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PREFACE.

It may be smd, and truly too, that the subject of Leacorrheea is well and
fully treated oo 1o all the several works on * Diseases of Women" But,
as Coleridge says, ' Great books are not in everybody's reach; and though
it is better to know them thoroughly than to know them only here and
there, yet it is & good work, to give a little, to those, who have neither time

.

nor means, to get more.”
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PLUTARCH.

The advice which their friends have not the courage to give —
is found written in bocks.
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THE

CAUSES, VARIETIES, AND TREATMENT

LEUCORRHCCEA.

—_—

CHAPTER I.
THE CAUSES

LevcorrREA (Aevkds, white, and féw, I flow) or “the whites"” is the
name commonly given to a number of discharges from the genital
organs of the human female, which vary cousiderably in their guality,
their source of origin, their symptomatic signification, and their patho-
logical generation. So frequently are these discharges present, and so
little is their true signification realised by those who are themselves
the subjects, that it is frequently the experience of the gynoecologist,
to find, when he is consulted for some serions uterine disease, that this
symptom of the morbid condition of that organ has been present fora
very long time, and has occasioned little or no uneasiness to the
patient, until some accessory symptom, pain, or inconvenience, has
compelled her to seek advice. * Only the whites,” is a phrase often
heard from the lips of women, who are probably by their neglect of a
few simple rules and precautions, laying for themselves the foundation
of a life of misery and disappointment. The evolution of the highest
development of the female character, the coltivation of the graces of
motherhood, and the love and nurture of children—to whom, in later
years, we can look to cherish and succour ourselves,—the fulfilment
of the duties of wifehood, the happiness of 2 home, and the whole
fabric of = life, may depend on a neglected leucorrheea! How impor-
tant, then, does it become, that every woman should know something
of the nature of these discharges, and their true origin and significa-
tion ; that she may not only guard her own health and comfort, but
also, that she may spread knowledge among others of her sex who






