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RUSSELTL, SHAW, Esq.

Boopa Pesta UxivemsiTy,
July 2, 1885,
My Dear Me Smaw,

You are a Liberal in your political views; I found you
liberal in the hospitalily yon have bLestowed on me; and 1
hope you will be liberal in judging these pages, which T dedieate
to you

In other ecountries au author would bove haedly ventured
o dedicate to his friend of Tiberal persussion s book con-

tnining o strong critieism  upon the poliey of the TLiberal -

party.  Bat in England faie play s fully sdmitted in political
opinions, even if they come from a foreigner. This is a fuct,
of which I have had ample opportunity to convince myself
during my late lecturing tour in your eountry ; and it is the
aubstance of the various addresses which I then delivered, that
I offer mow to the public in the present book form.

Believe me,
Dienr Mr. Shaw,
Yours aincercly,
A VAMBERY.
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CHAPTER L

THE WAY TO TASHEEND,

Grear events are casting their shadows before them ;
the unmistakable signs of historic revoluiions silently
progressing are thickening around us ; and if, neverthe-
less, we refuse to give credence to facts irrevocably
accomplished and full of significance, 1t must be
aseribed not to the dulness of our senses, but to the
prevailing rigidly conservative character of the great
majority of politicians.

The rivalry between Russia and England must
have become evident from the very moment when
Spain, Portugal, Holland, and France, gradually
disappeared from the field of conquests in Asia, and
when that old wother-country was left open to the
ambition of the first mentioned two great nations.
England, entering into the avena of conquest from
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2 THE COMING STRUGGLE FOR INDIA.

the south, had slowly but constantly worked her way
through India, until out of the small trading Company
had grown a mighty empire ; an empire fonndad npon
the heroism, patriotism, and Iust of adventure of
those islanders, who, feeling themselves somewhat
eramped in their narrow insular home, had started to
the distant East in order to satisfy their curiosity, to
couple their names with some glorious deed in the
cause of humanity, and to refleet honour upon their
own mother-country.

At the outset nobody knew the ultimate border of
the now aequisition.  Conguests necessitated frosh and
new conquests, and when the State supplanted the
simple trading Company, the Indian aequisition was
as extensive as any of the former Mogul or Hindoo
Rajahs had ever been able to unite under his
sceptre.  The conguest of India was and is un-
doubtedly the glovy of our western eivilisation; it
is the best mark of the superiority of our indomitable
European spirit, and of the strength of young Europe
compared with old and erumbling Asia.

As to Russig, the causes and the courze of her
conquests were of quite a different nature. The
whole structure of the Russian empire restz oxclusively
upon conquests and annexation ; for it must be borne
in mind that Russia is not an ethuoieal but a pelitical

nation. The Russians were at the heginniilg ouly u
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small number of Slavs, grafted upon Ugrian, Turko-
Tartar, and Finnie elements, but which in the course
of time gradually enlarged, and would have had
already a pre-eminent part in the historical events of
the Middle Ages, if temporary revolutions and wars,
produced by Asiatic conguerors, had not interfered,
and delayed the growth of the national body. Among
these drawbacks we reckon the irraption of the Mon-
gols under Djenghis Khan, and the great war under
Timur, both of thewm historical events which erippled
and maimed the Grand-Duchy of Muscovy ; but in the
end Russian socicty, imbued with the spirit of
Christian eivilisation, nevertheless triumphed over the
rude and barbarian representatives of Asia.  The
Golden Horde crumbled to picees, the empire of Timur
was seattered to the winds; and vietorious Russia, by
‘annexing one portion after another, not only found
herself suceeeding to the heritage of her Asiatic pre-
decessors, bub also possessing the Dbest means of
continning in the path of ulterior conquests, and of
consolidating her new aequisitions in a way quite
superior to the means and modes at the disposal of
- Asiatie despots.
After having subdued-the middle and lower
Volga, Russia turnced her attention partly to the East,
partly to the West. In both directions she earned

unexpected success.  In the East she appeared as the
B2
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