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CHAPTER L
HOW THESE REQORDS WEEE DISCOVERED,

SoME time in the year 1856, while living in De
Witt, Missouri, a gentleman by the name of H.
C. Whydaman bocame mow-bound and stopped at
my house peveral days. He waa a native ol Ger-
many, snd one of the most learned men I had
ever met, | found him to be frecly communica-
tiva. Dhring his stay, he told me he had spent
five vears in the city «f Rome, and most of the
time in the Vatican, where he aaw a library con-
taining five hundred and sixty thousand volumes.
He told me that he had seen and read the records
of Tiberius Cwsar, and in what waa called the 4oz
Fileti—that is, the actd of Pilute—he had eoen an
aceount of the apprebonsion, trial, and ecrucifixion
of Jesus of Nazareth ; but paid it did not add much
to the commonly accepled teachings of Christianity,
He told me he thought a transeript could be so-
cured. After Mr. Whydaman's departure, I madi-
tated upon what he had told me of those records,
and thought that if a transcript eould be obtained
it would be very interceting, even if it did not add
much to the present feachings of Christianity So,
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aiter some months I set about tracing up Mr.
Whydaman, as the following correspondence shows

DEWETT, CARROLL Co., Mo., Sept. 23, 15856,
Mg. HeNkY C. WHYDAHAN.
Dear Sir: After vou left my house last spring,
I kept thinking of your telling me of reading the
actz of Pilate in the Vatican, while at Home, I
want you, if vou please, to got me a transcript of
those records, il the eost will not be too much.
Will you plesse open a correspondence with some
of your ald Friends atr Rome that you ean rely upon,
and ascartain if it can be obtained ; and if s0 what
will be the probable coet of getting it? T shall be
much obliged, and will pay you for your trouble
and expense.
Yours in tender regards,
W. D. Masas,

¥aw ToBE, Nov, 12, 1856,
Mz, W, D, Maimax,

Desn Bre: Your letter as directed to H. C
Whydaman is. recsived. I will inform you he has
returned to Germany. Your letter has been for-
warded.

Yans, etc.,
C. . VANTBERGER.

March 2, 1807,
Bev, W. D. Maman,

Dgar Smm: It is with the kindest regards I re-
membered your hospitality while with you in Amer-



