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STATE CONSTITUTION OF 1898,

ARTICLES HAVING REFERENCE TO PUBLIC
EDUCATION.

1. {Art. B3. Limitation of Lagislative Powers.)

No money shall ever ba taker from the public troasury, di-
rectly or indireetly, in aid of any church, gect or denomination
of religion, or in aid of any priest, preacher, minister or teacher
thereof, a8 such; and no prefercnce shall cver be given to, nor
any discrimination made againat, any church, seet or creed of
religion, or any form of religious fmith or worship; nor shall
any appropriations he made for private, charitable or henevolent
purposss to any person oF community; provided, this shall not
apply to the State Asylum for the Insane and Statc Institution
for the Deaf and Dumb and State Institution for the Instruetion
of the Blind, and the charity hospitals and public charitable
institutions conducted under State authority.

2 {Art. 280. Educational Instituticne Exempt From Taxation)

The following shall be exempt from tazation, nnd mo other,
viz: All public property, pluces of religione worship, or burial,
all charitabls institutions, all buildings snd property used ex-
clusively for public momuments or historicel colleetions, colleges
and other school purposes, the real and personsl estate of any
library, and that of any other library association uwsed by or
eonnected with such library, all books and philesophical appa-
ratus, and all peintings and statuary of any company or asso-
ciation kept in a public hall; provided, the property so exempted
be not leased for purpoees of private or corporate profit and
i.nw;rme."""‘

& (Art. 231, Poll Tax of Ona Dellar.)

The General Assembly shall levy an annual poll tax of one
dollar upon every male inhabitant in the State between the ages
of twenty-one and sixty years, for the maintenance of the public
schools in the parishes whers colleeted.
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4 (Art. 232. Bchool Tax on a Yote of Property Taxpayers.)

The State tax on property for all purposes whatever, includ-
ing expenses of government, schools, lavees and interest, shall
not execed in any one yaar, gix mills on the dollar of its assessed
valuation, and, exeept as otherwise provided in this Constitution,
no parish, municipal or public board tax for all purposes what-
soever, shall exceed in any one yesr ten mills on the dollar of
valoation; provided, that for giving additional support to publie
schools, and for the purpose of erecting and construeting publie
buildings, public schoolhouses, bridges, wharves, levees, sewerage
_ work and other works of pormanent public improvement, the
title to which shall be in the publie, sny parigh, munieipal cor-
poration, ward or school distriet may levy a speeial tax in cxocss
of satd limitation, whenever the rate of sueh inerease and the
oumber of years it i3 1o be levied and the purposes for which the
tax is intended, shall have been sanbmitted to a2 vote of the prop-
erty taxpayers of each parish, werd or school district entitled
to vote under the election laws of the Btate, and a majority of
the same in humbera ahd in value voting at sueh election shall
have voted therefor.

5 {(Art. 298, Froe Bohools; for Whom; Apportlonment of Funds)

Thers shall be free publie sehools for the white and eolored
races, separately established by the General Assembly; through-
out the State, for the education of all the ehildren of the State
between the ages of #ix and eighteen yeavs; provided, that where
kindergurten schools exist, ¢hildren between the ages of four
and six may be admitted into said sehools. All funds raised
by the State for the support of public schools, except the poll
tax, shall b distributed to each parish in proportion to the num-
ber of children therein between the ages of gix and eighfeen
years. The (tencral Assambly, at its next session, shall provide
for the enmmeration of edueable children.

B, {Art. 242, as amended by Act 28 of 1905. Stats Superintendent.)

There shall be elected by the qualified electors of the State a
Superintendent of Public Education, who shall hold his office for
the term of four vears, and until his suecessor is qualified. His
duties shall be prescribed by law, and he shall receive an annnal
galary of five thoonsand dollare.
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7. (Ari. 250, 8tate Board of Education; Parish Boardes and Officers.)

The General Assembly shall provide for the ereation of a
State Board and Parish Boards of Public Edueation. The Parish
Boards shall eleet a Parish Superintendent of Poblic Education
for their respective parishes, whoge qualifications shall be fized
by the Legislature, and who shall be ex—cfficio sceretary of the
Parish Board. The salary of the Parish Superintendent shall
be provided for by the General Assembly, to be paid out of the
public school funds aceruing to the respeotive parishes,

B (Art 257, Fremch May Bs Taught.)

The general exercises in the publie schoole shall be conducted
in the English langnage; provided, that the French languege may
be taught in those parishes or log¢alitien where the French lan-
guage predominates, if no additional expense is inenrred thereby.

8. {Art. 252 Application of the Pol]l Tax)

The funds derived from the collection of the pell tax shall
be applied cxelusively to the maintengoee of the public schools
ae organized under this Coogtitntion, »nd shall be applied ex-
clusively fo the support of the public schools in the parish in
which the sama shall be ecollected, and shall be accounted for
and paid by the colleeting officer directly to the treasmrer of
the local school board.

