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BISHOP BULL,

THE PRIMITIVE FREACHEER,

“ It was neadfu) for me to write anto you, and exhort veu, that ye
should earoestly contend for the faith once delivered to the saints.-—

Jrida

Introdaction sod apology—Bull's erely 1ife sod treining—0Ordina-
tion—Farish work—Home life—Personal habits snd chametar-
itica—Love of study—Abstention from publie afairs—Chiel
Latin treatises — ‘Harmonia Apostolica’ — * Defensio  Fided
Nicwnm'—' Todicium Heolesiz Cathoiics "—Ppblio approval of
Bosmet and the French clergy—* Corruptions of the Chorch of
BRome '—Bull mads Bishop of Bt Darid's—His sppeatanee in the
House of Lords—Last illness and death,

His chorchmanship—Kstimate of him ga s theologisn and parish
priest—His Sarmons—Analyds of that * Conrerning the denger
and difioulty of the priestly offiee™—QOhoios of sobjecta for
parmona—Love of the marvellons—His method of componition—
Charanteristics of his preaching ; defeota; merita—Comparison
with tesohing of the present day—Bull's position in theologiesl
history.

[The passages inciuded in brackets were nob deliversd from want
of Lime,]

Tur sbove fragment of a verse seems to contain an

epitome of the objects aimed at and the work ae-

complished by Bishop Bull, sbout whom [ am to

speak to you this afternoon, It brings before us

the watchful shepherd of souls—the eager and

[er. zames’s.—a, 8] B



2 OLABEIQ PREACHERS:

earnest preacher—the keen controversialist—the
unheeitating and uncompromising champion of
primitive orthodoxy,

Bishop Buoll waes all this, but he was something
more, He was a noble type of a strong and wise
and tender-hearted Christian man,—whose example
was mora eloquent than his sermons, whose faith
had & deeper and more vital root than that of
ecclesinstical tradition, and whose charity was wider
and more comprehensive than he would perhaps
have been willing, himself, to admit.

I believe that, following the precedent of those
who delivered the last series of lectures from this
pulpit, I should abstain from the attempt to give an
account of Bishop Bull's life and character as a
whols, and confine my endeavours to the task of
setting before you a just estimate and appreciation
of his rank as an English classic, and more par-
ticularly as an English preacher. But, seeing that
a comparatively uneventful career and a historical
prominence inferior to that of most of his great con-
temporary preachers seem to make it improbable
that Bishop Bull will havs a second lecture devoted
to him, I venture to claim the liberty of prefacing
my remarks with such s brief ontline of his life
as may conduce to a better understanding of his
position as & religious teacher and dirine.

George Ball was born sbout the middle of the
reign of King Charles L, of a good old Somerset-



BULL, 3

ghire family of middle rank,—and devoted by his
father at the baptismal font to the ministry of the
Church. He got his early schooling, like some
other famouz men, at Peter Blundell's free achool at-
Tiverton, and went up to Exeter College in Oxford
at the age of 14, This was in the year of *the
Martyrdom,” ss he wounld doubtless himself have
called it, for he had imbibed from a moat loyal
futher a strong belief in the doctrines of divine
right and non-resistence. And indeed he was
early called upon to suffer for conecience’ sake, for in
the socond year of his residence, refusing to take
the oath of fealty to the Commonweslth tendered to
all members of the University, he was compelled
to retire from Oxford, and without a degree, a fact
which no doubt injuriously affected his advance-
ment in his profession, The foreible dissolution of
his connection with the University proved, however,
in Bull’s ease, what Gibbon tries to make out that it
was to himself, a substantial moral gain.* He had
been a wild and idle boy at college, and soon ae-
quired the character of a elever and disputatious,
but not very satisfactory undergraduate. Hin retire-
ment to & country village [with his Oxford tutor,
who, though a red-hot Cavalier and bigoted eccle-
siastic, was a man of worth and learning,—removed
him from dangerous associations, and rescned him,

* Miecellnnecns Works, vol. L. p 108,
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