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INTRODUCTION.

TuE marriage of Margaret,* danghter of King Edward the First,
with John the son of the Duke of Drabant, to whom the following
docmment relates, was an affaiv of as grave political consideration to
the parents of both the future bride and bridegroem as any matri-
monial arrangement of lator times. On the part of the King of
England the umion afforded a prospect of materially strengthening
his continentul posscssions, by a close allianee with one of the most
powerful of the great Barons of Germany,—one, whose successful
wars with his neighbours had son him the étle of “the Vieforious;”
and on the part of the Duke himself, a family connexion with o
sovereign so renowned ag Kinge Bdward, must have been an object
of desire even belore so considerable a sum as 50,000/ was scttled
for the bride’s portion,

FProbably other reasons presented themwelves to the contracting
parties, ag it seems to have heen settled that some such allianco
should at all events be compleled.  The agresment,f which was the

* Zhe was boen wt Windser, 11th Scptomber, 1270, Fur o most interesting pocount
of the daughters of Kdward L. zee the ** Lives of thie Frinccsscs of Englind ™ by Mrs.
Green. That of the Princess Maroaret bogios ut vol, 3. p. 583, In this work the valo-
alle publio records of the period have for the fiest time been tuened to guod account for
bisgraphical purpescs, nnd the resule s been o debiglieful aml veccions work,  Bevem]
of the following remurks are indebied to 3s pages; Dol the ebject now Lelng to trace the
prince sather than the prineess, the eeiginnl dopuments which sre quoted bave been con-
sulted {execpt in the caso of the Fedeea), and che extrapts are iranstated from them.

1 Poedern, vol, 1, pact 2, p. 550, The covensots in the contiuct for the marrisge of
Jobun son of the Coust of Holland with the Princess Elizabeth were similar.  [a that