10. {Art. 253. Privats and Sectarinn Schosls Cannot Recelve Public
Bohoo! Funds,) ;
No fonde raized for the support of the publis schools of the
Btate shall be appropriated to or used for the support of any
private or zectarian schools,

11. (Art. 254. Behool Funds—Cf What They Shall Congigh.)

The school funds of the State shall consist of: 1st. Not less
than ome and one-quarter mills of the six mills tax levied apd
collected by the State. 24 The proceeds of taxzation for sehool
purposes a3 provided by this Constitation. 3d. ‘The interest on
the proceeds of all public lands heretofore granted or to be
granted by the United States for the sapport of the publie
schools, and the revenuer derived from such lands as may remain
unsold. 4th. Al funds and property, other than unimproved
lands, bequeathed or granted to the State, not designated for
any other purpose. 5th. The proceeds of vacant estates falling
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under the law to the State of Lounisiana. 6th. The legislature
may appropriate to the same find the proceeds of publie lands
not designated or set apert for any other purpose, and shall
provide that every parish may levy a tax for the public schools
therein, which shall not sxceed the rntire State tax; provided,
that with such & tax the whole amount of parish taxes shall not
exeend the lmits of parish taxation fixed by this Constitution.
The City of New Orleans shall make such appropriations for
the support, mointenance and repair of the public sehools of
gaid city as it may deem proper, but not less than eight-temtha
of one mill for one year; and said schools shall continue to
receive from the Board of Liquidation of the City Debt, the
amounts to which they are now entitled under the Constitutional
amendinent, adopted in the yenr 1832,

12, {Art, 255, Btate . University and A. & M. Collsge, Tulane Univeraity.)

The Louizigne, State University and Apricultural and Mechan-
ical Collegs, founded upon land grante of the United States to
endow & seminarvy of learning smd a college for the henedit of
agriculture snd mechanic arts, now established mod located in
tha City of Baton Bougs, is hercbhy recognized ; and all revenues
derived and to be derived from the seminary fund, the Agrienl-
tural and Mechanical College fund, and other funds or lands
donated to or to be donated by the United States to the State of
Louisisna for the use of o seminary of learning or of a college
for the henefit of agriculturs or the mechanio arts, shall be ap-
propriated excluosively to the maintenance and support of the
gaid Louisizsna Btate University and Agrieultural and Mechan-
ical College; and the General Assembly shall make snch addi-
tional mppropriatione a8 may be necessary for its mainienance,
support, and improvement, and for the establishment, in connee-
tion with zaid institution, of such additional soientific or literary
departments as the public necessities and the wellbeing of the
people of Louisiena may vequira.

The Tulane University of Lonisiana, located in New Orleans,
iz hereby recognized as created, and to be developed in accord-
ance with the provisions of the legislative act No. 43, approved
July 5th, 1884, and by spproval of the electors, mads part of
the Constitution of the State.

13. (Art. 266. Other Btats Gchools)
The Louisians Stats Normal Sehool, established and located
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at Natchitoches; the Induostrial Institnte and (ollege of Louisi-
ana, whose name ig hereby changed to the Lonisisna Industrial
Institute, established and located at Ruston; and the Southern
University, now established in the City of New Orleans, for the
education of persoms of color, ar¢ hereby recogmized; and the
(enieral Assembly is directed to make sueh appropriations from
time to time as may be necessary for the maintenance, support
and improvement of these ingtitutions; provided, that the appro-
priation for tho maintepance and eupport of the Southern Uni-
versity shall not exeeed tep thousand dellars per annum.

14. (Art. 287, Intsrest Dus thes Townshipa.)

The debt due by the State to the free gchool fund ig hereby
declared to be the sum of one million, one hundred and thirty
thousand, eight hundred and sixty-ssven dollars ard fifty-one
cents in principsl, and shall be kept on the books of the Auditor
and Troasurer to the credit of the several townehips entitled to
the same; the said prindipal being the proeceds of the gales of
lands heretofore pranted by the United States for ithe nse and
support of free public schools which amount shall be held by
the Stata as a loan, and shall be snd remain a parpetual fund, on
which the State shall pay an spnual interest of four per cent,
and said interest ghall be paid to the peveral townships of the
State entitled to the same, in accordance with the Aet of Con-
gress, No. 68, approved Fsbruary 16th, 15843.

15, {Art, 258. Debt Due Bsminary Fund.)

The debt due by the State to the seminary fund is hereby
declared to be one hundred anid thirty-zix thousand dellars, being -
the proceeds of the sale of lands heretofore granted by the
United States to this State for tho use of a seminery of learning,
and said amount shall be kept to the credit of said fund on the
books of the Aunditor and Treasurer of the State as 8 perpetual
loan, and the State shall pay an annual interest of four per cent
on said amount.

16. (Art. 250, Debt Due A, and M. College.}

The debt due hy the State to the Agrienltural and Mechan-
ical College fund ia hereby deelared to be the sum of one hun-
dren and eighty-two thousapd threg hundred and thirteen dol-
larg and three cents, being the procesds of the sale of lanfs and



