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PREFACE,

Wais on duty at Elkhorn Tavern, Arkansas, in November,
1864, the preparstion of the following pages was begun. 'We had
no particnlar object in view, certainly no thooght of anthorship,
bat, as facte socumulated, they sugrested a project and & plan, and
ns our lefsure would admit, we wrote sway.

At Pas Ridge, our convenlences were limited. The only house st
the Poat was the old Elkhorn Tavern—two spartments and a “lean
to” that served am a kitchen. Into this last we retreated, whenever
we could, even for half an bour st & time, and taking position at
one end of u table, while oor sontraband cock kneaded away at ths
other, endeavored to bring our thoughts into lise, Onr sanctom
let in the light from sbove very freely, so much so that in rainy
waather we were compalled to suspend operations altogether. At
sach a time, we would go into the eamps or send for particolar men,
gathering thus the experiences that we have attampted to relate.

Ordered to Prairie Grove a few daye after the battle, we endea-
vored to prosecute our plan there, and to some extent sacceeded.
Coming finally to Fayettevills, we took up onr quarters at & private
honse. Having access now to a choics library, to which we are
indebted for an occasional quetation, and to “ Webster's Un:
abridged,” to eettle our orihegraphy, #e continved the ekatches,

The President’s proclsmation of January 1, 1863, declared Arkan-
sas in rebellion. o far ae a proclamstion and a knot of rebel
politicians who revolve around Little Rock, can make her reballious,
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she is. Practically, western Arkansas, even to the Loulsians line,
and many counties in the eastern portion of the State, are not.
The massés are loyal, and had the battle of Prairie Grove been
fonght three months earlier, the peopls of the western ssetion of the
Btate counld bave availed themselves of ths proclamation of Sep-
tember 22, 1863, and might vow be represented in the national
legislatore.

They nevertheless dare the rebel anthorities at Little Rock, and
are now rallying south of the Arkansas River, in the Magazine
Mountains and elsewhere, aa slx months ago they fonght Hind-
man's men on the White River Hills.

It is distressing beyond expression to witness the destitntion and
know of the enfferings of hundreds of the Union men of the south-
weal, As we write, we are just from an interview with a man and
his wife, both past middle age, who have walked the entire way
from Bastrop connty, Texas, a distancs of three hondred and thirty
miles, to Fayeitevilie, snd are here en the day typical of national
grandenr, with their liver alone,

The Government koows but little of the sufferings of the loysl
men of the Border. It is no easy thing to adhera to the Union ina
seceded State, and when inselt, outrage and beggary are the con-
sequanecs, the nofortonate sufferer becomes the object of cur warm-
est eympathy, and if help cometh not quickly, if hope is so long
deferrod that the heart sickens, we must not be surprised when the
steadfast waver and the doubting rebel against the “Constitmiion
and the laws.™

It ia therefore an object of serious concarn, that army movements
in & seceded State often look so little towards the re-creation of
a healthy public sentiment, and that army offivers thould some-
times be inclined to treat those with whom they have an ancestry
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in common, as the inhabitants of a sonquared province, Many are
brave encugh in the field, but if so fortonate s to leave it vietors,
oceasionally find themeelves in the predicamect of the man whe
canght the elephant,

Winning battles and' holding territory will mot alone bring
American citizens back to their allegiance. The commonalty of
the South must be informed why we fight, for on that point they
have been fearfully misled. Remove the seeles from their eyes, and
they will doas certain Texan regiments have recently done, disband
and go home, swearing never again to take mp arms in defence of
that miserable pretention, the Bouthern Confederacy. Many slave-
holders also are at heart loyal, and are aiding in various ways the
canse of the Government. Naturally enongh they have sought to
preserve their property, whether human or otherwise, and it is very
much to ba lamented that in the condoct of the war, soch licensa
should exist ms is ocessiomally permitted the soldiery. Exaspers-
tion at the needless destruction of property begeta the feeling, first,
of indifference, then of hostility, and many loyal men are relnotant
to put trust in 8 Government—generons, and they kmow it—the
officars in whose army, throogh ignorance or design, have little or
no regard for private rights. Btill, the loyalty of the Sonth-west
continues to “erop ocut” It endures the severest hardehips, sub-
mits to the most trying privations; and if in the following pages
. their faint reflex is made to appear, as also that of the incidents
and adventores that give to war ita charm, we may not bave written
in vaim

FATETTEVILLE, ABK.,

March 4, 1848,






INTRODUGTION.

In no section of the country has the Great Rebellion created such
intense porsonal hate, or separated more widely friends and relations,
then in the South-West. Earlyin the war the indications of a divided
mentiment wera apparent, and thore were nooded bul & few cracks of the
rifla—an occasionsl ghot from the ** brash "—to fan the fame of political
discusslon inte the consuming fire of partisam atrife. The **peculisr
inatitution * eams in, of cotirse, for ita sbere of obloguy and commen-
dation. Advocates of secession—the lights of strest corners and cross
rosde—found no subject so fertile of converslons among hard working
farmers, a8 the absurd notion of negro equality. It wee the burden of
discourse nol omly, but of conversation, and was wall ecaleulated to
alienate the poorer classes, who, though owning but faw slaves them-
salves, or generally nome at all, were yat born en Bouthern soil, and
poseaaead that averaion of tha negro, which, whatever else it might com-
eods, could not brook for a moment the thought of his gocisl or political
squality.

The poison spread, and soon infused iteslf Into the minds of hundreds
of peacesbla gitizens, transforming them into bands of armed and head- -
strong men, ready st & moment’s notice to fire the hooee, plunder the
praperty, and take tha life of an inoffending neighbor, if suspected, even,
of sympathy with the * Lincoln Government.” Nobody, in fact, could
be g0 bad a8 & Fed.” * He's no better nor a nigger,” said one; ' He's
& nigger thief,” said another; * He wents to put niggers into offics over
us,” would chims in & third ; snd eo on through a long diatribe of sensae-
losa and vindiclive celummnies. Personal abuse was followed up by the
shot gun, sod a fow weeks euflced to Ali the Border with roving bands
of recklessa men, fighting for a phantom. It was nothing elss. The
Federal Government still stood as from its baginning. The Army of the



