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PREFACE,

Urow urgent and ra-fpanted request from the publishers,
tha sunthor consented to lay naide temporarily & larger and
wore important litorary task, to write for them this initis]
volume of the “(Campaipng of the Civil War” Personal
observation and long previcns investigation had furnished
him a great variety of new material for the work; and this
was opportunely supplemented Ty the recent publication of
the Official War Records for 1201, both Union and Confed-
erate, opening to comparison and nze an immense mass of
historical data, end furnishing the definite meana of verify-
ing or correcting the statements of previons writera.

Under these advantages the anthor has written the pres-
ent volume, basing his work on mateorisla of nnguestionsd
authenticity—books, doeuments, and manugeripts—and, in-
deed, for the greater parl, on official public records. His
effort has been a conscientions and paiustaking one, making
historical sccuraey his constant aim. If, unfortupately, he

has committed any errors, he hopes they may prove only
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guch as from the meagrensss ur- conflicting natore of the
evidence any one might fall into. He would gladly have
sppended tohis pages full references and citations, but want
of space absolutely forbade. '

So many lkind friends have enconraged and sided him,
that he finds it impossible to acknowledge their services in
detail, and therefore takes this oecasion to return to one and
all his sincere thanks, Government officials, especially, of
all prades, have with nniform courtesy afforded him every
facility in their power. Withont free secess to the varicus
departments and archives—nnd, above ll, to the vaat histori-
enl treasnres of the Library of Congress—it wonld have baen
ﬂxa:-':‘.ineg diffienlt to gather and verify the nomerous facts,
quotations, names, and dates, which his nerrative required.

Wasntsoros, D0,
Fetwuary 20, 1861
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