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CHAPTER 1.

Turer was an uouvsual shir in the old cathedral tewn
of — . It was neither a market-day, nor the
anniversary of a publio f2te ; neither the seaspn of
the annu:\y?isitatiw, ner of eny public mesting ; yet
the marrow footweys were throoged, and knots of
idlers stood inconvenientiy at the corners of the streets,
making their remarks upon the few carriages which
enlivensd the generally dull town, or noticing with
interest the oecasional approsch of the rows of neatly
dreased school ehildren, who, with orderly steps and
serions looks, were bending their way to the open
square in which stood the great entrance to the ca-
thedral. Gravity, indeed, was the pervading deport-
ment of nll the assembling crowd; but a deeper,
more reverent, and enxions feeling might be traced
upon the features of some, who, fully aware of the
_dufficulties of & Christian life, were t to witness
the renewal of those vows by which the ignorant and
untried, the weak and the erring, in the midst of &
sinful world, and about to enter upon the scene of its
temptations, pledge themselves in the sight of an
ﬂﬂ%uly , to be His in spirit, m troth, and for
ever. It was the day appuim:g for the Confirmation
of all within the diocese of — whe had attained
B
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the age required by the Bishop, and on few oceasions
had a more careful preparaiion been made for the
due observance of this important rite. The time had
gone by when the verbal vepetition of the Church
Catechism was alone deemed necessary for the can- -
didates. A more zealons wpirit had arsen, and
ALY, who had themszelvis n allowed torrenew
their baptismal vows withont thooght or prayer,
now, warned by pest experience, endeavoured most
earnestly to urge wpom others the importance of the
period which they bad reached, and the real meaning
of the words, which from childhood, had been familiar
to their lips(

The Confirmation of that day was fali to be & most
solermn aet of self-dedieation ; and as the knights of
old, when preparing to assume the inmgnia and en-
counter the perils of their order, were accustomed to
fast, and watch and pray, that they might be enabled to
struggle and congoer in the unknown dangers hefore
them ; 30 tha young sspimnta te the full privileges
of Christianily were faught to bumble themselves

eniance, and prepare their hearts by prayer,

t in the hour of temptation they might not be
forietful of their high calling, and fall short of their
eternal reward. Tha apectacle which the cathedral
church of Bt. Mark exhibited when the choir was
filled, before the aprvice of the church began, was one
of no common interest. The broad light of the sun,
as its rays streamed through the stained windows,
fell upon fair youmg faces chestened by hoiy thonghts,
and boyish features sobdued into stiliness by the
preseure of a strange and hitherto unfelt swe. ere
were countenances which told of fear and wonder,
and some, it might be, of iedifference ; there were
eyes bent upon the page in which the vow to be re-
newed was reconded ; and lips moving in silent prayer
that strength might be granted for its folfilment;
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whilst, at times, over those youthful faces there passed
the shadow of a dark clond, the cdoud of the me-
mory of sin: the visiom of cherished offences, of
indulged tempers,—vanity mtllnprlﬂﬂ, selfishness and
irreverence,—the bitter fruits of an evil nature, now &
second time to be poblicly renonnced for ever. Was
it to be maryelled at, if m some then present the
weakness of homanity for & moment shrank from the
warfare imposed upon it, and would fuin have re-
turned to the boniglu of Egypt, the indulgence of
earthly inclination, rather thag brave the battle with
those stern enemies—the world, the flesh, and the
devil—which throng the borders of the land of pro-
mise T

But the wish, if it arose, was founded om error.
The cnndidates for Confirmation were no Jonger free
to choose, Ohocs hﬂﬁﬁz&d, mee admitted intp the
fellowship of the Catholic Church, snd there sould
be no drawing back. The membera of Christ, the
children of God, the mherstors of the kingdom of
heaven, could never agmin ** be a5 the heathen.”
They might despise their privileges, and break their
vows ; but the m%w had still been granted, and
they must be ans o for them ; the vows were atill
opon therr heads, and 5o would alse be the pomish-
ment for oeglect. For them it could never be & gues-
tion, whether they would accept Christianity : buat
whether, having ted, they wonld renounce it;
and even the most indi t amongst the professed
followers of Christ would sarcly have trembled to
risk the woe which muat inevitably follow an open,
deliberate spostacy.

But sithough no second promise could in reality
increase the binding responsibility of the first, yet
the public metification of a covenant with God must
ever be regarded with awe. The baptismal vow waa
now for the first time folly impresséd upon the con-
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sciences of many by whom it had scarcely before
been remembered, and they trembled as the moment
approached whea they were to seal it with the con.
sent of their own lips.

The peaceful soothung words of the daly service
were said, and when they were ended there stood be-
fore the altar of God, the high-born imheritors of
honour and wealth, and the gentle children nursed in
affiuence and retirement, and the humble offspring of
poverty, united by one creeﬂ, one hope, one dnnger,
and summoned to join in one common act of aelf-
dediration.

Together they listened to the ecarnest supplication
which was {p bring down upmn them from on high
the ** sevenfold gifte of grace ;' and then side by m
they knelt, and esch 1n turn bowed beneath a hand
Ei;.hlessingn-the bleszing of their spiritusl Father in

rist.

Onee moee they were seated as before, to reeeive
from the Bishop's mouth the words of adviee, and
warning, and consoletion, which were to guide them
amidst the temptations of life; and when the final
benediction waz given, end the full tones of the organ
peated throogh the long aisles, they parted even as
they had met, for the greater part unkmowing and
upregarding, to many o diatant home, never to meet
together aguin in cne place till they should stand
hefore the judgment-seat of '(Gud, to anawer for the
fulfilment of the vow which had that hoor been
registered in heaven,
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CHAPTER II.

Ir was the evening of the swme day, & day of nn-
wonted brillianey and warmth. The sounds of busy
life were fading upon the listening ear, the cattle
were returning from the pastures, the birds were
seeking their nests, the tired workman wes slowly
wending his way towards his home, and the deep
toncs of the edral eloek as it stmck the hour of
eight fell with & warning voire wpon the few who
were still engrossad in their woond of dadly oceups-
The peasefulness of such an hour was falt even
smidst bustle of 3 crowded town, and the jar of
folly and vice ; but in the guiet garden of the old grey
menor-honse of 8t. Ebbe's there was nothmg to dis-
torb the hallowing effect of ifs inflnence. The low
tho oy g of acudiog ll thonghts of i
the 'rary urpose g ughts
lﬁ the long green walks iovited to re-
g:l:lr se and meditatton; the neatly-trimmed
ers, gay with flowers, spoke of carefolness
and simplicity, and appreciation of the loveliness
of nature; and the quaint son-dial, raised upon &
eircle of rongh stone steps in the centre, gave a ailent
call to the unthinking to note the flight of time,
whilat it bade them, i the words of Hely Writ,
which were graven upon its pedestal, * watch and
Jr, that they might not enter into temptation.”
he building itself, with its weather-stained walis,
and mallioned windows and deep perch, accorded
perfectly with the quaint style of the garden, It was
n 2



