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PREFACE,

—

Morives of prudence which, considering. the
present .state of Spain, may be easily divined,
have prevented the Author from prefiking his
name to this Wark. Exiled with many of his
countrymen, by the late events which have taken
place in the Peninsula, be has left behind him
dear connexions and friends, whom he would not
willingly expose to the vengeance of the new

The object of these Memoirs is to give a faith-
ful picture of the character of Ferdinand VIL
From the period of his manhood to the present
hour, not only the incidents of his life, but the dis-
positions of his heart and the qualities of his mind
have had an inevitable influence on the destinies
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of his dominions. In a country such as England,
where the sovereign is under the controul of law,
his personal character is seldom productive of ma-
terial political consequences. Not so where the
monarchy is absolute, as in Spain. There the
vices or the virtues of the monarch are felt
through all the departments of the state. Every
thing emanetes from his single will; and those
circumstances, whether of temper or of accident,
by. which that will is affected, demand .a leading
place in the political histary of the nation. .
Considering that the picture. of those six years
which followed Ferdinand’s restoration to the
throne of Spain in 1814, furnishes one of the most
painful subjects of contemplation that can be ef-
fered to a philosopher or an historian, it was in-
deed a difficult task for the Amthor to speak at
u]li:imesinthelangmgeofimparﬁaﬁtyandmu-
deration. He has, however, imposed grest re-
straint upon himeelf in this. part of his lahour:
he has felt the.néneusi.t}' of . raising himself above
the passions of the moment, and of detailing all
that he knew of the subject-matter of these Me-
maoirs, as if it related to the period of Philip II. -
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With respect to the religious and political opi-
nions which appear throughout these pages, the
Author thinks it but fair to state, that there are
very many of them, more particularly under the
former head, from which his translator dissents.
This difference of opinion did not, however, pre-
vent that gentleman from executing the task
which the Author had many reasons for request-
ing him to undertake.

The documents which will be found in the Ap-
pendix are all unquestionably anthentic. ‘They
are mostly taken from the file of the Moniteur, and
so ‘far as they go, it will be observed that they
shed great light on the earlier portion of these
Memoirs. With respect to those parts of the nar-
rative which are unsupported by official papers,
they depend chiefly upon the author’s personal
knowledge, and information. derived from his
friends; and if he have committed any errors,
there are numbers of his countrymen in England
at this moment who can have no difficulty in
correcting them. |

London, 17th December, 1824,

TaE AUTHOR..
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for Don Manuel Godoy, Prince of the Peace.

| . FERDINAND of Bourbon was bormn in the.
| Becurial, on the 14th of October, 1784, From
his earfiest years he was the victim of two fatal
circumstances, which powerfully influenced all the
events of his life: a weak and delicate tempera-
ment, and the hatred which his mother entertained
towards himn: & hatred which increased in vio-
lence in proportion as her passion became stronger

The education of Ferdinand was confided ex-
clusively to men who owed all their fortunes to the
protection of the favourite : amongst them a canon
of Taledo, Don Juan Escoiquiz was the.only per-
son distinguished for literary acquirements ; to

" which he added an enterprising and a fearless

character.
B
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In regulating the course of education for the
Prince of Asturias, Godoy.adopted principles simi-
lar to those which had been acted upon in other
countries, by a Mortimer, a Richelieu, and a Bute.
The permanence of his own elevation being incom-
patible with those ideas which would naturally be
cherished by the heir to the crown, his interests
required that that personage should be rendered
dependent and submissive, and reduced to a state
of mere nullity. He left no means untried to carry
this design into effeci. Ferdinand’s tutors were
obliged to follow the line which was traced out
for them by the Prince of the Peace. He was
surrounded by spies, and a court was formed for
him, consisting of the most ignorant men, whose
only care was to perpetuate his infancy, and to
keep him at a distance from the scene of public
Thus the situation of the Prince of Asturiss, in
his father's court, was one of emtire dependence ;
it was sweetened by no enjoymeat, ¥ was re-
deemed by none of that political importance which
his near relation to the throne ought to have given
him ; for every consideration of this kind yielded
to the irresistible power, the orientsl luxury, and
the wnbounded patromage of the Prince of the
Peace. The Queen, who foresaw the misfortunes
which might happen to her favourite, if the Prince
of Asturias should ever open his eyes upon his
situation, and endeavour to recover the rank and
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influence which of right helohged to him, put into
active operation all the means which she conld
derive from her intrigning character, her trea-
sures and her uncontrolled power in the court of
Charles IV, in order to persecute her first-born son,
and to trouble and embitter the temour of his life.
Hence sprang a domestic war, of which the nation
coudd not be an indifferent spectator. Although
it cannot be said thet the country was divided
into two pelitical parties, yet two opinions pre-
vailed, which made themselves sufficiently appa-
rent. One of these was favourable to the Prince
of the Peace, the other to the Prince of 'Asturias.
On the side of the former were naturally ranged
the greater number of the ambitious, all the high
public officers, and & few political optimists, who
expected that the favourite would introduce consi-
derable reforms and changes into the public insti-
tutions, ‘But the great mass of the nation who,
on one hand, had witnessed the disorder and the
misfortunes in which the government was imvolved
from the time that Godoy directed the hélm, and
on the other sympathized in the unhappy fate
of & prince destined in the course of time to oe-
capy the Spanish throne, became every day more
and more attached to him, and gathered together
by degrees those elementa of exasperation and of
hatrad, which were caleulated, sooner or latér, te
produce a decisive explosion.

. It is not beside our purpose lo cast a rapid

B2



