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Here s, as he related i,
TIE HISTORY OF NICOLAS MUSS,
Household Servitor of 3. U Amiral,

oy with @ comrade trus, a wvaliant Swiss,

ke did adventurs his life during the Mating
of Paris, how through God’s succor had de-
liverancs therefrom, and how also he protected
the young damsel afierwards hiz spouse







THE IOSTORY OF THE REITRE
. NICOLAS MUSS.

Ox a certain winter evening of the year
1611 we sat together, good comrades all, in
the lodgment of Muster Nicolas Musa, yelept
the Reitre; for we who are still termed “ Fran-
cillons™ in Geneva, being newly-made citizens,
did frequently repair after supper to that hon-
est innkeeper to hold discourse of polities, and
to revive old times over the tankard. Now on
that evening it chanced that some ome did
rocall the Mating of Paris, and the desolation
of the churches when the first breath of that
tempest swept across the provinces. “ Know
ye nought but hearsay ¥ our host demanded,
spproaching, goblet in hand, to the table where
wa sat. “’Bdeath, comrades! closely did I
koep vigil, feast, and octave of the Baint-Bar-
thélemy of that year 1572, and if it please ye
to hearken to my story, ready am I to tell it.”

On this we filled the goodman's glass; then
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9  HIETORY OF THE REITRE NICOLAS MUSS,

the old Reitre, baving deeply quaffed, began
to speak :

Twenty years old was I, and had left buot
three montha before, for some annoy of youth,
my academy of Lonisburg in Wittemberg,
where I had post of Public Reader, And not
long after, 1 did enroll myself 4mong Mans-
field’s Black Reitres; ’twas when the relief
was summoned into Lorraine at the beginning
of the third war¥®

Te know full well how after Jarnae and
JRoche-la-Belle came the rude day of Monteon-
tonr,} where we were worsted, each one hotly
rushing into the fray without waiting signal
M. de Chatillon did receive there & hurt in the
cheek from a pistol-batt, his Arabian escaping
from his control during the charge, and carry-
ing him into the thick of the arquebusiers. We
yellow-searves { did rescue him but hardly ; and
mayhap he did observe me at his stirrup, mak-
ing good play with my poniard, while the Swiss
of Pleiffer and of Cléry tickled ribs with their
halberds about us. Be that as it may; the
next day, as we were marching from Parthenay

* 1660. + October 8, 1500,
t Ies écharpes jawnes; the badge worn by the German
soldiers fighting in the Protestant cansa.



