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PREFACE.

Mare thap twenty yvears bave pow elapsed sinee
Judge Daly's work was first presented to the public,
vet I feelthat wo excuse or apology is nccessary
for its re—pullication to-day.

Mr. Daly, then Chief Justice of the Courl of
Common Pleas of this city, originally prepared the
worl: in the form of an address delivered at the cele-
Lralion of the soth suniversary of the Hebrew Benew-
clent Society of New York, on Aprl 11, fyz,
and then enlarged it for poblication in Tée feaodish
FPmes of that vear, * Subsequently, the accomplizhed
aud erudite author wlilized a portion of the same
data in un address delivered al Lhe laving of 1he cor-
ner-stone of the new Hebrow Orphan Asylnm, New
York, May 17, 1843.% 1t seems to me that the work
has vot Tosl the 2mallect element of iulerest since
thal Lime, but, on the contrary, appeals to-day to a
mnch larger public than then, and, as, unfortunately,
it did not appear in’ durable foru, will seem to be
wew 1o the large majority of its readers of to—day.
Here and there, the student of American Jewish
history has,since its original appearance, re-discovercd
Judge IMalv's work in out-of-the-way and few-and-
far-between corners, and diawn upon il as by far the

* This address was printed in fofl in THE AMERICANY HERREW
at the time and published in pampbles form.
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most valuable, comprebensive and interesting work
on the subject. Many others, to my knowledge, have,
after search, been uuable to obtain the work, and
the purpose of the presentre-publication is to make it
accessible to these, as well as to thelarge public whom
the work will please for mare general reasons.  The
canses of onr interest in a work like the present are
womerous and varied, Perhaps the most oatural
source of interest is oor tace pride, onr gratifica-
tion over the deeds of members of our race, pres-
enl or past, purely becanse of our common ties of
TEOE.

Often this interest in acd cnthusasm over our
past isnol only jostifiable but commendsble. When
a recent emigre, like Goldwin Swmith, has the arto:
pance and cffrontery o chogactetize e Jows, espe.
cially those of Amcrica, as pamasites, who wait till
olhets have sown and then rosh in (o divide with
them the harvest, it is well to point to co-religionists
whoe for centuries were enpnged in thiseountry in the
arduons, and often unpreductive ocenpation of sow-
ing, as 2 conclusive refulation of such assertions,
born of ignoranee and prejudice  In this sense we
may b prond and rejoice that Jews were interested
cooworkers in the discovery, selllement and devel-
opment of our land, and acquaint onrselves as
well as our Christian peighbors with those incidents
it out national history.

The work under consideration appeals to us also
in other ways. No stalement has, pethaps,
come to be better recognized than that we cannot
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understand the present without a study of the past,
Incidents and traits suddeniy come to the sutfaee
which a necessarily superficial consideration of
present cownditions does not explain.  Other forces
besides those we generally recognize, are woﬂ:i‘ng
about us, and not the less offectively becanse the
shallow, practical man of to day fails to vote them,
Problems of the present may often be solved by =
study of past expericnees.  Desides, it has at length
become recopnized here and sbroad that Awmerican
Judaisme has its own peculiar cliaracteristios, virtues
atid vices, its own lineof developmenl. A work like
the present one throws much new light and adds
considerable interesting datz to a study of tlese
questions,

Siuce Judae Daly's work fest appeared, there has
heeo 2 dweeping revololion apparent in MAmcrican
Judaism.  ITe wrote aboot the middlc of the German-
Jewish migration to America; since theu other and
far more numerous classes of fews have arrived here,
while their predecessors iave maltiplied and thrived,
Qur charilies have inereased and developed beyoud
all expectations, our standing and influence in the
communnity even more so. But what interesis ns even
more at this point is the intellectual development of
the body of American Jews. We have erecled and
patromize scores of librarles. We have representa-
tives in the facultics of nearly all our large collepes,
many distinguished scholars among them. The Jewish
press has increasedin influence as well as nuinerically,
Tewish Publication Societiesz which failed to intercst
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encugh persons then, are to-day in that respect at
least, thriving. Is it mot time, then, that we take
more ioterest i our past, and proceed to stndy it
more carefully, and not content onrselves with stop-
plog at a peried two thomsand vesrs behind us?
Perhaps the best answer to the question is the
establishment of the Awmerican Jewislh Historieal
Society. with many able wothkers enlisied in its
service.  The forination of such g socicty and the
promises it oflers for the fulore, seem to me the best
proofs possible that the poblication to day of Judpe
Daly's work, will not he followed by twenty years of
inactivity and lack of interest in coutinuing and
developing the subject-matier, No beller work to
slatl with, upon which tobuild, than Jodpe Daly's can
be counceived ol Almosl every line allords u chance
for interesling elaboralive and investipution. Nor can
anything mure condocive to systematic stedy and
intelligent collection of data be obtained. Even at
the last mecting of the Historical Society, there
were several clear cases of unconscions re-discover—
ing of data known to and employed by Judge Daly.
It is with the cxpeootation that the republicalion of
the present work will be of interest aud profit Lo the
weteral publie, as well ag o the scholar, that it
appears anew lo-day, It is oot for me to praise
Judge Daly's work; the reéader will soon haye an
opportumity fo do that himself, I may be pardoned,
howewer, if I add that the narrative iz alwaysinterest-
ing, uo matter liow trivial the ivcident might appear,
if elaborated by some less able pen. Besides the
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most intimate acquaintance with the data of New
York and American history generally, Judge Daly's
work iz chamacterized by absolute accuracy of state-
ment and fmpartiality of treatment.  [&is therefore
with pleasure that we turn to his account of a people
whom he describes ashaving ““dwell opon this island
for more thay two centuries, and who, though not,
ietil = recent period, wery smumerous, have, as an
tintegral portion of our population, exercised a very
material influence upon the commercial development
aud prosperity of this city.”

Judge Daly's work, as it oniginally appeared, con-
tained nomerons citations of anthorities in the [ool-
nates.  The editor as materially inercased these, so
as to reider the work tnore valuable to the student,
lias vetified almost every stateinenl, and added sote
additional nates hearing on the text. All his noles
are stgned YEdirorn'  He has also supplicd an Intro-
duction, based largely own a paper read hy Tam
before the American Jewish THsterical Society in
Philadelphiz in  December, =852, upon ' The
Begmuings of New York Jewish History ! He
also wishes to add that ke has attempted throughout
too preserve absolutely the identily of Judpe Duly's
work, and has tlierefore 1o several  instances
reluctantly omitted notes beanng only  distantly
on the text.

His thanks are due to Judge Daly for kindly
consenting  to  the republication of the work,
Furthermore, Judge Daly kindly volunteered o
wtite an additional ipstalmient for this scries; it is



