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1. Wirnour entering into the positive claims of the
Bible Society upon the generosity of the public, L
shall endeavour to do away an objection which
meets us at the very outset of every attempt to
raise a subscription, or to found an institution in
its favour, The secular necessities of the poor are
brought into competition with it, and every shil-
ling given to the Bible Society is represented asan
encroachment upon that fund which was before al-
located to the relief of poverty.

2. Admitting the fact stated in the objection to
be true, we have an answer in readiness for it. If
the Bible Society accomplish its professed object,
which is, to make those who were before ignorant
of the Bible better acquainted withit, then the ad-
vantage given more than atones for the loss pus-
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tained. We stand upon the high ground, that eter-
nity is longer than time, and the unfading enjoy-
ments of the one a boon more valuable than the
perishable enjoyments of the other. Money is
sometimes expended, for the idle purpose of amu-
sing the poor by the gratuitous exhibition of a spec-
tacle or show. [t is a far wiser distribution of the
money, when it is transferred from this object to
the higher and more useful objects of feeding those
among them who are hungry, clothing those among
them who are naked, and paying for medicine, or
attendance, to those among them,.who are sick.
We make bold to say, that if money for the pur-
pose could be got from no other quarter, it would
be a wiser distribution still to withdraw it from the
objects last mentioned, to the supreme object of
paying for the knowledge of religion to those among
them who are ignorant; and, at the hazard of be-
ing execrated by many, we do not hesitate to af-
firm, that it is better for the poor to be worse fed
and worse clothed, than that they should be left
ignorant of those Scriptures, which are able to
make them wise unto salvation through the faith
that is in Christ Jesus.

3. But the statement contained in the objection
1s not true. It seems to go upon the supposition,
that the fund for relieving the temporal wants of
the poor is the only fund which exists in the coun-
try ; and that when any new object of benevolence




7

is started, there is no other fund to which we can
repair for the requisite expenses. But there are
other funds in the country. There is a prodigious
fund for the maintenance of Government, nor do
we wish that fund to be encroached upon by asin-
gle farthing. There is a fund, out of which the
people of the land are provided in the necessaries
of life ; and before we incur the odium of trench-
ing upon necessaries, let us first inquire, if there be
no other fund in existence. Go then to all who
are elevated above the class of mere labourers, and
you will find in their possession a fund, out of
which they are provided with what are commonly
called the superfluities of life. We do not dispute
their right to these superfluities, nor do we deny
the quantity of pleasure which lies in the enjoy-
ment of them. We only state the existence of such
a fund, and that by a trifling act of self-denial, on
the part of those who possess it, we could obtain
all that we are pleading for. It is a little hard
that the competition should be struck betwixt the
fund of the Bible Society and the fund for reliev-
ing the temporal wants of the poor, while the far
larger and more transferable fund for superfluities
is left out of consideration entirely, and suffered to
remain an untouched and unimpaired quantity. In
this way, the odium of hostility to the poor is fas-
tened upon those who are labouring for their most
substantial interests, while a set of men who ne-



