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PREFACE.

It was not until the author of these pages hid
some little connection with the management of &
Sabbath School, that he becams convineed of the
expediency, if not of the necessity, for the Univer-
salist denomination to possess a Bible Dictionary
adapted to their understanding of the doctrines
tanght in the Beriptures. Dictionaried, conforms
ing to the faith of others, seemed not to be want-
ing; but were objectivnable, on account of the
erronepus definitions which they give to some of
the mest important words in the sacred text. And
wherever such books sre osed, especially among
the youth in our Babbath Schools, they tend 1o
. exert & counteracting infloence to the more correct
views aimed to be instilled into their tender and
susceptible minds, by the untiring assiduity of their
teachera.

In order to promote & healthy development of
the corporeal powers, we study to procure the
most genial and nourishing eliment; and why
should we be less careful to provide the most
agreeahle and nutritive sustenance for the mind?
" As we would eschew every noxious article in
catering for the wants of the outer man, so we
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should be ms eactious in our selection to answer
the cravings of the intellectual spirit within.

Many scriptural words are used among men to
convey very different ideas from those commumi-
cated in the same words by the authors themaelves ;
and therefore if, by any means, the true meaning
of such words can be given, the truths of the Bible
will sooner be made known, end its saving know-
ledge be greatly increased.

With thess impressions, we have labored to
ifitroduce the present volume befare the public;
and it is boped that each ope will candidly com-
pare’ its conmtents with what 13 recorded in the
Beriptures of truth, and judge righteous judgment.

‘We have besn indebted to varions sources for
materials, and, in many instances, have given
‘copious extracts; but reference, in most eases,
sserned unnecessary. Our ohject has bean to ex-
hibit truth, and where we found it expressed in
plain and foreible language, we adopted that lan-
guage, in preference to sny attempt st improve-
ment.

If this work shall be made to subserve the cause
of true religion, by contributing to s just concep-
tion of the character of our heavenly Parent, and
of his dealings toward his intelligent offspring, the
desires of the author will be fully realized.

Walthem, April, 1841.
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AARON, sigrafiea =

g t:a.fehm' Anron
prame, of i .
wes 8 prines of the tribe
ef Levi, the son of Amram,
and brother of Moses, He
was the firsl who was con-
gsecrated " to the office of
Jewish high priest. He
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ABADDON, signifies a
destroger, of desbruction. 'We
are nat to suppase that any

1 being is meant

y this word, but & spirit |i

L] to salvation ; or
j:ﬂiﬂln’n’, & spirit opposed
ko Christ, who umehr:ltm to
degtroy men's lives, to
sgave them. That sprit
which prompts to the des-
truction of men, either here
or hereafter, iz Abaddon.

This - spirit is ealled king |i

of the locusts, which came
out of the hnttmimtgit,
Rev. ix. 11: “And they
bad a king over them,




