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To

THE SURVIVING SOLDIERS OF INDIANA,
. WEO BY THEIR HEROISM AND BACRIFICES
CONTRINUTED 40 LARGELY TO TWE PAME OF THE STATE,

AR WELT. A& T THE FRESERTVATION OF THE UNTON,

AND WHO HONOHRED

DLIVER F. MORTON,
FOR T3 DISTINGUIEHED SERVICES IN THE SAME CATRE,

AND LOVED HIM FOE HIS DEVOTION TO THEIR INTEREETS,

This Zheteh of bis Life and Tharacher

18 BEESPECTITLLY DEDICATED.
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LIFE AND SERVICES

or

OLIVER P. MORTON.

———

CHATTER I
ANCESTRY AND TOUTH.

Ox the 4th of Awgust, 1825, there was born, in the
little village of Baulsbury, Wayne County, Indiana, a
child who was destined to aect a very conspicucus part
in the history of his State and country, and whose name
i now familiar as household worda throughonot the land.
This was Oliver Ferry Morton. At that time Sauls-
bury was the county-seat of Wayne County. The
village has long sinee disappeared, and at this time
scarcely a trace remains of it, only a slight irregularity
in the surface of the earth indicating the former site of
the old court-howse. Indians was ndmitted to the
Union in 1816, so that the existence of the State an-
tedates that of her greatost son only seven years, while
& large portion of his life, briefly recorded in these
pages, was closely identified with the most eventful
passages in her history. No other man has ever been
g0 revered or honored in Indiana, and of all those bora
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within her borders none has contributed so largely to
the honor and renown of the State as he of whom we
write. It is fitting that the record of swch a life, so
full of inspiration and encouragement for the young, of
edification for the old, and of interest for all, shoald ba
placed within easy reach of every citizen of the State,
50 that not only may his memory be sacredly preserved,
but others be stirred to emulats his virtnes.,

Oliver Perry Morton was of FEnglish descent on his
father's sids, and from that race he probably drew some
of the most marked traits of his character. Stoadiness
of purpose, strong convictions and devotion to the right,
are commonly supposed to be especially charactoristic
of the English people, and Oliver P. Morton had all
thess gualitiea in a marked degree, 1lis grandfather
emigrated from Fogland about the beginning of the
Revolutionary War, and settled in New Jersey. The
family name was originally Threckmorton, aud was so
written by the grandfather. It is not known just when
thiz was changed to Morton, nor why, thongh a suffi-
cient reason would be found in the fast of the latter
being much more convenient. But the first ayllable of
the name has always been preserved in the family as a
middle name. Oliver P. Morton’s father’s middle
name was LThrock, as is also that of one of his surviv-
ing gons. Willinm T. Morton, father of Oliver P.,
was & malive of New Jersey and a man of sterling
worth. It is not known that he possessed any brilliant
qualities, but he was a man of sound sense, excellent
judgment, and strict integrity. While yet & young mau



