of knowledge as distinguished from
the power to perceive and imagine.’’

When we say what we ““think,”’ we mean
that we oxercise the faculties whereby we
compare and contrast certain things with
other things, observing and noting their
points of difference and agreement, then
classifying them in accordance with these
obzerved agreements and differences. In
thinking we tend to classify the multitude of
impressions received from the ontside world,
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arranging thousands of objects into one gen-
eral class, and other thousands into other gen-
eral classes, and then sub-dividing these
classes, until finally we have found mental
pigeon-holes for every conceivable idea or im-
pression. We then begin to make inferences
and deductions regarding these ideas or im-
pressions, working from the known to the
unknown, from particulars to generalities, or
from generalities to particulars, as the case
may be.

It is this faculty or power of thought—
this use of the intellect, that has brought man
to his present high position in the world of
living things. In his early days, man was a
much weaker animal than those with whom
he was brought into contact. The tigers, lions,
bears, mmmnmoths, and other ferocions heasts
were mueh stronger, fiercer, and fleeter than
man, and he was placed in a position so lack-
ing of apparent equal chance of survival,
that an observer would have unhesitatingly
advanced the opinion that this weak, feeble,
slow animal must seon surely perish in the
struzele for existence, and that the “‘survival
of the fittest’! would soon cause him to vanish



12 TaoveHT CULTURE

from the scene of the world’s activities. And,
g0 it would have been had he possessed no
equipment other than those of the other am-
malg; wiz., strength, natural weapons and
speed. And yet man not only survived in
spite of these disadvantages, but he has actu-
ally eonquered, mastered and enslaved these
other animals which seemed likely to work
his destruction. Why? How?

This feeble animal called man had within
him the elements of a new power—a power
manifested in but a slight degree in the other
animals. He possessed an intellect by which
he was able to deduce, compare, infer—rea-
S0,

His lack of natural weapons he overcame
by borrowing the idea of the tooth and claw
of the other animals, imitating them in flint
and shaping them into spears; borrowing the
trunk of the elephant and the paw of the figer,
and reproducing their blow-striking qualities
in his wooden club. Naot only this but he took
lessons from the supple limbs and branches
of the trees, and copied the principle in his
how, in order to project its minature spear,
his arrow. He sheltered himself, his mate



