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EARLY BUDDHISM

CHAPTE®R 1
INTRGDUCTORY

The 84kiya (lan. - The fonnder of Buddhism was
bora abont 560 e.o. at Kapila-vasin, the principal
town in the territory of the Sdkiys elan, sitnate
sbout one hundred miles nearly due rporth of
Benares,

At that time the Aryan settlers slong the lower
slopes of the Himé&laya ranpe, and down the valley
of the Ganges, had reached a stage of political and
social evolution very similar to that reached abont
the same time In Greses. The country was politi-
cally split np intoe emall coramunities, uszually
governed under republican institutions, somes more
aristocratic, sEome more democratic in character,
But in four or five of these republics tyrants
had suceoeded in enforcing their power over their
compatriots, and an irresistible tendency was lead-
ing to the absorption of all the small republics
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EARLY BUDDHISM

in the neighbouring larger kingdoms, Thus the
Bikiys clan was already under the suzerainty of
the sdjoining kinpdom of Kosala,

Kosala.—The oxact boundaries of Koaala at
that time are not known: but it must have in-
cluded naarly all of the pressnt United Provinees,
togethar with a latge portion of Nepal Iis
eapital, Savatthi, lay in the mountains, in whet
is now Nepal. Benares, formerly an independent
state, was already inoorporated under the rising
power of this important kingdem, which must
have been three hundred wmiles in length from
north to south, and aboot the same in breadih
from west to oast-—nearly twice the size of
England. The supremscy of this warlike clan
of mountaingers, and the pesce preserved throngh-
out the wide extent of their domain, wore the
main political factors of the iime, Apd the
isaue of the struggle, then already in progress,
-between Kosala and Magadha, its neighbour on
the south-esat, was about to decide the fata of the
great continent of India through the following
centariea.

Language of Kosala.—Two pointa are especially
worthy of notice in this connection. In the first
place, the language of Kosala, owing to the in-
fluence of the court, the army, and the officials
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