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Ter account of Fichte's system in the latter part of
this volume has no pretensions to be regarded as more
than an introduction to his philosophy. When it is re-
membered that Fichte's worke appear in eleven subatan-
tial volumes, and that many of them are claborate and
detailed expositions of special branches of philusophy in
general, it will be evident that a summary or compreszed
statement wonld have hut small valne, and that a short
sketeh must of necessity be introductory in character.

I have to thank Dr William Smith for the kind per-
mizgion to nse his translations of rcertein of Fichte's
works. The passage quoted from the ¢ Beden,’ is taken,
with ene ar two vorbal sltorations, from hin ¢ Memoir of
Fichte.”

The delay in the appearance of this volume of the
series of °Philosophical Classics’ ia due to canses for
which I am alone responsible.

R ADAMEON.

Trr Owews CoLnEos, June 183],
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CHAPTER L
INTRODUGTORY.

It happens bui rarvely that the life of a philosopher has
been =0 closely connceted with the historieal develop-
ment of hiz people, that his name shonld be rmembered
rather on secount of his practical sctivity then for his
speculative researchea Yot if one dooz not misinter
pret the evidance supplied in ample quantity by the
numerous speeches, addresses, essays, memorials, and
other docoments which marked the cclebration of the
centenary of ¥ichte in 1862, circumstances in his case
muet have combined fo bring about this result Many
oecasional references were made by various speakers and
writers to the philosophy of Fichis, and much was said
of the speculative depth and richmees of his writings,
but all euch remarks were manifestly external and by
the way. The subtle metaphysician of the * Wissenschafts-
lehre’ had evidently, in the estimation of his admirers,
been overshadowed by the patriotic orator of the ‘Ad-
P.—IV. A
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dresses to the German Nation.' There exists not now,
there never did exist to any extent, a school of follow-
ers of Fichte; it may well be doubted if there are st
present half-a-dozen students of his worka As a pa-
triot, as representative of what seems noblest and lofti-
ezt in the German character, he lives, and will doubt-
lem continue to live, in the grateful remembrance of
hiz counirymen ; as & mefaphysician, he lives not at
all beyond the learned pages of the historians of phil-
osophy.

~ That such should be the case will not sppear surpris-
ing when thers are taken into considerastion the nature of
the hiatovical surroundings of Fichte's career, and the
relations in which be stood to them, His life coincided
in time with the rise and partizl development of the
two eventa which haye most affected the ewrrent of
modern history,—tha revolotion in political idess which
originated in France, and the hirth of intellectual activ-
ity in Germany. His life’s work waa the part ha played
in the furlherance of these movements, and the dursbility
of hiz fame has of neceasity depended on the signifi-
cance of hia contributions to them, and the way in which
they huve worked themselves out.

Althoegh the revolution in political and soeial organi-
sations and the rise of new forma of intellectusl life in
CGermany differed widely in external features,—for they
belonged to diverss spherss of practical activity,—they
wers in fundamental agreement, not only as regards their
ultimate aim, but also aa regards the idea on which they
proceaded. Both were in character reconstruetive; in
both the foundation for the new edifice was sought in the
eommon, universal nature of humanity itsell The new
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political idea of the French Revolution—an idea ex-
pressed clearly, though with some contradictoriness, in
the Confrat sneial—was that of the human agent, endowed
by nature with cerfain primitive and inalienable rights,
a8 the unit in the organisation of the state, The individ-
ual, on this view, wos no longer to be regarded ss receiv-
ing all staterighte by historical aecident; distinetions
of ramk among citizens were no lenger to be accapted on
mera ground of fact; the state itself was to be looked upon
a4 tho mecheniem in and through which the primitive
rights of all individuals may receive dus and adequate
realisation ; and the final standard of judgment as to the
forma of the state organisation was placed in the reason
of the individual The body politic thus appsared not as
the accidental result of the conflict of individual, arhi-
frary volitions, but as the necessary produet of the com-
joint will of individuvals with common characteristics,
with primitive and equal righta The individual was
thought of, not ns the ecmbodiment of pure arbitrary ca-
price, but as the exprassion of & cerlain common nuture,
to the development of which he has an original, indefcas-
ible right. A doetrine like this is liable to misnse, for
the notion of rational liberty may easily degenerate, and
historically did degenerate, into the apotheosiz of mere
power of will; and the positive element in it, the idea
of the abetract rights of the individual, probably requires
much modification : but it was an important advance npon
the previous theory and practice of politics

‘When one examines the general charasteristics of the
new intellectual productions of Germany, more eapeci-
ally in the sphere of philosophy, one is struck by the
close resemblance in fundamental idea to that just



