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PREFACE.

Tae Hllowing Lecture was delivered to many thousand children
and youth, in various parts of the Eingdom. It wos considered to
have created an interest in Missionary cperations, and thers was
reasan to hope thef some whe heard it were, through Tivice grace,
brought; to feel that while engaged in sending the Gospel to the
heathen they were, as they did not love the Lord Jemw Christ, only
heathens themeelves, and f{o seek en intereet in his love. Tt has
been thought thet the publicatton may be weeful, end the Author
has complied with the suggestion of those in whose jodgment he
confides.  He has found it Impossiblé to bring all which it was
desirable to say, end which it was dmi;*uble that young perscns
should have an oppartunity of reading,, » w:thl.u such & compeass, that
it could be read in the timg usu.ullydﬂm‘ﬁalftu a Lecture to children
and youth, and he would suggest that when thua delivered, omissions
should be made af the discretion of the spesker, in which he will
be guided by the nature of his anditory.

The profits, if eny, will be devoted to the Sobools convooted with
the Baptist Missionary Bociety.
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mtgacl the people, © Take ye, therefore, good heed unto yourselves
thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, nnd when t-hngumﬂttha
dtlwmmu.md stars, even all the host of heaven, tloun
ah:micls: b drawn to wurahg: tham.”  There are many passages of
m expressing the displessure of God; and nearly eipht
ars after the command delivered by Mases, good king
Juam]:., E.nﬂmg that idolatry was praetised, and that there were in
the temple of the Lord, horees and chariots consecrated to the gun,
the horses mnd burnt the chariots. Some writers are of
that the moon was worshipped still more extensively than
the sun, j.articularly by the Jews; and there appears to be no ﬂmht
that human sacrifices wers offered to both of them fu some countries.
The Jews used to describe the son and the moon 88 the king and
queen of heaven, and the stars s thoir army, thus forsalong the
true God, who had go greatly distingnished them by hia mercies.

Woreblp of the Hearealy Bulise,

In the course of time, idolatry was extended to other uhmt&
besides the heavenly bodies. Some of their gods probabl
great warriars, who had led them on ta vie int]:mgs. ﬁhﬂd
mgn.ednwtlmm,tuwhomthayumhn to pray after their
mmlymppum; that they had still the power of assisting



T

them, and some were, most probably, the creatures of thelr own
imagination.
éré Are someé atriking representations of the false

of the heathen in the Old Tasta.meut?r:ith which you ere, no du%:ulftt
acquainted. The children of Isrmel were told, thet the hesthen
sacrificed to devils not to gods; and there in o reference in & book,
with which, probably, you ere not scquainted, I mean the Apo-
crypha, in the Wisdom of Belomon, the 13th chepter, to the heathen
worshipping fire, or the wind, or the lights of heaven, gnd to their
taking the refuse of & log of wood, carving it diligently, fushioning
it to the image of & man, or of gomn wild besst, and laying it over
with vermillion {and with paint, calling it red.) These red idols,
Harmer, in his Gheervations (ol 4, g.alﬁﬂ states, were intended
t0 repreaont grest wirriors who had been deified, or considered aa
gods, om aceount of their snecess in wer

They made i and put them up in their houses or their
temples, and prayed to those imeges aa if they hed been alive and
had the power of hearing their prayer end asmisting them. Some
were in the form of en ox, others of & calf, others of reptiles, cats and
dogs, and apes, and othera partly man and partly besst, giving the
strongest proof of that which ia efated by & apostle, that = their
hﬂlisfhem wes darkened.”

1 have said that idelatry hreamo general, You have read
sbout Abraham; and, probebly, some of you are calling to -mind
that he is deseribad as the fither of the faithfl : but Alraham's
father wee an idolgter, and hoe himself was an idolater; and God
called him, as the eacred histoman informs us, to leave his futher's
house, end ta go forth inte another sountry, and thers to ereet an
alfar to the trus God: and Abrmbam cheyed.

There is a tradition among the Jews, that the father of Abmabam
mada idols for anle, and that Abmhom sssited him; but thet, one
day when kis father was sheent on 2 journey, a man ecalled, and in
eouversetion, asked Abraham how old he was; Abraham replied,
ffty, f“ Why," esid the men, “how foolish Eou are, that at the
agn 9 , You are worshipping e god whom made onl
ymﬁe:dngf'ﬁr Abroham, it is maa f:nfuundml w{;uh this ubur.'.r,-
vation ; and the more he thought wpon it, the more he folt the folly
of his conduct, and in consequenca of this, took up & wespon, and
broke in piecea all the images, except the largest, into the hand of
which he put tha weapon, and before which he placed an offering
whirh a worshi had presented On the return of his father,
Terah, it is said he expressed hin consternation st the havoo he
witnessed ; and enquiring how it had heppened, his son ironically
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told him that the gods bad had a quarrel which should eat the
offering, and that the great god had broken all the rest, but that even
when had dona so, the oclﬁmgmmmmed unconsumed, for he
could not eat it. Very som after this, aathntrﬁdiﬁon_goea,heleﬂ
his father’s house, and went into another country, pointed out to
hi.mzﬂ-ud, and #st np His worship, snd commanded his children
after him to worship ooly Him,

The Jews, as you are eware, were the descendents of Abreham.
While they wers in t they maw idolatry of the grossest kind
among the tiens. The accountz which ere piven by pneient
historians of their idolztry are very peinful Hem, one of the sons
of Noah, was the founder of the Egyptian monarchy, and ho was
worshipped under the neme of Jupiter Ammon. But not only this,
they idolized every form of creeping things snd ahominable beaat.

When the children of Terael laft Egypt, Moags, by commeand of
Gfod, charged them not to practise the abominetions of the Egyptiana
and worship their idels, in word, idols, is, in the margin of our
Bibles (Dout. xxix, 17) translated *dongy gods” words which
gtrikingly repredent that of which the engraving apposite is a repre-
aenmﬂ?:nh,—“ﬂm E%u.cﬂrid Beutte HEFm‘:;mh Ye;e;d e;;n ﬂtlh-aEI})-eatLa was
one & Grespi ings which was ip ¢ Eyypliane,
Along with thelilgiieu embalmed in % there exe freque:n{gr foumd
warious idols and represemtations of their gods, end this engraving
affords a striking illustration of this degrading and impious worship,
It is copied from a stone mow in the Dritizh Museum, the §
of the bestle, called * Thore,” in the centrs, with two of the m
goddesses of Egypt, " Izis” and < Kithys,” on the eides.

Bat the worehip of the Egyptians wna not confined to any one,
or cven a few deseriptions of bensts or crecping things, Dio-
dotna Bienlns relates, that a Boman soldier serving in Egypt,
baving killed & cat, was immediately snerificed to the indigmation
of the people, notwithstanding his officers endeavoured to save him ;
and that when a fumine pr d in that eountry, to a which
drove the people to the cating of human flegh, none of would
eat any of the numerms animaly which were idolized,

Historiaus record too, that Cambyses, the Emperor of Persia,
when attacking a ¢ity, was beaten back by the arrows of thoss on
the walls; in consequence of which, he presented in fromt of his
srmy a number of dogs and cats and other animals, opon which the

ple ceased to shoot their arrown lest they should injure their gods.
E‘Jﬂﬁn stratagem, Cambyses advanced snd took the eity.

How sad it is to seo that the descendants of Abraham, notwith-

standing their peculiar obligations to God, and netwithstanding the




